
AU 

Col. Kristin French, 
IXImmarKle. 01 the 3.d 

E;o;~dltkN1ary $ustaJrilnent 
Command, and Command 

Sgt. Maj. Karl Roberta Sr" 
command sergeant major 01 

31d ESC. nH the unit's flag 
Wednesday durlne a 

ceramonyat Brooks field on 
Fort Kno)(. The unit ~ 

deploying to Afghanistan. 

CASING: 'Sustain 
us as we sustain 

the line' 
Contin....! from AJ 

government in Jate 2014. 
"Our troops know the 

difference they are making 
every day, and the enemy 
feels that difference every 
day," she said. 

During her speech, 
French broke into song, 
crooning a version of the 
~That's Logistics~ j ingle 
from UPS commercials 
with lyrics she modific(\ 10 

describe the Wlit by name. 
Maj. Gen. Rodney O. 

Anderson, deputy com
manding general of XV1II 
Airborne Corps and Fort 
Bragg, N.C., spoke briefly, 
saying the unit h3.'l highly 
trained leaders and reo 
ceived the best training to 
mar<;h into Afghanistan 
and pcrfonn its mission ad· 
mirably. Afghanistan will 
test soldiers' training, he 
said, and they wil! be ready 
to meet that challenge be
cause they sustain the line. 

Anderson also told the 
soldien 10 take care of the 
mission while deployed 
and on the home front, 
take care of themselves 
and their families, and take 
care of fellow soldiers. 

THE NEWS-ENTERl'ftIS( 

~Look out for each oth
er," he said. 

Lt. Col. Robbin C. Hig
gins, rea r detachment 
commander, said the rear 
detachment will stand in as 
the support system for 
families while soldiers are 
gone and work to resolve 
whatever issues may arise 
while the unit is deployed. 

~We're your critical 
link," she said. 

At the same time, local 
communities surrounding 
fort Knox have a proven 
track record of wrapping 
tJlcir anns around military 
families during deploy
ments, Higgins added. 

As the ceremony oon-
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eluded and families reunit
ed with the soldiers, Staff 
Sgt. Pedro Rosa greeted his 
wife, Anna, with a kiss and 
pulled his 7-month·old 
son, Adam, from his 
stroller for a hug. 

Rosa said his family is 
trying to spend as much 
time together as possible in 
the last days and soldiers 
are making sure all of their 
equipment is packed and 
ready to go. 

"I'm just excited to set 
going and gel back home,~ 

he said. "There's no place 
like home." 

It will be the first de
ployment for Rosa as a fa· 
ther, but he plans to keep 

lines of communication 
open with his wife and son. 
In the meantime, the unit 
has a mission to complete 
and he is ready to put hi! 
training to work and finish 
the deployment so he can 
relun! to his family. 

~And then we'll have a 
party," he said. 

~Yes, we will," Anna 
Rosa chimed in. 

Spc. Frank Eldridge and 
his wife, Amanda, also are 
preparing for the deploy
ment by spending as much 
time involved in family ac· 
tivities as days wi1l allow. 
They also are preparing 
their son, J acob, 4, for the 
deployment by sharing de-

Staff Sgt. Pedro Rosa 
plck5 lip his son, Adam. 7 
monthl, R! hll wile, Anna, 
IooQ on Wednesday after 
a colo.$ .. asing ceremony 
for RON' , 11"'1. the Jrd 
Expeditionary 
SWitalnment Command. 

tails and pointing out on a 
lllap where hi! father will 
be stationed. 

"\\'e didn't lie to him: 
Amanda Eldrid~ said. 

Frank Eldridge said he 
is ready to perfonn his 
tasks as directed while his 
wife prayed for a safe de
ployment.. 

1.1. Col. David Vander
j%<\" wlit chaplain, echoed 
Eldridge's prayers as he of
fered up the invocatioll 
during the ceremony, ask
ing God to place a "shield 
of defensc~ around the uniL 

~Sustain us as we sus· 
tain the line," he said. 

Marty F1nl~y """ boo 
ruched .. (27l)1 50H762. 
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Soldiers of the 3«1 Expeditionary Sustainment Command ma/ell Wednemy off of Brooks Field on Fort KIlO. after a colors easlni ceremony in preparation for the deploymeflt to Aflllanistan. 

This Is the final installment of "The 
Road to War: a series chronicling 3rd 
Expeditionary Sustainment Com
mand's training and preparation for 
;ts first deplo)ment to Afghooistan. 

In addition to logistical and opera
tions support, the 3rd ESC is tasked 
with preparing equipment for trans-

pelft and facilitating the return of 
thouS1:mds of troops deployed as 
part of a 2010 surge. 

The series launched Sept 29. 
Plior entries In the series can be 
found by typing the keyoYOrds "The 
Road to war" in the archives at WNW. 
thenewsenterprise .com. 

3rd ESC cases colors 
as deployment nears 
Logistics unit set to sustain American forces, engage in retrograde 

By MARTY FINLEY 
mfinl<y@","""", ... n".,.,rue.<nm 

A large banner well·wish· 
ers coaled with personal mes
sages of support also was on 
display. 

The unit also will be re
sponsible for more than 4,000 
soldiers, more than 10,000 
contractors and about 3,000 
personnel in other roles, she 
added. 

