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Myanmar's Suu Kyi reported 
winning historic vote 

By AYE AYE WIN 
Th. "''''''''''ted 1'<_ 

YANGON, Myarunar 
- She struggled for a free 
Myanmar for a quarter
cennu)" much of it spent 
locked away under house 
arrest. Now, the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate whose 
nonviolent campaign for 
democracy at home trans
fonned her into a global 
icon is on the verge of ali

cending to public office for 
the first time. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, 66, 
was ele.::ted to parliament 
Sunday in a historic victory 
buffeted by the jubilant 
cheers of supporters who 
hope her triwuph will mark 
a major turning point in a 
nation still emerging from a 
nnhless era of military rule. 

If confirmed, the elec
tion win also will Illark an 
astonishing reversal of for
tune for a woman who be
came one of the world's 
Illost prominent prisoners 
of conscience. When she 

Wa! finally released in late 
2010, ju.n after a vote her 
palty boycotted that was 
deemed neither free nor 
fair, few could have imag
ined she would make the 
leap from democracy ad
vocate to elected official in 
less than 17 months, open
ing the way for a potential 
presidential run in 2015. 

But Myanmar has 
challged dralll<ltically over 
that time. The junta finally 
ceded power last year, and 
altllOugh many of its lead
ers merely swapped their 
military unifomlS for civil
ian suits, they went on to 
stun even their staunchest 
critics by releasing political 
prisoners, signing cease
fires with rebels, relaxing 
press censorship and open
ing a direct dialo!,'Ue with 
Suu Kyi - who they tried 
to silence for decades. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
congratulated Myanmar 
for hold ing the poll. 

THE NEWS IN BRIEF 
IN SHIFT AWAY FROM 

DIPLOMACY, INTERNATIONAL 
COALITION PLANS TO FUND 
SYRIAN OPPOSITION GROUPS. 
A coalition of more than 70 
partners. induding the 
United States, pledged 
Sunday to send millions of 
dollars and communi~a
tions eqUipment to Syria's 
opposition groups, signal
ing deeper invofvement in 
the conflict amid a growing 
belief that diplomacy and 
sauctions alone cannot end 
the Damascus regime's re
pression. 

The shift by the U.s. 
and its Western and Arab 
allies toward seeking to 
sway the military balance 
in Syria carries regional 
risks because the crisis 
there increasingly resem
bles a proxy conflict that 
could exacerbate $CCtarian 
tensions. The Syrian rebels 
are overmatched by heavi
ly armed regime forces. 

The summit meeting of 
the uFriends of the Syrian 
People" follows a year of 
failed diplomacy that seems 
dose to running its coune 
with a troubled peace plan 
led by U.N.-Arab League 
envoy Kofi Annan. 

Indeed, U.s. Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and other partici
pants at the conference in 
Istanbul uniformly ex
pre$Sed concern Annan's 
plan might backfire, specu
lating thaI Syrian President 
Bashar Assad would try to 
manipulate it to prolong his 
hold on power. 

Clinton said she was 
waiting for Annan's report 
to the U.N. Security Coun
cil today on the status of his 
pea~e plan. 

BLACKS HAVE TROUBLE 
CLURING HPY, STUDY 
FINDS; MAY HELP EXPLAIN 
CERVICAL CANCER RATE DIS
PARTTY. Provocative new re
search might help explain 
why black women are .'lO 

much more likely than 
whites to develop and die 
from cervical cancer: They 
seem to have more trouble 
dearing H PV, the virus 

~~ ~ ------

'25%~'1 
A L 
CLEANING 
SERVICES (01'-, __ _ "'---"-' .- ...... ---... --_1.-_-. ... -_ ... _ ..... ,. 

tlla! causes the disease. 
Doctors have long 

thought less access to 
screening and follow-up 
health care were the rea· 
sons black women are 40 
percent more likely to de
velop cervi~al cancer and 
twice as likely to die from 
il. The new study involving 
yOllng college women slIg
geslll there might be a bio
logical explanation for the 
racial disparity, too. 

H further study confinns 
this novel finding, it would 
make the H I'V vaccine even 
more important for black 
women, said WOlta McCas
kill-Stevens, a prevention 
specialist at the National 
Cancer Institute. The vac
cine is re<:ommendcd for all 
girls starting at age II. 

The study was presenled 
Sunday at an American As
sociation for Cancer Re
search conference in Chi
cago. 

Certain $lrnins of HPV, 
the hwnall papillomavirus, 
cause cervical cancer, but 
brief infections are very 
common in young women. 
They usually go away on 
their own within a year or so 
and only pose a cancer risk 
when they last long·tenn_ 

lMNO HISTDII't. MORE T1IAN 
21 MIlOt PEOPlE COULD RHO 
THEMSlMS IN 1940 U.s. CEH
SUS RECDRDS. When the 
1!)40 census records are re
leased today, Verla Morri! 
can consider herself a part of 
livin hisIory. 
~oms, who is in her 

lOOth year, will get to expe· 
rience the novelty of seeing 
her own name and details 
about her life in the records 
being released by the U.S. 
National Archives online 
after 71 years of confiden
tiality expires. 

ul'd be happy 10 see it 
tllere,~ she said. "I don't 
think anything could sur
prise me, really.~ 

Moms is one of more 
than 21 million people 
alive in the U.S. and Puerto 
Rico who were counted in 
the 16th federal decennial 
census. 

Speaking at a news confer
ence in Istanbul, Turkey, 
she said Washin!,'!.on was 
committed to supporting 
the nation's reform effort. 

~Even the mosl repres
sive regimes can reform, 
and even the most dosed !lO

cieties can open, ~ she said. 
The tOpdOWII revolution 

ha! left Myanmar befud
dled and wondering how it 
happened - or at least, why 
now? One theory says the 
military-backed regime had 
long been desperate for le
gitimacy and a lifijng of 
Western sanctions, and its 
leadership had quietly f(.'(;

ognUed that their impover
ished country, formerly 
known as Bumla, had fallen 
far behind the rest of sky
scraper-rich N;ia. 

local doctors need your help 
with a research study testing an 
investigational medication. 

This research study needs men at least 50, 
and women at least 55, who suffer chronic 
gout and have experienced a heart attack, 
hospitalized unstable angina, stroke or 
complications due to diabetes. 

If you have chronic gout and a history 01 cardioYllscular disease call or log 
on to our web site to learn more about this study. The information we learn 
from this study could help millions. 

GOUTSTUDYNOW.COM 

(270) 282-041 5 

You have the vision ... 
We have the 

money to lend. 

At First Citizens, we're locally managed to give 
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