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Reds 10-game win streak.
To make the gesture 

really count, Brennaman 
helped raise $50,000 for the 
Reds Community Fund and 
had three children from the 
Dragonfly Foundation, for 
children with cancer and 
blood disorders, on the field 
with him.

In fact, after Brennaman 
was shaved bald, he kissed 
the bald head of each child 
from Dragonfly.

After the Reds’ 5-4 win 
over Pittsburgh on Saturday, 
Charlie Sheen showed up at 
the ball park on Sunday to 
contribute an extra $50,000 
to the Marty Party cause.

It was that kind of series 
— sellouts on Friday and 
Saturday, a near sell-out 
despite the weather forecast 
on Sunday.

“Both of us are relevant 
again,” said Reds outfielder 
Jay Bruce on Sunday of the 
Reds and Pirates. “Both of us 
are playing well.”

Momentum is only as 
good as your next day’s 
pitcher. The Pirates skipped 
Eric Bedard’s spot in the ro-
tation to go with Burnett on 
Sunday. Good move. Burnett 
allowed two hits and two 
runs in the first, then one 
more hit — Drew Stubbs’ 
sixth-inning homer — the 
rest of the way.

“You get greedy when you 
starting winning every ball 
game and then all of a sud-
den winning two out of three 
doesn’t appear to be good 
enough,” said Baker. “But 
we’ll take a 5-2 homestand.”

You bet they well, espe-
cially when all seven of those 
games were played without 
Joey Votto and five without 
Brandon Phillips, the team’s 
two best players.

“Hopefully we’ll get some 
guys back,” said Baker. 
“Hopefully we’ll get Brandon 
back soon, hopefully we’ll get 
Joey back in the next 10 days 
to two weeks, whatever it is, 
and be back at full strength.”

The Reds are 16-4 without 
Votto, who underwent knee 
surgery July 17 and will 
accompany the team on its 
road trip to Milwaukee and 
Chicago this week. When 
Votto might be activated is 
anyone’s guess. 

Phillips, out with a calf 
strain, could be back in the 
starting lineup Monday night 
in Milwaukee.

Meanwhile, the Pirates 
don’t return to GABP until 
September 10 for the start of 
another three-game set. The 
Reds return to Pittsburgh for 
three games, starting Septem-

ber 28. That’s the final week 
of the regular season.

“We’ve got to beat every-
body else,” said Baker, “and 
worry about the Pirates when 
they come back up on the 
schedule.”
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The Reds’ Drew Stubbs (6) was congratulated by Jay Bruce 
after Stubbs hit a solo home run in the third inning. Pirates 
starter A.J. Burnett allowed only three hits.
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CINCINNATI — Dusty Baker 
admits that he and the Cincinnati 
Reds were starting to get a little 
greedy. Winning games at a his-
toric pace wcan do that to a team.

The Reds’ five-game winning 
streak came to an end Sunday as 
A.J. Burnett remained undefeated 
against them this season to help 
the Pittsburgh Pirates salvage the 
finale of their three-game series 
with a 6-2 win.

The Reds had won 15 of their 
previous 16 games and 22 of 25, 
a run of success not enjoyed by 
the franchise since 1890, the team 
said citing research from the Elias 
Sports Bureau.

“You get greedy,” Baker admit-
ted when asked if simply winning 
the series was enough. “When you 
start winning every day, two out of 
three isn’t good enough.”

Neil Walker hit a two-run home 
run and All-Star center fielder 
Andrew McCutchen added a solo 
shot as Pittsburgh cut the Reds’ 
lead in the National League Cen-
tral Division to 4½ games.

Burnett (14-3) allowed just one 
hit after the first inning and retired 
18 straight batters before walking 
Jay Bruce and Ryan Ludwick with 
two outs in the ninth. He allowed 
three hits and two runs with three 
walks and seven strikeouts in 82⁄3 
innings to improve to 3-0 against 
the Reds this season.

