
As principal of one of Jefferson
County’s largest elementary schools,
John Ansman packs his 10-hour days
with observing classrooms, helping
teachers, meeting with parents, mak-
ing daily operations decisions and
disciplining students.

Then he goes home each night to
work an extra hour or two on paper-
work, answering parents’ emails and
reading articles.

While some days at Jefferson-
town’s Tully Elementary School are
easier to manage than others, the
longtime principal says that, with
nearly 800 students, the job can
quickly become overwhelming.

“Being the only administrator
really causes me to think creatively
about how I schedule my time and
how to delegate some of the tasks and
responsibilities to other staff mem-
bers and teachers — which can often
take away from their own tasks and
responsibilities,” Ansman said. “As
much as I would love to be able to
spend some quality time in each
classroom every day, it’s impossible

for me to do that just by the sheer na-
ture of our size.”

Under a proposal Superintendent
Donna Hargens is submitting Mon-
day to the Jefferson County Board of
Education, Ansman and principals at
some of the district’s other large ele-
mentary schools would soon be able
to hire an assistant principal to ease
their workload.

The proposal, which would be part
of the 2012-13 budget, would add an
assistant principal at each elemen-
tary school with more than 400 or 500
students — as many as 72 of its 89 ele-
mentary schools in all. The cost
would be $2.3 million to $3.5 million,
depending which enrollment level
the board approved.

Principals may get
help at elementaries
Leaders at largest JCPS schools in line for assistants under
proposal superintendent will present to board on Monday

Tully Elementary principal John Ansman helps students get to classes in the morning at the school, where his normal day
spans 10 hours, with work also waiting to be done when he gets home. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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ON THE WEB
Watch video of John Ansman’s day
at www.courier-journal.com.

INSIDE:
Full list of eligible elementary
schools and their enrollments.

“As much as I would love to be able to spend some quality time in each classroom
every day, it’s impossible for me to do that just by the sheer nature of our size.”
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WASHINGTON — Three more Secret
Service employees have been forced out of
the agency, bringing to nine the number of
people who have lost their jobs in the agen-
cy’s prostitution scandal, officials said
Tuesday.

President Barack Obama said the em-
ployees at the center of the scandal were
“knuckleheads” but not representative of
the agency that protects his family.

Two employees have resigned, and a
third is having his national security clear-
ance revoked. The employee can appeal
the decision but would be forced out if it is
upheld.

One of the resigning agents stayed at
the Hilton in Cartagena, Colombia, the
same hotel where Obama stayed, said Re-
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Three more
workers are
out in Secret
Service case
By Laurie Kellman
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Federal prosecutors
have filed the first criminal charges in
the Gulf oil spill, accusing a former BP
engineer of deleting more than 300 text
messages that indicated the blown-out
well was spewing far more crude than the
company told the public at the time.

Two years and four days after the drill-

ing-rig explosion that set off the worst
offshore oil spill in U.S. history, Kurt Mix,

50, of Katy, Texas, was ar-
rested and charged Tues-
day with two counts of ob-
struction of justice for al-
legedly destroying evi-
dence.

The U.S. Justice De-
partment made it clear the
investigation is still going
on and suggested more
people could be arrested.

Attorney General Eric Holder said prose-
cutors “will hold accountable those who

violated the law in connection with the
largest environmental disaster in U.S.
history.”

Federal investigators have been look-
ing into the causes of the blowout and the
actions of managers, engineers and rig
workers at BP and its subcontractors Hal-
liburton and Transocean in the days be-
fore the April 20, 2010, explosion.

But the case against Mix focuses only
on the aftermath of the blast, when BP
scrambled for weeks to plug the leak.
Even then, the charges are not really

Former BP engineer charged in Gulf oil spill case
True flow from blown-out
well hidden, officials say
By Michael Kunzelman
Associated Press
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Kurt Mix

James Mallory, accused of murdering a
15-year-old just weeks after winning an
early prison release, proclaimed his inno-
cence in a jail interview Tuesday — as doc-
uments show that one of his alleged accom-
plices also had been released early from
prison.

Cannon Pendergrass, 22, had been re-
leased March 1 as part of a state program
meant, in part, to ease prisoners’ re-entry
in society.

Now he is charged with murder and
first-degree robbery in the death of Greg-
ory Holt, a Farnsley Middle School student
whose mother returned from a grocery
trip to find him shot dead early April 11 in
their apartment in the1600 block of Clover
Street near Shively.

Pendergrass, Mallory and Anthony Ho-
gan Jr. are accused of forcing their way
into the apartment and killing the boy. All
three have pleaded not guilty.

But Mallory, who was released from
prison early at the request of the Common-

See SUSPECT, Page A6

James Mallory
was released
early at the
request of
prosecutors.
SCOTT UTTERBACK

/THE C-J

SUSPECT
DENIES
KILLING
YOUTH
Mallory and an alleged
accomplice got out early
By Joseph Lord and Jason Riley
The Courier-Journal
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