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MENDENHALL, Pa. (AP) — The 2012
presidential general election has begun.
It won’t be pretty.
Tuesday marked Day One, in essence,

of  the contest between the two virtually
certain nominees, Republican Mitt
Romney and Democratic President
Barack Obama. Rick Santorum’s depar-
ture removed the last meaningful bump
from Romney’s path to the GOP nomi-
nation. Romney and Obama wasted no
time in portraying the voters’ choice in
dire, sometimes starkly personal terms.
“The campaign started yesterday, the

general election campaign,” Romney
said Wednesday on Fox News when
pressed on how he would counter con-
tinued Democratic attacks that he is an
out-of-touch rich guy. “It’s a little early
in the process.”
With Obama saddled with a still-ailing

economy and a divisive health care law,
and Romney riding a wave of  blistering
TV ads, the fall election is unlikely to
dwell on “hope,” “change” and other up-
lifting themes from four years ago.
Much of  the nation’s ire then was aimed
at departing President George W. Bush,
and Obama had no extensive record to
defend.
The landscape is much different now.

Voters face nearly seven months of
hard-hitting jabs and counterpunches
between the two parties’ standard-bear-
ers.
Romney, the former Massachusetts

governor making his second presiden-
tial bid, now has to unify his party, build
out a general election campaign and
start answering big questions like who
he will choose as a running mate. He in-
sisted Wednesday that conservatives
will unite behind him and said he be-
lieves Santorum will campaign with
him against Obama. He also suggested
he is considering one of  his formal ri-
vals for the presidential ticket.

“There’s a large number of  people in
the Republican party who are extraor-
dinary leaders, including some of  those
who have run in this last contest with
me, and so we’ll go through that list and
decide who could potentially become a
president if  that were necessary,” he
told Fox News.
The presumptive nominee attacked

Obama with gusto Tuesday in his two
public events that followed Santorum’s
surprising announcement.
Campaigning in Pennsylvania, where

an April 24 GOP primary is suddenly
less important than its likely role as a
battleground state this fall, Romney por-
trayed Obama as a weak leader who
apologizes for America’s greatness and
prefers European-style socialism over
robust free enterprise. Obama’s allies
call such claims nonsense.
“The right course for America is not

to divide America,” Romney told a GOP
dinner gathering in Mendenhall, near
Philadelphia. “That’s what he’s doing,”
he said of  Obama. “His campaign is all
about finding Americans to blame and
attack, and find someone to tax more,
someone who isn’t giving, isn’t paying
their fair share.”
He said Obama prefers “a govern-

ment-centered society.”
Obama, campaigning in Florida, said

the choice in November will be as stark
as in the 1964 contest between Lyndon
Johnson and Barry Goldwater, which re-
sulted in one of  the biggest Democratic
landslides ever. That election included
dramatic and controversial moments,
such as Goldwater’s defense of  “ex-
tremism in the defense of  liberty” and a
devastating TV ad suggesting a Goldwa-
ter presidency would lead to nuclear
war.
Obama didn’t mention Romney by

name. His top aides have shown less re-
straint, however.

Obama-Romney showdown
starts off with a harsh tone

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney is interviewed by Martha MacCallum, co-anchor of “Ameri-
ca’s Newsroom” on Wednesday in New York on the Fox News Channel.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
For all the turmoil of  the
long primary season, Presi-
dent Barack Obama is right
where he expected to be:
taking on Mitt Romney and
targeting him as a wishy-
washy protector of  the rich.
With the November out-
come likely to hinge on the
economy, Obama will now
engage more directly with
the help of  an experienced,
well-financed campaign or-
ganization.
The campaign for the

White House took on a de-
cidedly different feel on
Wednesday, a true two-man
race for the first time. Yet
even as Republican Rick
Santorum’s withdrawal a
day earlier changed the dy-
namic, beginning the gen-
eral election in earnest, the
contours of  the Romney-
Obama race had already
been becoming clear.
Both sides will keep

pounding voters with fero-
cious arguments over who
has the best vision for jobs,
economic security and giv-
ing Americans a shot at a
better life. In sharp and
steady doses, directly or
through aides, Obama and
Romney will also accuse
the other of  being dishon-
est with voters and out-of-
touch with their daily woes.
Everything gets faster

and louder now.
Obama will pick his spots

in targeting Romney di-

rectly until the election
draws closer, needing to jug-
gle the demands of  his job
and eager to remind every-
one that he is the one who is
already the president.
Obama’s Chicago-based
campaign, meanwhile, will
be working vigorously to
challenge Romney and try
to define him.
In a sign of  the bitter fight

ahead, Obama campaign
manager Jim Messina went
after Romney the day the
race was joined: “The more
the American people see of
Mitt Romney, the less they
like him and the less they
trust him.” The Obama
campaign followed that on

