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LOS ANGELES — For 
nearly a century, the Boy 
Scouts of America has relied 
on a confidential blacklist 
known as the “perversion files” 
as a crucial line of defense 
against sexual predators. 

Scouting officials say 
they’ve used the files to pre-
vent hundreds of men who 
had been expelled for alleged 
sexual abuse from returning 
to the ranks. They’ve fought 
hard in court to keep the re-
cords from public view, saying 
confidentiality was needed to 
protect victims, witnesses and 
anyone falsely accused.

“It is a fact that Scouts 
are safer because the barrier 
created by these 
files is real,” 
Scouts chief ex-
ecutive Robert 
Mazzuca said in 
a video posted 
on the organiza-
tion’s Web site 
in June.

That barrier, 
however,  has 
been breached repeatedly.

A Los Angeles Times re-
view of more than 1,200 files 
dating from 1970 to 1991 
found more than 125 cases 
across the country in which 
men allegedly continued to 
molest Scouts after the orga-
nization was first presented 
with detailed allegations of 
abusive behavior.

Predators slipped back into 
the program by falsifying per-
sonal information or skirting 
the registration process. Others 
were able to jump from troop 
to troop around the country 
thanks to clerical errors, com-
puter glitches or the Scouts’ 
failure to check the blacklist.

In some cases, officials 
failed to document reports of 
abuse in the first place, letting 
offenders stay in the organi-
zation until new allegations 

surfaced. In others, officials 
documented abuse but merely 
suspended the accused leader 
or allowed him to continue 
working with boys while on 
“probation.”

In at least 50 cases, the 
Boy Scouts expelled suspect-
ed abusers, only to discover 
later that they had re-entered 
the program and were accused 
of molesting again.

One scoutmaster was ex-
pelled in 1970 for sexually as-
saulting a 14-year-old boy in 
Indiana. Even after being con-
victed of the crime, he went 
on to join two troops in Illi-
nois between 1971 and 1988. 
He later admitted to molest-
ing more than 100 boys, was 
convicted of the sexual as-
sault of a Scout in 1989 and 

was sentenced 
to 100 years in 
prison, accord-
ing to his file 
and court re -
cords.

In 1991, a 
Scout  leader 
convicted  o f 
abusing a boy 
in Minnesota 

returned to his old troop — 
right after getting out of jail.

“Basically, there were no 
controls,” said Bill Dworin, a 
retired Los Angeles police ex-
pert on child sexual abuse who 
reviewed hundreds of the files 
as a witness for an Oregon 
man abused by his troop lead-
er in the 1980s. In 2010, the 
plaintiff, Kerry Lewis, won a 
nearly $20 million jury verdict 
against the Scouts.

In response to the Times’ 
findings, the Scouts issued a 
statement that said in part:

“The Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica believes even a single in-
stance of abuse is unaccept-
able, and we regret there have 
been times when the BSA’s 
best efforts to protect chil-
dren were insufficient. For 
that we are very sorry and ex-
tend our deepest sympathies 

to victims. … We are commit-
ted to the ongoing enhance-
ment of our program, in line 
with evolving best practices 
for protecting youth.”

The Scouts have main-
tained “ineligible volunteer” 
files in one form or another 
since at least 1919 to keep 
track of men who failed to 
meet Scouting’s moral stan-
dards. Files that involved 
allegations of child sexual 
abuse were dubbed “perver-
sion files.” A master list of 
those banned from Scouting 
has been computerized since 
1975 and is used to vet appli-
cants for volunteer and paid 
positions.

Only a select few in Scout-
ing have access to the files, 
which are kept in 15 locked 
cabinets at Scout headquar-
ters in Irving, Texas. But over 
the years, hundreds of the 
files have been admitted as 
evidence, usually under seal, 
in lawsuits by former Scouts 
alleging a pattern of abuse in 
the organization.

Many of the files will soon 
be made public as a result of 
an Oregon Supreme Court de-
cision. The court, in response 
to a petition by the Oregonian, 
The Associated Press, The 
New York Times and other 
media organizations, ordered 
the release of 1,247 files from 
1965 to 1984 that had been 
admitted as evidence, under 
seal, in the 2010 lawsuit.

