
London Olympics

Jamaica’s Usain Bolt, left, crossed the finish line to win gold in the men’s 100-meter final Sunday night ahead of Jamaica’s Yohan Blake, right, United States’ Justin Gatlin, second from 
right, United State’s Ryan Bailey, third from right, and Netherlands’ Churandy Martina.
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LONDON — Four years later, 
still no one can catch Usain Bolt.

He is still No. 1, still the Olym-
pic champion at 100 meters, still 
the fastest man alive, still history’s 
greatest sprinter, still unmatched 
in his stirring ability to rise to the 
moment.

Having completed his work 
Sunday night in 9.63 seconds, an 
Olympic record, the second-fastest 
time ever run, Bolt put on a cel-
ebratory show for the 80,000 peo-
ple in the stadium and the millions 
more watching from afar. His per-
formance, after all, had happened 
just hours before Jamaica’s 50th 
anniversary of independence from 
Britain.

In victory, Bolt wore the Jamai-
can flag around his shoulders like 

a superhero’s cape. He did a som-
ersault. He did his famous archer’s 
pantomime and bathed in the adu-
lation and camera flashes of the 
crowd, roaring in approval after 
it had been hushed only moments 
before at the start.

“It was wonderful,” Bolt, 25, 
said. “I knew it was going to be 
like this. There wasn’t a doubt in 
my mind.”

It was the fastest collective 
100-meter race in history with 
seven of the eight finalists running 
under 10 seconds. And four years 
after Bolt won gold at the Beijing 
Games, he again crossed the fin-
ish line with everyone else looking 
at his back. He has promised that 
these Games would again be his 
stage, and so far he has brought 
down the house.

“It means one step closer to be-
coming a legend,” Bolt said.

He became the first man to de-
fend his Olympic 100 title in com-
petition on the track. Carl Lewis 
won at the 1984 Los Angeles 
Games and finished second at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, then was 
awarded gold after the Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson tested posi-
tive for steroids.

Later this week, Bolt will at-
tempt to become the first sprinter 
to win the 100 and 200 in succes-
sive Olympics. He has four career 
gold medals and could leave Lon-
don with six should Jamaica pre-
vail again in the 4x100 relay. Just 
as important, he has extended his 
status as the face of a sport that 
has struggled for attention and va-
lidity in the wake of repeated dop-
ing scandals.
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WHAT TO WATCH MONDAY
Don’t miss: All three Americans — 
 Michael Tinsley, Angelo Taylor and  
Kerron Clement — advanced to the finals 
of the 400-meter hurdles at 3:45 p.m.

Other highlights: The U.S. men’s 
 basketball team plays its final group 
stage game against Argentina at  
5:15 p.m. The United States faces 
 Canada in the women’s soccer 
 semifinals at 2:45 p.m. Individual 
 gymnastics event medals will be 
 decided for men’s rings (9 a.m.) and 
vault (10:41 a.m.), and women’s uneven 
bars (9:50 a.m.).

HIGHLIGHTS, PAGE C5
■ Sanya Richards-Ross wins women’s 
400-meter gold, the first for the U.S. in 
track and field at these Games.

■ McKayla Maroney misses out on gold 
after unfortunate landing on vault.

■ Andy Murray upsets Roger Federer in 
tennis finals.

A stunned Tyson Gay got a sup-
portive pat from teammate Ryan 
Bailey after the 100 finals. Gay, a 
Lexington native, finished fourth.
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Neil Walker (18) of the Pirates was congratu-
lated by Garrett Jones after Walker’s two-run 
homer off Reds starter Homer Bailey in the 
third inning. 
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CINCINNATI — This was the 
series in which Marty Brennaman 
lost his hair and the Cincinnati 
Reds picked up a game in the 
standings.

So the hometown team lost 
6-2 to the Pittsburgh Pirates on 
Sunday between pop-up showers 
before 38,624 at Great American 
Ball Park.

So Pirates’ starter A.J. Burnett 
was absolutely dominating, allow-
ing just three hits over eight and 
two-thirds innings to raise his 
record to 14-3.

The second-place team in the 
National League Central salvaged 

a lone win in the three-game set 
and crawled back within four and 
a half games of the first-place 
Reds.

When the series began, Pitts-
burgh was 3½ back.

What really mattered was the 
six previous games on the week-
long homestand that established 
Cincinnati as the team with 
the best record (66-42) in all of 
baseball. 

Even with Sunday’s loss, the 
Reds have won 15 of their last 17 
games.

It was a week ago that Dusty 
Baker’s club returned from a 
Western road trip as proud pos-

sessors of a 10-game win streak 
only to be knocked around by the 
Padres 11-5 on Monday night.

The Reds responded by 
ripping off five straight wins — 
three over the Padres, then two 
over the Pirates, starting with 
Friday night’s 3-0 shutout behind 
Mat Latos’ arm (71⁄3 scoreless 
innings) and bat (a two-run 
homer).

Friday was also the night that 
Brennaman, the team’s Hall of 
Fame broadcaster, had his head 
shaved at home plate, all for char-
ity and all to make good on an “if 
ever” statement he made about a 
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MONDAY
Reds at Brewers
When: 8:10 p.m.

Pitchers: Reds, Arroyo (7-6); Brewers, 
Gallardo (9-8)

TV/Radio: FS Ohio, WVLK-FM 101.5
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