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U.S. Representative and the ninth Governor of  Kentucky. Desha was 
the fi rst Kentucky governor not to have served in the Revolutionary 
War. He did, however, serve under William Henry Harrison and “Mad” 

Anthony Wayne in the Northwest Indian War, and lost two brothers in battle. He 
married in 1789 and returned to Kentucky in 1792, settling in Mason County. There he 
began his political career, serving in both houses of  the Kentucky General Assembly. 
In 1807, he began the fi rst of  six consecutive terms in the U.S. House of  Representa-
tives. A Democratic-Republican, he joined his party in supporting the War of  1812. 
Desha himself  volunteered to serve in the war and commanded a division at the 
Battle of  the Thames.

In 1824, Desha ran for governor on a platform of  debt relief  and won a landslide vic-
tory. His term was marred by numerous controversies. Chief  among these was the 
Old Court-New Court controversy, a move by the legislature to abolish the Kentucky 
Court of  Appeals, which was hostile to their debt relief  agenda, and replace it with 
a more sympathetic court. For a time, two courts of  last resort existed in the state, 
but the old court was eventually restored, albeit over Desha’s veto. Another conten-
tious issue during Desha’s tenure was Horace Holley’s presidency of  Transylvania 
University. Many in the state felt that Holley was too liberal and when Desha joined in 
the criticism, Holley resigned. Also during his term, Desha’s son Isaac was convicted 
of  murder, despite the political intervention of  his father. Following the conviction, 
the younger Desha unsuccessfully attempted suicide. Governor Desha then issued a 
controversial pardon for his son.

Desha did not approve of  the election of  Thomas Metcalfe to succeed him, and for 
a time, he threatened not to vacate the governor’s mansion. Following his term as 
governor, Desha retired from public life. He and his wife moved in with their son, and 
Desha died at his son’s residence on October 11, 1842.

9th Governor of  Kentucky
1824–1828

Born : December 9, 1768

 Monroe County, Pennsylvania

Died :  October 11, 1842 (aged 73)

 Georgetown, Kentucky

Political Party: Democratic-Republican

Spouse(s): Margaret Bledsoe

Residence: Mount Lebanon

Profession: Soldier, Farmer, Governor
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April 17, 2012
SOMC Cancer Center, Kinney’s Lane
4 pm - 6 pm | Registration is required

Free clinical breast exams will be provided at the screening. Free mammograms will 
be provided for women who are uninsured or underinsured through the Hands of 
Hope program funded by The Columbus Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure in 
cooperation  with Southern Ohio Medical Center. The mammograms will be scheduled 
at the SOMC Breast Center.

If you are age 40 or older, or younger with a family history of breast cancer, or have an 
abnormal finding on a self breast exam you can register by calling the SOMC 
volunteer office at 740-356-8234.

To learn more about breast cancer visit www.somc.org
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