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Firm with Iran ties paid 
Obama aide for speech

Washington: David Plouffe, a senior White 
House adviser who was President Barack Obama’s 
2008 campaign manager, accepted a $100,000 
speaking fee in 2010 from an affiliate of a com-
pany doing business with Iran’s government.

A subsidiary of MTN Group, a South Africa-
based telecommunications company, paid Plouffe 
for two speeches he made in Nigeria in December 
2010, about a month before he joined the White 
House staff. Since Plouffe’s speeches, MTN Group 
has come under intensified scrutiny from U.S. au-
thorities because of its activities in Iran and Syria, 
which are under international sanctions intended to 
limit the countries’ access to sensitive technology. 
At the time of Plouffe’s speeches, MTN had been in 
a widely reported partnership for five years with a 
state-owned Iranian telecommunications firm.

There were no legal or ethical restrictions on 
Plouffe being paid to speak to the MTN subsidiary 
as a private citizen. But for a close Obama aide to 
have accepted payment from a company involved 
in Iran could prove troublesome for the president 
as the White House toughens its stance toward 
the Islamic republic. In recent weeks, Republican 
presidential contender Mitt Romney has accused 
the administration of being soft on Iran.

WORLD

Spain charges terror suspects
Madrid: Two Russians suspected of plotting a 

terror attack in Europe were charged in Spain on Sun-
day with belonging to an unnamed terror organization 
and possession of explosives, and placed in indefinite 
detention. The judge who approved the charges also 
said a Turkish engineer who worked in Gibraltar for 
years and was arrested in the same case had paid 
for Spanish paragliding lessons for the men.

The court named the Russians of Chechen 
descent as Eldar Magomedov and Mohamed 
Ankari Adamov and said in a statement that there 
was evidence linking them with “belonging to or 
forming part of a terrorist organization.” The terror 
group was not specified, but Spanish authorities 
previously said it was al-Qaida, and the Islamic 
network has many affiliates.

Judge Pablo Ruz ordered both jailed incommu-
nicado and indefinitely until a date is set for court 
proceedings, the court statement said. Ruz said he 
decided to approve the charges after reviewing evi-
dence provided by the U.S. Justice Department that 
included information from a witness currently under 
government protection, French judicial authorities 
and the police services of Gibraltar and Russia.

Turkey: 115 rebels killed
Ankara, Turkey: Turkey’s security forces have 

killed as many as 115 Kurdish rebels during a 
major security offensive over the past two weeks, 
the country’s interior minister, Idris Naim Sahin, 
said Sunday. The rebels were killed in an airpower-
backed offensive that began July 23 near the town 
of Semdinli, in Hakkari province, which sits on the 
border with Iraq. Sahin provided few other details 
on the operation but said the security forces were 
trying to block the rebels’ escape routes into 
northern Iraq. Private NTV television said earlier 
that as many as 2,000 troops were taking part in 
the offensive and that public access to some roads 
in the area were blocked.

Israel bars foreign envoys
Jerusalem: Israel on Sunday barred the delega-

tions of five countries from attending a diplomatic 
conference in Ramallah, in the West Bank, upending 
plans by the Palestinian president to announce his 
intention to renew the Palestinians’ bid this Septem-
ber for enhanced status in the United Nations.

A senior Israeli official said the delegations from 
Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Indonesia and Malaysia 
were denied permission to use Israeli border cross-
ings because their governments do not recognize 
the state of Israel. Palestinian officials said the del-
egations had planned to enter on a helicopter from 
Jordan, and called the decision “childish,” “crude,” 
“irresponsible” and “blackmail,” saying it symbol-
ized the larger problem with Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank territories it seized in 1967. 

The five countries were among 12 so-called non-
aligned nations sending delegations to Ramallah for 
an emergency conference on the Palestinian issue. 
The other seven — Colombia, Egypt, India, Senegal, 
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe — declined to 
attend without their comrades. The meeting would 
have been the first of its kind in the West Bank 
since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority.

Tropical storm skirts Jamaica
Port Royal, Jamaica: Tropical Storm Ernesto 

brushed past Jamaica’s southern coast Sunday, 
causing heavy rains but few problems as it took a 
course expected to carry it by Honduras and across 
the Yucatan Peninsula into the Gulf of Mexico.

Zambian miners kill manager
Mogadishu, Somalia: Relations between the 

Chinese managers and Zambian miners at the 
Chinese-owned Collum coal mine in Zambia have 
been strained for years and boiled over Sunday 
in a riot over a pay dispute. Enraged miners killed 
the Chinese mine manager, Wu Shengzai, 50, and 
wounded another representative of the Chinese 
mining company, Zambian police said. Wu was 
killed when he tried to flee into the mine and 
workers shoved a coal trolley into him, police and 
government officials said. A second Chinese man 
was injured in the incident and hospitalized.

The miners were protesting what they said was 
management’s failure to pay a recently ordered 
increase of the minimum wage of $320 a month.