M1I.l. JOIII RIdley and hll wife, Dana, share a chuckle duo", an Interview 
Wednesday about Maj. Ricll(ly's upcoming deployment with the 3rd 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command. IlIi mit ~ DlJ!.IAIr.1 -The road to war for the 3rd 

Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command is nearing its end. 

The senior logistics unit 
cased its colors Wednesday 
du ring a ceremony on Brooks 
Field at Fort Knox as one of 
the final acts before it departs 
to Afghanistan in less than two 
week!. Roughly 250 soldiers 
are eXpI!Clcd to deploy. 

Once overseas, the unit will 
work in a joint command sct· 
ting sustaining soldien with 
supplies., ammunition, equip· 
ment, food, fuel and trans· 
portation while also assisting 
in the retrograde and draw
down of troops and equip
ment in the landlocked coun· 
try. 

Deployment a part of family dynamic 
By MARTY FINLEY 

mlinley@o-....wnIeIprioe.oom 

Col. Kristin French, com
mander of the 3rd ESC, said 
an advance party of soldiers 
was en route to Afghanistan 
while another advance unit 
has been on the ground for 
weeks making preparations 
for the main body's arrival . 

As an example of the im· 
mense responsibility the unit 
will shoulder, French said sol· 
diers manage around a Illillion 
gallons of fuel per day, 20,000 
meals per llionth and around 
120,000 pounds of mail in a 
3O-day period. 

French said looking at the 
lush grass on the parade field 
and the historic buildings sur· 
rounding it remind her the 
unit will land i.1I one of the 
toughest terrains in the world, 
famous for its frigid winte~ 
brutally hot sum men and his
tory of war. 

But French said the military 
i, making advancements in 
the country and appears to be 
on track to relinquish contw l 
of security to the Afghan 

Tum to CASING, AI4 

Maj. J osh Richey and his wife, 
Dana, have accepted deployments 
as part of their family's dynamic -
adapt and survive until they see 
each other again. 

So, when in the neld two w(:eks 
J osh Richey boards a plane to 
Afghanistan for a nine·month de
ployment with the 3rd Expedition. 
ary Sustainment Command. he will 
say goodbye to his wife and three 
young daughters, but he won't be-

EDmMI'S NOTE: Maj. Josh Rk:hey 
and his wife. Dana. prev;ous'r were 
featured in the Road to War series. 
This stOfY is an update on their 
journey as a family through the 
preparations for Maj. Richeis de
ployment to Afghanistan this 
month. 

labor the poinL 
~Tuck and roll, grandma," he 

said, repeating the mantra the fanl ' 
ily has adopted. They welcome a 
dCjlloyment with the subtlety of 

Tum 10 DEPLOYMENI", All 

Vine Grove couple pleads 
not guilty in dog abuse case 

14,000 pills recovered by EPD 
Take-back program 
off to booming start 

By SARAH BENN),,"n By SARAH BENNE'IT 
~~ ... <nm 

A Vine Grove couple facing lliore 
than 100 COWlts of second-degree ani
mal cruelty entered pleas of not guilty 
Wednesday morning during an arraign
ment in Hardin District Court. 

Brian andJoyce McCarthy were ar· 
rested March 21 after 103 dogs were 
confISCated frum their residence at 103 
Gaylene Drive where officials said the 
animals were living in \ulsanitat)' con· 
ditions and without water. The couple 
I~ft jail the day of their alTests after 
posting bond. 
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They are being rL-prcscntc(\ by local 
attorney Dwight Preston, who said Wed
nesday tllat Louisville attorney Brian 
Butler also has been retained in the case. 

The McCarthys "steadfastly deny" 
negle<:ting or abusing the dogs, Preston 
said, and the defense is seeking a swift 
resolution. 

k\Ve realize what's best for every
body is to get this resolved qUickly," he 
said. 

oben ... n@'h.n.""""'~.«>m 

Since launching a pre
SCription drug take-back 
program March 28, the 
Eli1.abeth town Police De
partment has collected 
more than 14,000 \lIlwant
cd pills, officials report. 

Not only are the dogs valuable 10 
Joyce McCarthy, who indicated in a 
court financial affidavit she's been rais
ing dogs as self-employmenl for 18 

At the corner of South 
Mulberry and College 
streets, the department 
kicked off its U·hour free 
dispoS.l1 !;ite March 28 and -Some of the unwanted pill. from the Elizabethtown Police 

Tum 10 DOCS. A.12 Thm 10 PILI...S, 11.12 Department' . prescription drug take-back Pfogram. 
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CHANCE OF RAIN 
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Shirley Elaine Abrnhamson, 65 
Shirley Ann Sheppard 

Adcock, 74 
J ohn Boland, 44 
rub:n Stark CoIIIILT, 88 
Alice I~ Gnnlcr, as 
Lucille Freeman Hall, 95 
Neal Taylor Kindervater, 89 
Douglas Glenn Luc~ Sr .• 52 
Doris J ane Nail, 7,\ 

SINCE yaU ASKED 
Results of Wednesday's Tht News

&tlTpriu online poll. as of 7 p.m.: 

QUESTION: Have you or will you do 
anything specifically to observe Holy 
Week? 
Yes: 50 percent No: 50 percent 

TOOlY'S QUESTION: Do you travel 
for spring break? 

Fnd the poll question lrder the • opinion ' menu at __ erprIH.com 

For JIOmIi c1olli1lr call 605~1lllI, 
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Organization 

takes a new name 


