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EDITORIALS

Anchorage

assessment
Unfairand unjust real estate taxes

are not exactly new, but in
Anchorage the situation has devel-
oped into a textbook case.

There the City Council has just
received a new assessment of city
real estate. It is expected to adopt
the new assessment soon and to
base its 1976 tax bills on it.

By all accounts, this new assess-
ment is more more
accurate and far more fair than prior
assessments made by the Jefferson
County Property Valuation Adminis-
trator (PVA). Old assessments have
been brought into line with present
day values and some properties have
been placed on the tax rolls which
previously were not taxed at all.

However and here is the
unfairness the assessment will
be used only to compute city tax
bills, not the bills sent out
separately by the Anchorage Inde-
pendent School District. Thus
school taxes for next year will be
based on assessments that An-

chorage officials now know to be
unfair, unjust and incomplete.

An excellent
So far, so good on the St.

Matthews Area Community Center.

Three cities, in addition to St.
Matthews, have agreed to the
principle of using their public tax
revenue to help buy the land off Ten
Pin Lane now occupied by the
Center. If they buy it when the lease
expires in 1980, the area can be
saved for community use. If they
don't, and if no other benefactor is
found, almost certainly it will be
developed for business or residen-
tial use.

It is easy for the cities of
Fairmeade, Richlawn and Beech-woo- d

Village to agree in principle.
The real test of their devotion to a
community beyond their own city

Jeffersontown police want to take
up where the Jefferson County
police have just left off making
people angry.

Police Chief WalterD. Murphy has
proposed that his department con-
tract with a fund-raisin- g promoter
from Tennessee to put on a country
music show. He hopes ticket sales
would produce an estimated $2,000
to better equip and outfit his men.

For years the county police have
been harrassing the public with this
same scheme. It hasn't been

Lame pony?
Normally, any responses to our

Town Talk column which come in
after Tuesday noon of the week of
publication are not published.
However, last week we received one
of special interest.

Do you remember the Town Talk
question on mail service? We asked
readers to rate local Postal Service
from "excellent" to "awful." It

appeared in the paper Nov. 27, 1974.
A reader who lives on Overlook

Terrace but who wants us to
withhold his name, clipped out the
answer coupon forthat question and
added this comment:

"Today, Feb. 1, 1975, I received
this, the Nov. 27, 1974 issue of your
publication."

He marked his ballot "awful."

The
Published by Tne Voice of St.
Matthews, Inc., each Thursday, The
Voice at 3928 Chenoweth Sq., St.
Matthews, Ky., 40207 (Phone 895-5436- ).

The Jeffersonian published at
10512 Watterson Trail, Jefferson-
town, Ky., 40299 (Phone ).

By mail, In Jefferson, Oldham and
Shelby Counties, S8.50. Elsewhere
$12.50 per year. Six months

$5.50. Add 5 state sales
tax in Kentucky. All mail subscrip-
tions payable In advance. Per copy
at newsstands or office, 20 cents.

illustrates

unfairness
This situation exists because the

county PVA will not accept the new
assessment by the City of Anchor-
age and because the school board
must use the county's tax assess-
ments.

Fundamental to the problem is
that valuation officials are under-
staffed and underfunded. They
cannot do a fair job because they
cannot field enough appraisers fast
enough to keep up with changes in
values.

The injustice of the Anchorage
dual assessment one te

and fair, one out-of-da- te and
manifestly unfair is clear to all. It

must also be clear that an efficient,
fair system of valuation would bring
in vastly more money and help
restore public confidence in govern-
ment.

So will someone tell us why
public officials are not raising the
roof? Why are they not shouting
from the house tops that Kentucky's
tax system is so inadequate as to
violate any man's sense of right and
wrong?

beginning
limits will come when they vote to
spend the money.

But the agreement in principle is a
necessary step. At least these cities
now agree to cooperate with each
other. They have moved beyond
easy slogans about cooperation and
have agreed to sustain that spirit
with cash.

There's a long way to go yet. Many
other cities must be convinced the
project is wise and that they owe it
to the community and their own
people to participate. Our enthusi-
astic support goes out to Skip
Thorpe of the Community Center
Board and to the St. Matthews
Jaycees, as they continue their
project to save the Center for future
generations.

uncommon to receive three or tour
calls during ticket-sellin- g season
from high school kids reading from a
script to make you feel guilty if you
don't buy tickets so helpless
orphans can go see their spangled
hero sing to the cops.

Happily the county police have
come to realize this boiler room
scheme tends to create two resent-
ful taxpayers for every dollar
raised. They will not repeat their
campaign this year.