Karzai to replace ministers
Kabul, Afghanistan: President Hamid Karzai 

moved quickly Sunday to confirm Parliament’s deci-
sion to dismiss two senior security ministers the day 
before, but he reassured the Western allies that he 
would avoid a vacuum in the two ministries charged 
with fighting the war and organizing the transition to 
Afghan control. In a statement, Karzai said he had 
requested that both of the men who were dismissed 
stay on until replacements could be found. 
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Victoria Landavazo arrived Saturday with her youngest child, Axel, 1, and other relatives to see what a wildfire 
had done to their house in Luther, Okla., where nearly five dozen structures were destroyed.
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Many 
Oklahomans forced to leave their 
homes because of raging wildfires 
were being allowed to return Sun-
day, despite some fires continuing 
to burn and emergency shelters re-
maining open in four communities.

A “monster” fire had devoured 
almost 91 square miles and con-
tinued to burn between Mannford 
and Kellyville in northeastern Okla-
homa’s Creek County as light rain 
and cooler temperatures gave fire-
fighters a brief respite early Sunday, 
Oklahoma Forestry Services spokes-
woman Michelle Finch-Walker said.

She described the blaze as hop-
scotching as it burned some areas 
and left others untouched.

“It’s not like an inferno moving 
across the landscape,” Finch-Walker 
said. “You can drive for miles down 
the highway and see nothing but 
black, but then you can see pockets 
of green, pockets unburned.

“Maybe there was a creek (that 
stopped the fire),” she said. “May-
be the wind blew it in a different 
direction.”

Finch-Walker said residents of 
the town of Mannford, which was 
evacuated Saturday, had been al-
lowed to return.

Gov. Mary Fallin traveled to 
Mannford and nearby Drumright 
on Sunday, where she met with 
residents and local officials, telling 
reporters afterward that the state 
is doing all it can to assist in put-
ting out the flames.

“This has really stretched the 
resources of the state of Okla-
homa,” she said. “It’s just been a 
huge fight.”

Finch-Walker said OFS had sent 
pumper trucks with water and 

bulldozers to fight the fires, while 
the Oklahoma National Guard pro-
vided helicopters to dump water 
on the flames.

“They don’t put out the fire; 
they cool down the area,” by drop-
ping water on a blaze, Finch-Walk-
er said. “To allow firefighters to 
get in and fight.”

Nigel Holderby, a spokeswom-
an for the American Red Cross, 
said four shelters remained open 
Sunday, and an information cen-
ter in the high school auditorium 
in Luther remained in operation. 
The center, established by the Red 
Cross, Salvation Army and other 
agencies, is providing residents 
with information on how to find 
government assistance, such as 
replacing birth certificates and 
 Social Security cards.

Finch-Walker said three firefight-
ers were treated and released Friday 
after suffering burns, but that there 
had been no reports of serious in-
juries as a result of wildfires state-
wide. Since late last week, as many 
as 18 fires have been reported.

The National Weather Service 

said 0.15 to 0.16 inches of rain fell 
early Sunday in the area, but no 
more was expected until at least 
midweek.

“They really ran out of steam 
the further south that they 
moved,” meteorologist Bart Haake 
said about the rainfall.

Haake said temperatures for the 
next two to three days are expected 
to be somewhat milder, in the 90s 
rather than above 110 degrees.

Finch-Walker said firefighters 
welcome that bit of news, but with 
the knowledge that it’s only about 
a two-day window.

“It’s not fabulous,” she said. 
“We’re not out of the woods by 
any stretch.”

She said the fire season was 
just getting under way, and wheth-
er it will be as severe as 2011 can-
not be projected. Forestry services 
firefighters battled about 1,800 
blazes in 2011.

The causes of the various fires 
had not been determined Sunday, 
although one that began Friday 
near Luther was being investigat-
ed as a possible arson.

INFERNO COVERS MORE 
THAN 90 SQUARE MILES

Many wildfire evacuation 
orders lifted in Oklahoma

By Ken Miller
Associated Press

A house east of Drumright, Okla., continued to burn Saturday after a wild-
fire swept through and left the land around it scorched and smoldering.
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Violence against women

BOGOTA, Colombia — 
Every glance at a mirror 
transports Consuelo Cordo-
ba to the moment when her 
boyfriend doused her with a 
skin-searing acid that oblit-
erated her face, leaving her 
with gruesome wounds that 
will never heal. 

The chemical burned off 
an ear, melted an eye, ate 
through her lower face and 
ruined her teeth. She now 
wears a skin-tight elastic 
mask, breathes through a 
straw-like tube that protrudes 
from her nose and walks the 
streets looking “like a mon-
ster,” as she put it.

“I would like to go to sleep 
today and not wake up tomor-
row,” she said. “The truth 
is life is too hard and I am 
alone.”

A cheap and quick way 
of destroying a woman’s 
life, acid attacks in India, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh 
have received widespread at-
tention in recent years, and 
a documentary about victims 
in Pakistan won an Oscar 
this year. The gruesome as-
saults have been rare in the 
West, but a rising number 
of attacks in Colombia has 
alarmed prosecutors and 
public health officials and 
has terrified women. Dozens 
of such attacks, in which as-
sailants soak their victims 
with sulfuric or nitric acids, 
are thought to take place 
each year.