“He can command his pitches 
to left-handers,” Bruce said. “He 
knows what he wants to do, and 
he’s aggressive. He’s having a 
great year.”

Joel Hanrahan got the final out 
for his 32nd save.

The Reds are still 16-4 since All-
Star first baseman Joey Votto left 
the lineup with a torn meniscus in 
his left knee that required surgery.

Bruce doubled in Drew Stubbs 
to give the Reds a 1-0 lead in the 
first, the fifth time in seven games 
on the home stand that the Reds 
scored in the first inning, but Pitts-
burgh took a 2-1 lead in the second 
on Neil Walker’s 12th homer of the 
season, a two-run shot that tied 
Walker’s season high.

After Stubbs tied the score 
with his 14th homer of the season, 
the Pirates went back ahead on 
Marte’s two-run triple.

Homer Bailey (9-7) allowed 
nine hits and four runs with one 
walk and three strikeouts in 42⁄3 
innings on Sunday.

Pirates avoid 
sweep, cut lead 
to 4½ games
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NASCAR

LONG POND, Pa. — Jeff 
Gordon took advantage of 
an accident sparked by team-
mate Jimmie Johnson and a 
touch of timely rain at Pocono 
Raceway to win his first race 
of the season.

Gordon earned his 86th ca-
reer victory Sunday, winning 
for the first time since Sep-
tember 2011 at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway to thrust himself 
into wild-card contention in 
the Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship.

Johnson inadvertently gave 
his Hendrick Motorsports 
teammate the help he needed. 
Johnson got loose off a restart 
and knocked Matt Kenseth 
into the wall. Kenseth slid 
down the track and took out 
Denny Hamlin. With an un-
expected opening, Gordon 
zoomed to the lead in the No. 
24 Chevrolet.

“When I saw the opening 
to get inside, I was taking it,” 
Gordon said.

It couldn’t have come at a 
better time. The skies opened 
and cars were ordered off the 
track. The race was called mo-
ments later with 98 of the 160 
scheduled laps completed.

Gordon, who turned 41 on 
Saturday, had been hit by a 
string of bad breaks this sea-
son and knew he needed wins 
over the final six races before 
the Chase cutoff to have any 
shot at running for a fifth 
championship during the 10-
race playoffs. Gordon moved 
into the second wild-card spot 
that would guarantee him a 
berth in the field.

Gordon, who also won a 
rain-shortened race at Pocono 
in 2007, passed Bill Elliott for 
most career wins at Pocono 
with six.

Kasey Kahne was second, 
followed by Martin Truex Jr., 
Brad Keselowski and Tony 
Stewart.

Kahne refused to rule out 
another Gordon champion-
ship run if he stays in the 
Chase field.

“Absolutely. It’s Jeff Gor-
don. Look what he’s done,” 
Kahne said.

With the storms coming 
— spotters told their driv-
ers the heavy rain was com-
ing — Johnson was in prime 
position to follow last week’s 
win in Indy with another trip 
to Victory Lane. Something, 
though, went wrong with 
Johnson’s car and he made 
contact with Kenseth. Johnson 
dropped back but suffered no 
real damage. Kenseth touched 
the wall and slid down the 
track. Hamlin had nowhere to 
go except right into the side 
of the No. 17.

Hamlin was taken to the 
infield care center and com-
plained of discomfort around 
his abdomen but was released.

Gordon, who was sixth in 
the restart necessitated by 
Kurt Busch’s wreck, took off 
and took the lead.

“I know that you don’t want 
to win them quite like this, 

but we’ve earned it because of 
all the things that we’ve done 
this year,” Gordon said.

Johnson blamed a right 
rear flat tire for sparking the 
accidents.

“I shouldn’t feel bad about 
that, but not much you can do 
with a right-rear flat,” he said.

Then the downpour came. 
The scheduled 400-mile race 
had already been delayed about 
two hours because of rain.