And if Chief Murphy thinks again,
he ought to conclude there are
other, less antagonistic ways to
raise money.

rGently
with Bentley

The Puppy
By Pat Bentley

He wiggles in front
and he waggles behind:
'Til his tail and rear quarters
seem one of a kind.

He stands with his paws
on your best pair of pants,
And his whinings accompany
a puppy dog's dance.

He'll chew up the furniture,
tear up your clothes,
And then beg forgiveness
with a wet, puppy nose.

He'll gorge 'til it seems
that his stomach must bust,
And then curl up to sleep,
at your feet: showing trust.

This all will continue
until in the end:
He's known as a mutt,
and becomes

"Man's Best Friend!"

Bad idea in Jeffersontown

) fPi Sill'I'WIW'lffWS'Hlil W III lill'lW 11
I 'ta'l i1 Ifxvni I n i !

j
.

" TlSSft :
ffil (mill

Squeeze play

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

St. Matthews policeman defends his actions
Dear Editor:

This letter is in response to the
story that appeared on the front
page of the February 6, 1975
edition, entitled " 'Ease .off,'
Lyndon mayor tells St. Matthews
Police." The story read in part:
"At about 8:55 pm on Jan. 18,

Mrs. Dorothy Borie of 703 Lyndon
Lane was stopped by a policeman
while driving near her home..

"Her son, riding with her on the
way home from Keeling's Kountry
Key Market a few blocks away, had
been seen dumping the car ash
tray into the street. The police
officer talked to Mrs. Borie, warned
her about littering and let her go."

Later in the article, Mrs. Borie,

Reader says there are
no more 'true Americans'

Dear Editor:
Regarding the "Here's What I

Think" (Town Talk) column in your
paper:

I am quite amused at the variety of
comments. As for the 4 am closing
time for bars, I, personally, have no
axe to grind. I do not use alcohol
except for a rubdown, so it matters
not to me if they stay open 24 hours.

My main concern is the rights of
people who want to drink late.
According to your poll, they are in a
minority. In view of recent court
decisions, I feel it is wrong to deny
these people the right, although a
majority of people object.

A case in point is busing. It is my
opinion that the major concern of
the city and county government is
the increased revenue they will
realize from the drunk drivers and
disorderly people arrested and
fined. Of course, I do have a solution
to the whole problem, as well as a
solution to the majority of the other
problems facing our whole country
at the present time. It is so simple I

am surprised someone hasn't
thought of it before.

To begin with, a law should be
passed making it illegal to drive
while underthe influenceof alcohol.
Or better yet, why not outlaw
alcoholic beverages? It worked so
well the last time I have no doubts as
to its success.

About letters . . .

We really want your letters.
To insure timely publication, we
have two bits ol advice. First, ar-
range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We
have a mail slot in our office door
for delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not normally pub-
lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances after
consultation with, the editor. Letters
are subject to editing to avoid libel
or to fit our limited space.

who is the wife of Lyndon trustee
Frank M. Borie, is reported to have
said: "at first she was grateful for
not having been ticketed and
possibly be required to pay a large
fine."

She is then quoted: "But I ended
up being rather resentful over the
fact that he sermonized us, fright-
ened us and made us crawl."

The Voice's excuse for making
dirty ash tray dumping front page
headlines was that, "The incident
is noteworthy only because, while
it took place within the City of
Lyndon, the policeman was work-
ing for the nearby City of St.
Matthews."

The second law should be one to
make speeding and reckless driving
a crime. I am sure you can see the
wisdom in these suggestions.

Next should be a law against
dwelling house breaking. Then one
against armed robbery, rape, as-

sault, murder and wife beating. I

fervently hope you will see the
tremendous amount of thought that
went into these suggestions.

One last thing if you please. I

would like to take the traditional
parting stab at all those crazy,

freedom-lovin- g

Americans who advocate the right to
bear arms.

Why do you need the right to bear
arms when there are already laws to
keep criminals from taking a lot of
what you have worked for? You don't
need protection. There are laws to
keep anyone from murdering you or
assaulting your wife or your chil-

dren. So, give it up. You don't have a
chance. We no longer have any true
Americans running this country.

It used to be "three cheers for the
red, white and blue." Now the white
and blue are gone and all we have
left Is spineless, weak-knee- d, limp-wrist- ed

legislators tinged with more
than a light shade of red.

