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has a nervous energy, and 
when he’s over there banging 
around with a hammer, that’s 
when he’s happy.”

Punky Beckett sees the 
town as a place to preserve 
history and Americana. He 
charges no admission to visi-
tors. Perhaps 300 motorists 
pull off U.S. 27 each year to 
take a look around.

In addition, local elemen-
tary school students make an 
annual spring pilgrimage to 
Punkyville. Hot Rod maga-
zine once used the town as a 
background for photographs 
of vintage muscle cars. And 
some years ago, the Becketts 
used the town to host a luau 
with a roast pig.

Beckett began building 
Punkyville in 2003 with the 
service station.

“I just kept adding on and 
adding on,” he said.

As he gives a tour of the 
village, Beckett has a story 
for practically every antique. 
The Willys-Knight Whippet 
sign over the service station 

came out of an attic. Willys-
Knight and Whippet were 
automobile companies that 
made 1920s roadsters. The 
Whippet was introduced 
in 1926, but the 1929 Wall 
Street crash ended its pro-
duction.

The water tower behind 
the service station came from 
the Kentucky Overall Service 
Inc., a former uniform rental 
company in Lawrenceburg.

The hardware store would 

not be the place to stand in 
the event of an earthquake, 
because the hapless visitor 
might be sliced and diced by 
all manner of pitchforks, saws 
and other sharp implements 
hanging from the ceiling.

As he escorted a visitor 
into the bank, Beckett said: 
“You can deposit money in 
here, but I’m going to tell you 
going in: It ain’t insured.”

Inside is a teller’s window 
and an old-time punch clock 

that rings a bell when you 
punch the time. He bought 
that at a sale of TGI Friday’s 
restaurant furnishings.

Beckett bought the den-
tist’s chair in Bardstown.

“I’m a pretty good dentist, 
if you need some work done,” 
he said. Then he picked up 
a set of choppers and said, 
“When I get through with 
you, I’ll give you false teeth 
and you’re ready.”

The church seats 100 
people. The pews and the 
bell in the tower came from 
a Bracken County church 
that closed. Five or six wed-
dings have been performed at 
the Punkyville chapel. All but 
one of the marriages is going 
strong, Beckett said.

In front of the town is a 
red caboose that he brought in 
on a “big dozer trailer.” The 
caboose is filled with train-
related equipment, including 
a steam-engine whistle and 
railroad lamps.

“We were going to make a 
clubhouse out of it, and play 
cards in the wintertime,” 
Beckett said. “But we ended 
up just making a museum out 
of it.”

He amassed his collection 
from here, there and every-
where. Over the years, people 
started donating to it. Some-
times they just drop off stuff 
at Punkyville, with no note of 
explanation.

“A lot of it I bought,” Beck-
ett said. “I don’t smoke or 
drink, and don’t travel much.” 
Whatever disposable income 
he has goes to build his faux 
town.

It’s impossible to say how 
much Beckett has spent in 
erecting the town and fur-
nishing it with all the collect-
ibles. When a visitor asked 
how much the total collec-
tion might fetch at auction, 
Beckett couldn’t give an es-
timate.

“Probably more than I 
gave for it. I’m cheap,” Beck-
ett said.

Beckett was one of seven 
children raised by a tenant 
farmer and a stepmother 
near McKinneysburg, a small 
community on the Licking 
River in southeastern Pend-
leton County. The nickname 
“Punky” has been with Beck-
ett “ever since I was a pup.” 
He still meets with some of 

the guys he grew up with “for 
a good bull session” each Sun-
day morning at the Chatter-
box Diner in Falmouth.

“I tell ’em, ‘I was raised 
so hard, we had fried wa-
ter  every Sunday morning,’” 
Beckett said. “We were raised 
hard and tough and poor, but 
we all survived. Had plenty to 
eat.”

In his younger days, he 
built tobacco barns — a skill 
that came in handy later in 
erecting the buildings for 
Punkyville. Besides being 
“mayor” of the faux town, he 
held an elected county office 
at one time. He was a mag-
istrate on Pendleton County 
Fiscal Court for eight years, 
but he moved out of the mag-
isterial district.

Joyce Beckett said she 
doesn’t mind her husband 
coming home with, say, a ca-
boose and putting it in the 
town.

“Keeps him out of my hair,” 
she said. “I’ll put up with it 
until he brings in the liquor 
and the dance-hall girls.”
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Charles “Punky” Beckett, 67, started creating Punkyville in 2003, when he built the service station. “I just kept adding on and adding on,” he said. Now it’s a destination for groups of schoolkids.
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Beckett had plans to make this caboose a clubhouse for his 
friends, “but we ended up just making a museum out of it.” 

vestigation, with help from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives and 
local police. Oak Creek Police 
Chief John Edwards said the 
shooting is being “treated as 
a domestic terrorist-type inci-
dent.”