Wednesday with a video of
some of  Romney’s most di-
visive or awkward mo-
ments during the
Republican primaries, ti-
tled: “Mitt Romney: Memo-
ries to last a lifetime.”
The events that shape the

race may well be surprises
to the candidates as well as
everyone else, like the eco-
nomic collapse of  late 2008.
If  the campaigns have their
way, however, the narratives
are set: Romney assailing
Obama as an economic fail-
ure who had his shot, and
Obama depicting Romney
as one who would gut mid-
dle-class America.

Obama campaign ready
to‘ramp up’ on Romney

ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Barack Obama arrives to speak at Florida Atlantic University
on Tuesday in Boca Raton, Fla. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Now is the time
for Mitt Romney to mend his Republican
fences and bring around those dubious
voters who kept spurning him for Rick
Santorum, Newt Gingrich and others to
the right. After a nasty primary battle, his
challenge is to somehow excite the party’s
staunchest conservatives without alienat-
ing the independent voters he’ll need to
defeat President Barack Obama in the fall.
Romney predicted on Wednesday that

Republicans will naturally rally together
against their common foe, Obama, and
focus on their shared distress about the
nation’s economy — an issue that res-
onates across the political spectrum.
To smooth the way, party leaders are

moving quickly to close ranks, piling on
more Romney endorsements after Santo-
rum quit the field Tuesday. It’s unclear
whether that will be enough to dispense
with some voters’ worries, stoked by Rom-
ney’s primary season rivals, that he’s an
“Etch A Sketch” conservative eager to
shift to the center and abandon the con-
servative base.
While most primary voters surveyed in

exit polls said they would ultimately be
satisfied with Romney as the nominee, a
significant chunk balked. Such surveys
conducted in nine states during the pri-
mary season found 44 percent of  GOP vot-
ers said Romney just wasn’t conservative
enough.
In a close race, Romney couldn’t afford

to have conservative stalwarts staying
home on Election Day out of  apathy.
“Each side needs every last breathing

voter that is instinctively with them,” said
prominent social conservative Gary
Bauer. “In a close election, 3 or 4 or 5 per-
cent who sit on their hands or are dis-
couraged or alienated could mean the
difference in the outcome.”
And it’s more than just votes that Rom-

ney needs from evangelical voters and
other social conservatives.
“If  you don’t get them out there donat-

ing, talking to their friends, doing social
media, you’re missing out on an army that
should be activated,” said Republican con-
sultant Matt Mackowiak, who was a sup-

porter of  former GOP contender Rick
Perry. He said Romney needs to address
his Mormon faith and must talk about val-
ues to stir this group to action.
The traditional means of  unifying a

party post-primary is through endorse-
ments from the losing candidates. Al-
though Santorum declined to mention
Romney in his concession speech, his
campaign said he will meet with the for-
mer Massachusetts governor and discuss
ways to help him.
Santorum said he would “go out there

and fight to make sure that we defeat Pres-
ident Barack Obama” — which presum-
ably means getting behind the GOP
standard-bearer at some point. Gingrich
insists he will stay in the race as a conser-
vative voice, but he also says he will sup-
port the eventual nominee. Typically
some behind-the-scenes negotiations lead
up to such endorsements.
“No one is going to be able to deliver

Santorum’s and Gingrich’s voters better
than those candidates,” Mackowiak said.
“Earning their full-throated endorse-
ments is job one.”
Bauer, a Santorum backer who’s now

pivoted to Romney, said one key to bring-
ing the staunchest conservative voters
aboard is choosing a running mate who
sparks their enthusiasm — someone with
a long record on lower taxes, smaller gov-
ernment, strong national defense and also
“values issues,” such as abortion and reli-
gious liberty.
Romney confidently predicts that the

party will be united by its disdain for
Obama’s efforts to solve the nation’s eco-
nomic woes and his “European social wel-
fare state” policies.
“You will see our party more united that

it’s been in a long, long time,” he told Fox
News on Wednesday.
Indeed, many Republicans foresee a gen-

eral election that focuses on the worries of
voters of  all political stripes about per-
sistent unemployment, a sluggish econ-
omy, taxes and the national debt — with
social issues fading with the end of  San-
torum’s campaign.

Time for Romney to woo the right 