In anticipation of the re-
lease, attorneys for the Boy 
Scouts conducted an informal 
review of 829 of the files, say-
ing they sought to put the 
contents in perspective. The 
Scouts said the review found 
175 instances in which the 
files prevented men who’d 
been banned for alleged abuse 
from re-entering the program.

The Times analyzed an 
overlapping, though broader 
and more recent, set of files, 
which were submitted in a 
California court case in 1992. 

Their contents vary but often 
include biographical informa-
tion on the accused, witness 
statements, police reports, 
parent complaints, news clip-
pings, and correspondence be-
tween local Boy Scout officials 
and national headquarters.

The accounts that emerge 
are often incomplete. But the 
Scouts ultimately deemed the 
allegations sufficiently credible 
to expel the suspected abusers.

SOME PREDATORS ON BLACKLIST ABLE TO SLIP BACK INTO PROGRAM

Boy Scouts’ ‘perversion files’ 
often a porous abuse barrier
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Collecting
History

Blue Grass Airport

in the Terminal Lobby
Saturday, August 11 | 10 am-2 pm

For more information, call

859.425.3105 or visit

www.bluegrassairport.com.

Bring your vintage aviation items from before 1980 such as

photographs, postcards and mementos to help document the history

of Blue Grass Airport, the original terminal building and the early

Lexington airstrips: Halley Field and Cool Meadow.

A videographer and photographer will be on hand to

capture oral history stories and mementos.

Win prizes for Best Photo, Best

Memento and Best Story!

Other options and fees may apply

Replacement Windows
Financing Available

www.windowsfor189.com

511 E. New Circle Rd., Lexington, KY

(859) 293-2725

White Double-Hung
Premium Grade

Double Pane

Easy Clean

True Lifetime Warranty

Standard Installation

*See store for details.
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START-TO-FINISH WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

A Different and Better Window
Replacement Experience

Superior Product
Our exclusive composite Fibrex® material means
you’ll never have to scrape, sand or paint your
windows again!

Superior People
Our skilled craftsmen do the work for you and most
jobs can be completed in a day!

Superior Process
We offer one-stop accountability backed up by one of
the best warranties in the business.

Window and
Installation Experts

For questions, or a FREE in-home consultation call:

(859) 963-3344

Offer ends
August 30, 2012

2551 Richmond Rd. Suite 4 | Lexington, KY
www.renewalbyandersenlexington.com

*Offer expires 8/30/12. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. **Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd. Ste 640, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on
approved credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms 24 months, 0% fixed APR, equal monthly payments. Purchase of 4 windows is required to receive the 5th window of
equal or lower value for free. Renewal by Andersen and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.©2012 Andersen Corporation.

Buy 4
Windows

Get 1 FREE*
0% interest

for 24 months**

Commerce Lexington Inc. began honoring the contributions

that small businesses have on our economy in 1986, and since

that very first Salute to Small Business, the impact of small

businesses on the global economy has become even greater.

The 2012 Commerce Lexington Inc. Salute to Small Business

Awards presented by Forcht Bank offer eight different award

categories from which to choose, including:

Green Initiative  |  Innovation  |  Minority Business  |  Legacy

Nonprofit  |  Phoenix  |  Business Success  |  Young Entrepreneur

Small business award applicants are judged and winners are selected for each of the eight

categories.  An Overall Commerce Lexington Inc. Small Business of the Year is then select-

ed from the category winners and announced at the awards luncheon in October. The

Overall Small Business of the Year is then submitted for state and national recognition

through the U.S. Small Business Administration.  Download an awards application on-line

at www.commercelexington.com/events/celebration.aspx.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Salute to Small Business
Award Applications Due by Wednesday, August 15

HOW DOES YOUR SMALL BUSINESS STACK UP?

DEADLINE TO APPLY IS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2012

Dave Sevigny, President

DMD Data Systems, Inc.

2010 Commerce Lexington Inc. Overall Small Business of the Year
"I would encourage owners of eligible businesses to complete the Salute to
Small Business Award application.  Small business owners are often too
busy running the business to stop and make an assessment of how far they
have come.  When we did, we liked what we saw, and the judges did too.
Winning the award has given us visibility in the community and opened
doors for us, and has been motivating for our team."

“What The CLX Awards Program Meant to Our Business”


