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Ham prices high 
heading into Easter 

By JOSH f'UNK 
AP 11",","", 11"",..-

OMAHA, Neb. - Ham will be the 
centerpiece of many Easter dinners this 
weekend, but the cost of that traditional 
main dish may make it harder for fami
lies 10 live bigh on the hog. 

Ham prices have been higher than 
usual for the past two years because the 
cost of hog feed has gone up, and some 
major pork producers are spending mil
lions to convert bams as they phase out 
cramped cab'Cs used to confme pregnant 
sows. 

pound. 
Paula Vejvoda of Omaha said she's 

had her Easter ham in the free-Ler since 
Christmas, when she bought it on sale.'lO 
she could economically feed her two 
daughteTll, two exchange studenll! and 
husband. 

"You really have to watch the ads and 
see who has the best price," Vejvoda 
said. 

That's good advice for families, but 
hard to do when you're trying to pro
vide ham for hundreds of people at a 
food pantry. 

A black-ancJ.wllttlt colobu. monkey yawn. Wednuday at a zoo In Krctfeld , western GltrmiMlY. Ham has been selling wholesale for 
75 to 80 cenll! per poWld this spring, 
which is in line with last year's prices but 
well above the 5.5 cents per pound aver
age for the previous five years. 

Joyce Lonergan, food pantry director 
at St. Anthony's Shrine in downtown 
Boston, said she tries to arrange to have 
a special meal at each holiday to help 
boost people's spirits, but the prospect 
seemed datmting when the pantl)' be
b",n shopping for hams back in January. 
They were selling for $2.30 per pound, 
not the !)!J cenls per pound paid lallt 
year. 

THE NEWS IN BRIEF 
HOLDER: JUSTlCE DEPA1IT

MEHT WIU RESPOND 'APPRG
PRlArnr TO TUlS JUDGE 
UPSET BY OBA ... COMMEIfTS. 
U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder said Wednesday 
that theJ ustice Department 
will respond ~appropriate
ly" 10 a federal appellate 
judge in Texas who de
manded a leller recogniz
ing the authority of the fed
eral courts to strike down 
laws passed by Congress. 

Holder spoke a day af
ler 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals Judge Jerry 
Smith questioned Presi
dent Barack Obama's re
marks eadier in the week 
about an Munelected" court 
possibly striking down the 
president's health-care 
overhaul. Smith, during 
or.u arguments in a sepa
rate challenge to the health 
law, asked the Just ice 
Department for a three
page, single-spaced letter 
affirming the federal 
court's authority. 

On Wednesday, Holder 
acknowledged the courts 
have ~the fmal say" and de
fended the president's re
marks. He shrugged "ff a 
reporter's suggestion that 
reaction to Obama's com
menll! have be<:ome a dis
traction. 

When asked what an 
appropriate response to 
Smith would be, Holder 
said, ~ I think what the prCll
ident said a couple of days 
ago was appropriate. He 
indicated that we obvious· 
ly respect the decisions that 
courts make.~ 

"Under our system of 
government ... courts have 
the final say on thc consti
tutionality of statutes," 
Holder said. "The courts 
are also fairly deferential 
when it comes to overturn· 
ing statulCll that the duly 
elected representatives of 
thc people, Conb'l"ess, 
pass.~ 

• 
on President 

1~~,,~;' truthful-
o'e , accusing 

him of running a "hide· 
and-seek" re-election cam
paign designed to distract 
voters from his first-Ienn 
record while denying them 
information about his 
plans for a second. 

Addressing an audience 
of newspaper editors and 
publishers, Romney said 
Obama's recent fCmarks to 
Russian President OmitI)' 
Medvedev on a second
tenn arms reduction treaty 
had called "his candor into 
question." Romney, the 
likely GOP opponent for 
Obama in November, also 
accused the preSident of 
undergoing ~a series of 
election-year conversion!~ 
on taxes, govemment regu
lation and energy produc
tion. 

~He does not want to 
share his real plans before 
the election, either with the 
public or with the press,~ 
Romney said. "By flexibili· 
ty, he means that what the 
American publiC doesn't 
know won't hwi him. He is 
intent on hiding. You and I 
will have to do the seek
ing.~ 

Romney himself has 
been sharply criticized by 
Rick Sanlorum and other 

Republican rivals for 
changing his own positions 
on bsues ranging from 
abortion to climate control 
as part of an attempt to win 
the backing of conservative 
primal)' voters. Earlier this 
year, he reversed course 
on the minimum wage to 
bring his stance in line with 
party orthodoxy, saying he 
no longer believes it 
should rise along with in
flation. 

Romney spoke to the 
Newspaper Association of 
America and the American 
Society of Newspaper Edi
ton as the Republican 
nominee·in-waiting, his 
standing confirmed by 
three primary victories 
Tuesday night in Wiscon
sin, Mal)'land and Wash
ington, D .C. 

REPUBLICANS SCURRY TO 
MAKE CLfAR THEY HAVE NO 
INTEREST 1M BECOMING VICE 
PRESIDOOlAL NOMINEE. Tag. 
I'm not it. 