The precise reason for the 
spike here — and not in, say, 
neighboring Peru — is not 
known. But women’s rights 
advocates in Colombia talk 
about an epidemic of vio-
lence against women, from 
spouse-battering cases so 
extreme that they make the 
nightly news to reports of 
illegal armed groups using 
rape as a weapon in a murky 
rural conflict.

“Sometimes in the West 
we make fast judgments and 
say, ‘Look how terrible they 
treat women in the East,’ 
and we don’t look first at 
ourselves,” said Monica Roa, 
the Bogota-based interna-
tional programs director of 

ASSAULTS FAMILIAR IN 
THE EAST TAKE HOLD 

IN MACHISMO CULTURE

By Juan Forero
The Washington Post

Colombia 
sees rise 
in acid 
attacks
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BEIRUT — A group of 
Syrian rebels took responsibil-
ity Sunday for the kidnapping 
of 48 Iranians in Damascus 
on Saturday, but the rebels in-
sisted that their captives were 
members of Iran’s elite Revo-
lutionary Guards, not religious 
pilgrims as Iran’s official news 
agency had reported.

“They are Iranian thugs who 
were in Damascus for a field re-
connaissance mission,” said a 
rebel leader, in a video that the 
rebels said showed the captives, 
sitting calmly behind armed 
Syrian fighters. In the video, 
the rebels flipped through what 
they said were Iranian identifi-
cation cards and certificates for 
carrying weapons, proving, the 
rebels said, that the hostages 
were not religious pilgrims.

The identities and motives 
of the captives could not be in-

dependently verified, and some 
rebel groups have not embraced 
the kidnapping or the theory 
laid out by the fighters in the 
video. Col. Malik al-Kurdi, a 
deputy commander of the Free 
Syrian Army — one of several 
competing umbrella groups in-
volved in the fighting — said 
the brigade taking responsibil-
ity for the kidnapping appeared 
to have been acting on its own 
and did not tell the Free Syrian 
Army about the operation.

Iran’s foreign minister, Ali 
Akbar Salehi, contacted the 
Syrian and Turkish foreign 
ministries Saturday, asking 
them to secure the release of 
the 48 Iranians.

In a statement, the Iranian 
Embassy in Damascus said 
that the abducted Iranians had 
traveled to Syria using a “pri-
vate” tour company for a pil-
grimage to the Shiite shrine of 
Sayyida Zeinab, a Shiite site in 
the suburbs of Damascus. Ira-
nian state media said women 
and children were among those 
taken by the Syrian rebels.

48 WERE KIDNAPPED 
IN SYRIA’S CAPITAL

Rebels say hostages 
are Iranian guards

By Damien Cave  
and Hwaida Saad
The New York Times

CAIRO — As many as 16 
 Egyptian police officers were killed 
Sunday when militants stormed a 
 police post near the border with 
 Israel and hijacked two armored 
 vehicles in a brazen attack against 
security forces in the increasingly 
lawless north Sinai peninsula.

The assault, which wounded at 
least seven police officers and border 
patrolmen, came about dusk, when 
gunmen rushed an outpost after of-
ficers had broken their Ramadan fast. 
The Israeli army said militants stole 
two armored vehicles and began driv-
ing toward the Israeli border.

One of the vehicles, which might 
have been used as a suicide bomb, ex-
ploded before it entered Israel. The sec-
ond vehicle was targeted by an  Israeli 
airstrike. Some militants escaped the 
wreckage and were caught by Israeli 
forces. It was not clear how many gun-
men were killed or wounded.

The nationality of the attackers 

was not immediately disclosed, but 
in recent months, north Sinai has be-
come a recruiting ground for Palestin-
ian militants connected to Hamas and 
other radical groups in the Gaza Strip. 
Hamas denied involvement in the 
ambush and said in a statement that 
it “condemns the ugly crime” against 
Egyptian forces.

Egyptian President Mohamed 
Morsi called for an emergency meet-
ing with the military, and state TV re-
ported that the Rafah border crossing 
would be closed indefinitely. “Tonight’s 
attack in Sinai will not go without a re-
sponse,” a Morsi spokesman said.

A security vacuum in the region — 
notorious for weapons, drugs and hu-
man trafficking — has deepened since 
Hosni Mubarak was toppled in last 
year’s Egyptian uprising. Ambushes 
on police and more than 15 bombings 
along a natural gas pipeline supplying 
Israel prompted the Egyptian army to 
bolster its forces in the Sinai.

U.S. and Israeli officials have 
grown concerned that unrest in the 
peninsula could jeopardize the 1979 
Egypt-Israeli peace treaty, which led 
to the return of the Sinai to Egypt 
after 15 years of Israeli control. 

MILITANTS RUSH BORDER 
OUTPOST IN SINAI 

Egyptian police killed 
in attack near Israel

By Jeffrey Fleishman  
and Edmund Sanders

Los Angeles Times