Federal law enforcement 
officials said it was too early 
to tell what happened and 
why.

“Right now, it’s just a mass 
shooting,” said a federal of-
ficial who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he was 
not an authorized spokesman. 
“What you have is somebody 
who went into a Sikh temple 
and opened fire. Who knows 
what his motivation was?”

Teresa Carlson, special 
agent in charge of the FBI’s 
Milwaukee Division, said that 
“while the FBI is investigat-
ing whether this matter might 
be an act of domestic terror-
ism, no motive has been de-

termined at this time.”
Law enforcement officials 

released few details and would 
not say how many people were 
inside the temple at the time.

Edwards said the officer 
who was injured, a 20-year vet-
eran, was helping a victim out-
side when he was “ambushed” 
and shot multiple times. An-
other officer then shot and 
killed the gunman, he said.

“It stopped a tragic event 
that could have been a lot 
worse,” Edwards said.

The pain was especially 
felt among the nation’s more 
than 500,000 adherents of the 
Sikh faith, most of whom are 
first- or second-generation im-
migrants from India, where 
Sikhism was founded several 
centuries ago as an offshoot 
of Hinduism.

Sikh men tend to stand out 
because of their beards and col-
orful turbans, which are ritually 
wrapped around uncut hair, and 
leaders in the community say 
they are sometimes confused 
with Muslims and viewed with 
suspicion. After the attacks of 

Sept. 11, 2001, there were scat-
tered reports nationwide of ha-
rassment or attacks on Indian 
Sikhs, including the killing of 
an unarmed man in Phoenix.

Bhai Gurdarshan Singh, the 
high priest of a Sikh temple in 
Gaithersburg, Md., was about 
to begin services Sunday 
morning when he was pulled 
aside and told of the shooting. 
He immediately informed his 
congregants and led them in a 
prayer for the victims.

“We are literally hurt, and 
we pray for the families,” he 
said.

Other congregants stepped 
out into the lobby to learn 
more on their smartphones, 
and some were particularly 
alarmed that the shooting 
took place while Sunday-
school classes were going on.

“It makes you question your 
own safety as an American in 
your own country,” said Daman 
Kaur, 26, of Frederick, Md.
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Washington Post reporters Michael 
Laris, Annys Shin and Julie Tate 
contributed to this report.

WASHINGTON — Jared 
L. Loughner, the man accused 
of killing six people and 
wounding Rep. Gabrielle Gif-
fords and 12 others in a 2011 
shooting rampage, will plead 
guilty in an Arizona court on 
Tuesday, a person briefed on 
the case said Sunday.

The development would be 
a surprising twist in a case in 
which Giffords, a Democrat, 
was shot in the head while 
meeting with constituents at a 
shopping center in Tucson on 
Jan. 8, 2011. Thirty-one shots 
were fired from a handgun. 
Among those killed were a fed-
eral judge and a 9-year-old girl.

Loughner’s decision to 
plead guilty came after psy-
chiatric evaluations found him 
competent to stand trial in 
a case in which prosecutors 
most likely would have argued 
for a death sentence if he was 
convicted.

Loughner, who faced 49 
criminal charges, including 
first-degree murder, initially 
pleaded not guilty but was de-
clared mentally incompetent 
to stand trial in May 2011 
after an outburst that forced 
deputy marshals to remove 
him from the courtroom.

Loughner, 23, has since re-
ceived court-ordered treatment 
at a federal psychiatric hospital 
in Springfield, Mo., as pros-
ecutors and defense lawyers 

contested whether he would 
ever be fit to stand trial.

A guilty plea, if accepted by 
U.S. District Court Judge Larry 
A. Burns, would most likely re-
sult in a life sentence and avoid 
a prolonged trial. The develop-
ment was reported Saturday in 
The Los Angeles Times.

The person briefed on the 
case, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said psychiatric 
experts who had evaluated 
Loughner recently determined 
that he was, after treatment 
that included forced medica-
tion, competent enough to 
change his plea and would tes-
tify to that effect at a scheduled 
hearing Tuesday in Tucson.

The person said it would 
be up to Burns to accept the 
plea after hearing testimony 
from the experts.

Loughner to enter 
guilty plea Tuesday  
in Tucson shooting

By Steven Lee Myers  
and Michael S. Schmidt

The New York Times

Jared Loughner  
was recently 

found compe-
tent to stand 

trial on 49 
charges.