Disgusted Bill Willis
11001 Lunenburg Court

FincastleEast

A 'simple solution'

to busing problem

Dear Editor:
There is a very simple solution to

the busing issue. Let the children
of the people who are for busing be
bused and those who are against it

not be bused. All they have to do is
ask them when the time comes if

they want to be bused or not.
Surely there will be enough in favor
of it to achieve racial balance. This
way everyone should be satisfied.

Robert M. Crum
9414 Sue Helen Dr.

Jeffersontown

Would the Voice have defended
me with front page coverage had I

ignored the violation and It was
called to your attention by another
citizen?

It is indeed unfortunate that
letters to the editor do not also
appear on the front page, for I feel,
that having been the officer men-
tioned in the story, that my behalf
is important to citizens who were
perhaps misled.

First of all, about the Incident In
particular, let me say that I am not
on duty specifically to watch for
litterbugs. It was just something
that I happened to notice and I felt
obligated to call the violation to
her attention. At the time I talked
with Mrs. Borie, I was not aware
that she was the wife of a city
trustee. Discovering that only
makes the act more inexcusable in
my opinion. Citizens of a com-
munity should be the first to
discourage unsightly and un-

healthy acts.
In regard to Mrs. Borie's state-

ment, the only sermon she receiv-
ed was that she may be setting a
bad example for her son by
allowing or condoning a violation
of the law. She was not frightened,
as she laughed the matter off. As
for crawling, I don't remember Mrs.
Borie even getting out of her car.

I feel the entire issue was that
age-ol- d problem of jurisdiction. In
defense of the St. Matthews Police
Department, and myself, I will
repeat for this newspaper what I

find myself having to explain to
citizens, city officials, and at-

torneys constantly.

Dear Editor:
I am becoming dis-

mayed and tired of your newspaper
due to your slanted and opinionat-te- d

coverage of all police informa-
tion. I have never in the three years
I have received your paper read any
praise, a good word, or some
gratitude for the job policemen do.
According to you they are all

"inept," "impressed
with the power and the glory."

I fail to see that the minority of
one in perhaps 50 men could make
all the police officers in the sixth
class cities, the county and the
state fit the picture you paint for
your readers. This same logic
applies to one bad teenager, a bad
black, or one bad newspaper
editor. One does not make each of
those groups totally bad.

All your articles cause is more
resentment, mistrust and dislike
toward our policemen when they
are risking their lives to help those
who are hurt or in need, protecting
you and yours from robbery and
those who do exceed the speed
limits and endanger your life as
well as their own.

Why not for a change print

Although we do not exercise the
privilege unnecessarily, we do, as
sworn officers have the right to
enforce the laws of the State of
Kentucky at anytime, anywhere in
Jefferson County. We do not

patrol outside the City
of St. Matthews. However, few
pe.ople realize that our boundaries
are quite peculiar and are entwined
at certain points with several
smaller cities, the City of Louis-
ville, and Jefferson County. There-
fore, we are often in those areas.

In the "Borie littering case', I

honestly felt I had an obligation to
act as I did. The fact that the
offense was not a serious one is
the reason she did not receive a
citation, and not the fact that I

didn't have the authority to issue
one. Needless to say, it would
have been rather ridiculous to have
called for a Jefferson County
officer to the scene of a litterbug in
progress.

I feel that Mrs.. Borie has made
two important contributions to her

Not only has she
dumped trash into the streets, but
in the newspaper as well. I would
like to apologize to her and would
like to give her my solemn promise
that if we should meet again when
a tornado rips through her home,
or a fire has her trapped inside, or
a maniac is attacking her, that I

will not interfere with normal
procedure by operating outside my
city's limits. However, I can't do
that, for I have made other
promises and I am proud of it.

Says we're too negative
toward local police

increasingly

"untrained,"

deliberately

community.

Harry W. Hupp
1310HerrLane

something good about bur police?
I would probably be very shocked,
as would the many other people
who have told me they, too,
wonder what your paper has
against police.

Laurel Blanton
4105 Berkshire Ave.

Editor's note: In recent weeks,
The has
published numerous articles
which, In our view at least,
were both complimentary and
Informative about police mat-
ters In local communities.
These Include, for Instance, a
story Jan. 9 about Jefferson-
town police activity on New
Year's Eve, a story Jan. 9 about
police pay In St. Matthews and
Jeffersontown, a story Jan. 16
about the St. Regis Park police
chief's expansion plans and a
story Jan. 23 about an East End
resident who was named
Louisville police Rookie of the
Year. The editorial from which
Ms. Blanton quotes specifical-
ly stated that some small city
police are talented and dedi-
cated. It made no blanket
criticism of any kind.