Republicans considered 
up-and·comers are .scram
bling to declare a lack of 
interest in be<:oming Mitt 
Romney's mnning mate, 
taking themselves off the 
stilJ.fornling short list of 
would·be vice presidents. 
With Romney poised to 
win the GO P nomination 
inJ une, if not earlier, some 
of the focus ha>l shifted to 
his pick for the No.2 spot 
on the tickel. Hut no one is 
roshing fo!Ward and many 
of the top prospects are tl)'
ing to shut down the con
versation before it begins. 

~I'm not going to be the 
vice preSident," Sen. Mar
co Rubio said Wednesday. 

"If offered any position 
by Gov. Romney, 1 would 
say no,~ South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley said a 
day earlier. 

"I've taken myself off 
the list, ~ fonner Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty recent
ly said. 

POLICE CHIEF CONFIRMS 
NURSING PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
WAS IHTENDED TARCET IN 
CAUF. SHOOTING. Police con
finned Wednesday that the 
nursing program director 
of the Califomia college 
where a fomler student is 
susp .. :cted of going on a 
shooting rampage was the 
suspect's intended target. 

Oakland Police Chief 
HowardJordan said inves
tigators believe Ellen Ccr
vellon was the person 
sought by suspect One 
Goh. 

Police said when Coh 
was told Cervellon wasn't 
there at the time, he began 
shooting in classrooms. 

Coh had been upsel af
ter dropping out of the 
nursing program because 
school officials would 1I0t 
fully refund his tuition, 
Cervellon said. 

Meanwhile, prosecutors 
filed seven murder charges 
against Goh. He also was 
charged Woollesday with 
three counts of attempted 
murder and faces a special 
circumstance allegation of 
multiple murders that 
could make him eligible 
for the death penalty. 

BOMBING AT SOMALIA'S 
NATIONAL THEATER [(Iu.s 10, 
SHArnRS A REUTlYE PEACE 
IN MOGADISHU. Two weeks 
ago, Somalia's National 
Tll/'ater reopened for the 
first time in 20 years for a 

concert that drew an audi
ence in festive colon in a 
city trying to rise above 
war. A welcoming banner 
proclaimed: ~The country 
is being rebuilL ~ 

On Wednesday, the the
ater was tunICd into a 
scene of screams, chaos 
and blood when a suicide 
bomber attacked another 
high-profile event, killing 
10 ""':rle, WQWlding doz
ens an shattering peace in 
the capital of Mogadishu. 

The blast occurred as 
Prime Minister Abdiweli 
Mohamed Ali stood at the 
podium to deliver a 
speech. He was ullhanned, 
said government spokes
man Abdirahman Omar 
Osman, but the president 
of Somalia's Olympic com
mittee and the head of its 
soccer federation were 
among the dead. 

The government said a 
female suicide bomber car
ried out the attack. The 
Islamist militant group al 
Shabab used its Twitter 
feed to claim responsibility. 

The al.Qaida-linkcd or
gani7.ation said explosives 
had been planted in the 
theater before the event, 
but an Associated Press 
jouma!ist at the .scene said 
there Wall no larb'C blallt 
crater. - AP 

A recent check at one Omaha-area 
supennarket round boneless Honnel 
hams selling for about S2.20 per pound, 
with bone-in hams slightly cheaper. 
With salCll olTered this week to attract 
Easter shoppers, it was possible to get a 
bone-in ham for as little as SI.211 per 

With added donations and some 
breaks from suppliers, SL Anthony's was 
able to secure ham steaks and chiekens 
for the holiday meal. 

Sunday, April 8th through Wednesday, April 11th 
Sunday Morning, April 8, 10:30 AM ................. ............... "The Pinol Judgment" 
Sunday Night, April 8, 6:00 I'M, .............................. "Follow Christ os Paul Did" 
Monday Night. April 9, 7:00 PM ............................................ l s Christ Dillided?" 
Tuesday Night , Apri l 10, 7:00 Pllf.. .......... ................... ..... "The Book of Romons" 
Wednesday Night, Aprtl 11 , 7:00 I'M ... ... .. ... ... wYoung People need to seek Jesus" 

S)lI'aker: Michael Shepherd (rom Pensacola, Florida 

Elizalx:tlllown CilL1rcll of Cilrisl 
121 I N. Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 4270 I 
270-765-6446 • chofchrist@windstream.net 

www.etowncofc.org 

ONLINE DISCOUNT: Ticket prices for both events range from $5-$20 but If you 
order tickets for Our Town online (www.thepac.net) and the discount code 
"TOWN" you will get $5 off every ticket ordered. 

80GO: We are also offering a BOGO ( Buy One Get One) Free deal: [f you buy a 
ticket for either the play or the concert, you can request a free ticket to the other 
event. This offer Is not avallab[e online but you can contact the PAC box office 
after your online purchase Is complete to do the BOGO. 

And YES you can combine these offers!!! 

Don't miss out! http://thepac.net/bogo/asp 
Hardin County Schools Tickets 

m~!!~ 2~~e~~~·.~:~7 