“For all the things that 
have gone wrong for us this 
year, I still can’t believe what 

just happened,” Gordon said. 
“But, I think this is the one 
that makes up for all the ones 
that have gotten away. I’m just 
so proud of this team.”

Dale Earnhardt Jr. was 
lucky to maintain his over-
all points lead after he was 
forced to the garage on Lap 
51 because of a busted trans-
mission. He later returned to 
the track and finished 32nd. 
Earnhardt is up by five points 
over Kenseth, six over Greg 
Biffle and eight over Johnson.

“We had a good run go-
ing,” said Earnhardt, who led 
17 laps before losing his top 
gears. “This Chevrolet was 
pretty fast. Jimmie Johnson 
(had) the quickest car out 
there, but we felt like we 
might be able to work on ours 
and get it a little better.”

Another driver in dire need 
of a victory, Carl Edwards, 
had his chances cut short by 
the rain.

Edwards is 12th in the 
standings, 60 points out of 
10th, but without a win since 
March of last year. Under 
those circumstances, his sev-
enth-place finish on Sunday 

wasn’t quite good enough.
“We needed another re-

start,” Edwards said. “It’s too 
bad that the rain came when 
it did, because we needed to 
keep racing.”

 One dead, nine injured in 
lightning strike at Pocono

A lightning strike in the 
parking lot at Pocono Race-
way after Sunday’s race killed 
one person and injured nine 
others, racetrack officials said.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear if all 10 people were 
actually struck by lightning 
in the parking lot behind the 
grandstand, nor was it known 
whether one or multiple 
strikes occurred during the 
thunderstorm.

Two people were taken to 
hospitals in critical condition 
after the strike, racetrack of-
ficials said. President Bran-
don Igdalsky said one of them 
later died at Pocono Medical 
Center, but he provided no 
further details.

Reid Spencer of the NASCAR Wire 
Service contributed to this report.

EARNHARDT JR. HOLDS 
ON TO POINTS LEAD

Rain helps Gordon get 
back into Chase contention

By Dan Gelston
Associated Press 

Jeff Gordon won when rain ended Sunday’s race early. “I know that you don’t want to win them 
quite like this, but we’ve earned it because of all the things that we’ve done this year,” he said.
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PENNSYLVANIA 400

At Long Pond, Pa.
2.5-mile Pocono Raceway

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (27) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 98 laps, 47 points
2. (4) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 98, 43
3. (15) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 98, 41
4. (31) Brad Keselowski, Dodge, 98, 41
5. (28) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 98, 39
6. (9) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 98, 38
7. (17) Carl Edwards, Ford, 98, 37
8. (19) Clint Bowyer, Toyota, 98, 36
9. (11) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 98, 35
10. (5) Marcos Ambrose, Ford, 98, 34
11. (3) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 98, 33
12. (18) Mark Martin, Toyota, 98, 32
13. (14) Joey Logano, Toyota, 98, 31
14. (10) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 98, 32
15. (12) Greg Biffle, Ford, 98, 29
16. (25) Sam Hornish Jr., Dodge, 98, 0
17. (21) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 98, 27
18. (16) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 98, 27
19. (13) Aric Almirola, Ford, 98, 25
20. (1) Juan Pablo Montoya, Chevrolet, 98, 25
21. (26) David Gilliland, Ford, 98, 23
22. (23) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 98, 22
23. (7) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 98, 22
24. (24) David Reutimann, Chevrolet, 97, 20
25. (37) Travis Kvapil, Toyota, 97, 19
26. (22) Landon Cassill, Toyota, 97, 18
27. (39) Bobby Labonte, Toyota, 96, 17
28. (32) David Ragan, Ford, 96, 16
29. (2) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, accident, 90, 16
30. (6) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, accident, 84, 15
31. (41) Jason White, Ford, transmission, 81, 0
32. (8) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 80, 13
33. (20) Kyle Busch, Toyota, accident, 74, 11
34. (36) David Stremme, Toyota, transmission, 

