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Outsiders have offered much to community TO THE EDITOR

We said goodbye regretfully this week to John and Ruth Engle,
another in a series of couples who have come to Letcher County for
a short while and managed to make the county better for their hav-
ing been here.

The Engles are moving to Palmyra, Pa. , where he will practice
medicine with a group of other physicians. They stayed in Whltcs-bur- g

a year longer than they had originally intended and perhaps
would have stayed longer if schools, housing and some other factors
had been somewhat different

The Engles came here in the summer of 1964 under sponsorship of
the Mennonite Central Committee, the same church organization
which s,ent us Dr. Richard Keeler, John Enns and other workers who
were willing to volunteer their time and effort to aid Appalachia in
general and L etcher County in particular. For the first two years of
their stay here, Dr. Engle's salary went to the Mennonite Central
Committee, which returned the Engles a very small living allowance
and put the rest into a fund to, pay expenses of some other Appalach-
ian area workers whose work did not provide them with a living. Mrs.
Engle taught for a time in a rural school under a similar arrangement,
After their two years of service under the Mennonites had ended; the
Engles elected to stay on in Letcher County until this summer. From
the time of their arrival here, they entered Into community activities
and service with considerable energy and ability. Through their
work in the Salvation Army and other service organizations, their
genuine Interest in and concern for the people of Letcher County, and
Dr. Engle's ability as a physician, they have made a lasting contribu-
tion and influence on the county which served as their adopted home
for a time we wish had been muchlonger.

To replace Dr. Engle, the Mennonite Central Committee has sent
Dr. Roy Bontrager, whom we wish well. Still in the county under the
MCC auspices are Dr. Richard Keeler, the county health officer, who
has been here since November of 1965; David Bolton, a family and
agricultural worker who has been here since September of 1965; Jim
Loewer, also an agricultural and family worker, who came last year,
and Rodney Hartzler, also a rural development worker, who came at

i the same time as Dr. Bontrager. The agricultural and rural develop-
ment workers are among those who do not earn salaries for the work
they do. Bolton and Loewer have helped many families get enough
to eat by showing them how to grow better gardens, how to preserve
foods, etc. One of their principal projects has been to establish a
pig-shari- ng scheme among poor families. A church in another
state donated 13 bred gilts and sent them here. The young men
found families who were willing to take care of the gilts and gave
them the animals, making sure that each family know how to care
for the hog it received, When the litters of pigs were born, each
family was permitted to keep the pigs. When the pigs are of breed-
ing age, each family will give one back to the MCC workers, who
also have obtained a boar for breeding purposes. The workers then
will take the bred pigs from the new litter and give them to other
families on the same basis. Eventually each poor family which

Time to come home'" '

One of the few encouraging developments nationally this week
was the announcement by an Eastern Kentucky representative in
Congress that he believes the United States ought to withdraw its
troops from Vietnam and bring them home.

Rep. Tim Lee Carter of the. Cumberland River Valley spoke on
the floor of the House of Representatives to say, "Let us now,
while we are yet strong, bring our men home, every last one
of them. If we must fight, let us fight in defense of our home-
land and our own hemisphere. "

Carter indicated he agrees with other critics of the American
policy in Vietnam that involvement of the United States there
Is not vital to American interests. And he discounted the argu-
ment that our role there is necessary to contain Communism.
He said he does not believe that Communist countries, because
they are Communist, must be enemies of the United S tatcs.
He said communism, "as does every form of life and govern-
ment, " evolves and that in the end form it will be some sort of
democracy.

Carter disputed the argument of some proponents of continued
American involvement in Vietnam that American presence
there will permit the people of South Vietnam to determine the
type of government they want.

He said that in 1965 polls showed that, had free elections been
held, 70 per cent of the citizens of South Vietnam would have
voted to unify South Vietnam with North. Vietnam.

"The Viet Cong fight fiercely and tenaciously because it is
their land and we are foreigners and intervening in their civil
war, " Carter said. .

Although Carter is the first Republican in either house to pro-po-se

unqualified withdrawal 60m Vietnam, some other'Repub-lican- s,

notably Kentucky Senator John Sherman Cooper and
more recently Kentucky Senator Thruston B. Morton, have
also called for cutbacks in United States activity there. Coop-
er has been a consistent foe of the bombing of North Vietnam
and has made several major Senate speeches opposing it. Just
a few days ago Morton announced in a Senate speech that he
had been wrong in opposing the cessation of bombing and that
he now believes that the United States should stop Its attacks
on cities in North Vietnam.

Carter pointed out that opposition to the war in his home
counties is Increasing.

Eastern Kentuckians have a proud tradition of military ser-

vice and a record of dedicated loyalty to their country that
is unmatched. Overwhelming feelings of patriotism have all
but prevented frank and open discussion of the Vietnamese
issue in the mountain. Although we don't have the figures to
back it up, we strongly suspect that on a per capita basis there
are more Kentucky mountain men in Vietnam than from any
other area of the nation, and this makes it '. doubly difficult
to talk about the question of whether we should be there in thr
first place. Against this background, Carter's statements con-
stituted an act of rare courage.

We believe, however, that Carter's statements reflected the
overwhelming senitment ofKentucky mountain mothers and
fathers, and their sons and daughters.

It is time for Kentucky Democrats to speak up also, we be-

lieve. The Vietnam issue Is of overwhelming Importance,
and questions of political party loyalties should be set aside.
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wants to should be able to start Its own swine herd. The possible
effects on the family's food budget are obvious.

Without fanfare--i- n fact shunning publicity the Mennonite
group demonstrates daily that volunteer efforts are In fact valuable
to Letcher' County and that many people here would suffer without

Letcher County has been extremely fortunate In the quality of
the dedicated and Interested "outsiders" who have been attracted
here to give of their time and energyr-eve- n If only for a little
while to help In the efforts to revitalize Appalachia. Not all
of thern have been sponsored by organizations; some have come
on their own, willing to give up better careers in other locations
for a time in order to try to improve conditions here. Some of
them have met with rebuffs and frustrations at the hands of native
citizens who have misunderstood their motives, but each has man-
aged to make his own contributions. Residents of Letcher County
have only to think-bac- k over the past 11 years since the first staff
members for the new Whitesburg hospital arrived to begin a review
of the great number of people from other places who have made
their home here and contributed to the growth and development
of the community for a short while. Their variety of experience
and different viewpoints have helped to spark the community into
needed changes, and almost without exception their departure has
left some club without an officer, some church group with one less
worker. We can only hope that more of them come, and that some
of them find it possible to make Letcher County thilr permanent
home.

About AV's
To the editors

Your editorial concerning the
AV programs In Kentucky, West
Virginia, etc. was'pertinent,
brought up some Interesting
points which I hope the AV lead-
ers will soon answer. There arc
too many unanswered questions
about the program and they
should be knowing enoilgh to
realize this leads to confusion.

However, we must add our
voice to support of the AV's who
have worked In and near our
community. They are sincere,
well-educat- ed and a pleasure
to know.

Sincerely,
GAYNELL BEGLEY
Blackey, Ky.

Prevent forest fires

NEW SCHOOL BUILDINGS UNDER CONSTRUCTION -- Letcher County students will attend classes In two
new buildings next fall. Soon to be completed (probably by the beginning of the second semester) Is the
new library-lunchroo- m for the Whitesburg High School and grade school. The new building Is being built
with funds obtained through the? federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act. Just getting under" way
Is the new vocational high school building at Pine Mountain Junction, being built principally with funds
provided by the federal government as part of the Appalachian redevelopment program.


