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Mayor, Old Y owners go after same grant
Couple who want to renovate property not asking for money from city, just signature
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WEEKLY POLL: Big Blue future
Do you expect the Kentucky Wildcats to have a shot at another NCAA 
basketball championship next year?   Yes, 52%  No, 48%    Total votes: 75

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return
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nFacebook buying photoshare app Instagram 
for $1 billion
nReport: 150,000 languish in North Korean 
prison camps
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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Old Y may see its sec-
ond life as a boutique ho-
tel after city commissioners 
agreed to support the owners 
in an application for a blight 
removal project grant.

John and Martha Gray 
bought the 100-year-old 

building in December 2007 
for $1 and have since at-
tempted to transform it in-
to a hotel and restaurant on 
Bridge Street.

“What we should be try-
ing to do as a community is 
grow the economic pie, and 
this – the (Old) Y – it grows 
the economic pie,” Martha 
Gray said.

However, extensive dam-
ages from fl ooding and age 
have made the building a 
blighted property that has 
been condemned for several 
months.

During Monday’s work 
session, the Grays asked the 
commissioners to pass a res-
olution in support of their 
grant application process, 

which would not include any 
monetary promises but only 
Mayor Gippy Graham’s sig-
nature. 

“We don’t want any help 
from city departments; we 
don’t need any help,” John 
Gray said during the meet-
ing.

The grant would provide 
the Grays with funding to 

bring the structure out of the 
current blighted state and 
allow rehabilitation to be-
gin, Martha Gray explained.

The city wouldn’t have a 
monetary obligation, but the 
grant would be fi led under 
the city’s name – freezing 
any opportunity for the city 
to apply for another Com-
munity Development Block 

Grant within the life of the 
Old Y grant.

However, Graham has a 
separate CDBG project in 
mind for Bellepoint.

Kriss Lowry, of Lowry & 
Associates who helped the 
city with a previous Holmes 
Street grant, attended Mon-

See GRANT, A7

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Frankfort Independent Superinten-
dent Rich Crowe says he wants to “clear 
the air” about plans to relocate the 
district’s alternative program to three 
classrooms at Frankfort High School 
next year.

Parents have expressed concerns 
about safety since Crowe announced 
the Wilkinson Street School arrange-
ment in February, he said.

The dilapidated building will close 
at the end of the school year, and the 
32 students and six staff members will 
move to three classrooms on the fi rst 
fl oor of the high school near the cafete-

Superintendent 
addresses fears 
of alternative 
program at FHS
Move poses no danger 
to student safety, he says

2 charged 
with home 
burglary

Uniqueness Unlimited Modeling Troupe of Lexington models Gwen Carter and Lois Carter practice backstage before the start of the fash-

ion show “Colorful Flow” during the Kentucky State University Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated Beta Upsilon Omega Chapter 

March Fashion Extravaganza. 

Model Maria Rosa, right, receives a pep talk from Pat Ross backstage.

Gwen Carter dances as she walks down the runway.Carrie Manica, Ole Marshall and Estelle Marshall watch the runway.
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Spring into fashion
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Two Frankfort men were arrested 
Sunday as they were leaving a Riverbend 
house while carrying more than $2,600 
in stolen property, 
according to a news 
release from police.

Police spotted 
John Thompson, 32, 
and Kevin Jones, 43, 
after curtains moved 
and the lights went 
out in a residence 
where a burglary in 
progress was report-
ed around 11:30 p.m., 
according to Frank-
fort Police. 

The suspects were 
armed, the news re-
lease says.

The stolen proper-
ty included fi rearms, 
a fl at screen TV, a Play 
Station 3, a camera, 
jewelry and cash, ac-
cording to police.

Thompson and 
Jones a re each 
charged with burglary and carrying 
a concealed weapon. They are lodged 
at Franklin County Regional Jail on 
$25,200 bonds.

John Thompson

Kevin Jones