43, 10
35. (29) Casey Mears, Ford, brakes, 40, 9
36. (38) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, brakes, 37, 0
37. (34) Josh Wise, Ford, brakes, 34, 7
38. (42) Tony Raines, Chevrolet, fuel pump, 31, 6
39. (30) Mike Bliss, Toyota, overheating, 29, 0
40. (35) J.J. Yeley, Chevrolet, brakes, 27, 4
41. (43) Mike Skinner, Ford, rear gear, 26, 3
42. (40) Reed Sorenson, Toyota, brakes, 10, 0
43. (33) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, brakes, 9, 1

Race statistics
Average speed of winner: 139.249 mph.
Time of race: 1 hour, 45 minutes, 34 seconds
Margin of victory: Under caution
Caution flags: 3 for 14 laps
Lead changes: 13 among 10 drivers.
Lap leaders: J.Montoya 1-7; D.Hamlin 8-10; 

D.Earnhardt Jr. 11-20; J.McMurray 21-23; 
B.Keselowski 24-31; D.Earnhardt Jr. 32-38; 
J.Johnson 39-46; M.Kenseth 47; K.Kahne 48; 
Ku.Busch 49-51; J.Johnson 52-75; M.Kenseth 76-
78; J.Johnson 79-90; J.Gordon 91-98.

Points leaders: 1. D.Earnhardt Jr., 744; 2. 
M.Kenseth, 739; 3. G.Biffle, 738; 4. J.Johnson, 
736; 5. M.Truex Jr., 694; 6. T.Stewart, 691; 7. 
B.Keselowski, 690; 8. D.Hamlin, 683; 9. K.Harvick, 
680; 10. C.Bowyer, 679; 11. K.Kahne, 622; 12. 
C.Edwards, 619.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. talked with his members of his crew after a 
broken transmission forced him out of Sunday’s race. Earnhardt 
returned to the track and finished 18 laps down in 32nd.
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RENO, Nev. — Josh Teat-
er continued his streak of top-
10 finishes on the PGA Tour 
with a seventh-place showing 
in the Reno-Tahoe Open at 
Montreux Golf & Country 
Club on Sunday.

On the strength of four 
birdies and two eagles dur-
ing his final round, the former 
Henry Clay High School and 
Morehead State University 
standout finished 31 points, 
12 behind winner J.J. Henry.

It was the first PGA event 
to use modified Stableford 
scoring since the 2006 Inter-
national in Castle Rock, Colo. 
Players received eight points 
for double eagle, five for ea-
gle, two for birdie and zero 

for par. They were docked 
a point for bogey and three 
points for anything worse.

It was Teater ’s third 
straight finish in the top 10, 
and followed a tie for ninth at 
the True South Classic in Mis-
sissippi two weeks ago, and a 
tie for fourth last week at the 
RBC Canadian Open.

“It feels great,” Teater 
said after his round Sunday. 
“Anytime you finish in top 
10 on this tour you’ve obvi-
ously played well. I’ve known 
I could do it. I’ve done it in 
the past.

“This is the first time I’ve 
had three (top 10s) in a row, 
so I’m going to enjoy the week 
off, practice some, and I’m go-
ing to try to go down there 
in Greensboro (the Wyndham 

Championship in North Caro-
lina) and try to do it again.”

Teater, who is in his third 
year on the PGA Tour, said he 
is learning how to deal with 
the stress the comes with 
playing at such a high level.

“I finally just decided to go 
have fun and see what hap-
pens,” Teater said.

Teater earned $100,500 for 
the finish and improved four 
spots to 95th in the  FedEx 
Cup standings. The top 125 
players in the rankings will 
qualify for the first event of 
the tour’s playoffs, which 
start Aug. 23 at The Barclays 
in Bethpage, N.Y.
■  Former University 

of Kentucky standout J.B. 
 Holmes finished tied for 12th 
with 28 points.

Teater keeps top-10 streak 
rolling with 7th-place finish

By Garrett Johnston
Special to the Herald-Leader
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