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LOOKING BACK 
ON THIS o.m. IN 1912, the 

j'ust-completed RMS Titanic 
eft Belfast 10 begin its sea tri

als eight days before its ilI
fated maiden voyage bcg".ln. 

1M 1513, Spanish explorer 
Juan Ponce de Leon landed 
in present-day florida. 

IN 1911, President Wood
row Wilson asked Congress 
to declare war against Ger
many, saying, ~The world 
must be made safe for 
dcmoc;racy." Congre!;S de
clared war four days later. 

IN HARDIN COUNTY 
30 YEARS AGO, former 

Elizabethtown High School 
baseball star Donnie 'lbomas 
played a major role in the 
Western Kennteky University 
baseball team's Sl.1ccess dur
ing the spring season. He led 
the learn in hilting with a .431 
batting awrage and had an 
18-s~ne hitting streak snap
ped the previous weekend. 

20 YEARS AGO, five teen
age boys, residents of the 
Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children's Baptist Youth 
Ranch in Elizabethtown, 
were getting ready to spend 
their spring break walking 
100 mile! from Elizabeth· 
town to Utica, a town near 
Owensboro. The trek was 
10 raise money to help pay 
medical bills for a child who 
had leukemia. The teen ~ 

hoped to raise $1,000. 
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LOCAL NEWS AND NOTE S FROM AROUND KENTUGKIANA 

Federal money brings new 
technology to schools 

Race to the Top funds 
implement database 

for local teachers 

$17 million in federal money as 
part of a grant application process 
that focu.'lCd on slates working to 
improve education systems. 

With this portion of the money, 
school districts arc bringing CJITS 
to their districts, and will begin a 
gradual roll-out of the system 
throughout thei r districts begin
ning this summer. 

bank, which teachers can use to 
create their own quizzes and tests 
with questions supplied by the 
bank. Once the assessmenl is com· 
pleted by st\tdenll, resulll can be 
automatically analyzed to deter
mine student perfoollullce. 

By KELLY CANTRALL 
kC1n'notI@th~n,.rpri~.com 

"I just think it's going to be phe
nomenal ," she said. 

School districts in the county 
are using federal money to imple
ment a new program thai provides 
resources and support to teachers 
in regards to classroom instruction. 

Local districts are receiving fed
eral Race to the Top mOlley in the 
upcoming months and are using it 
to implement Continuous InstnlC
tional Improvement Technology 
System, which i.5 a database teacn
ers can usc to look up curriculum 
standards, plan lessons and create 
assessmenll. 

CJITS connecll to the districll' 
Infinite Campus system, which 
keeps student infonnatiou. Along 
with that, the program has an in
structional componenl, too, said 
Karen Branham, assistant superin
tendent for instruction at Eliza
bethtown Independent Schools. 
Teachers can find all of the stan
dards for which they must go by 
when planning lessons. 

It will take Irnining for teachers 
to learn how to use all of ill func
tions, which is important to any 
new PTOb>Tan1 implementation, said 
Mark Kopp, associate superinten
dent for curricnlum and instruction 
at Hardin CoWlty Schools. 

~ I would like to see this pro
gram assist teachcrs instructional
ly: Kapp said. 

"Everything you can think Of,H 
BrlUtham said. 

The program also allows teach
ers to see lesson plans designed by 
other leachers, which they can use 
to gather ideas for their own class
rooms. Elizabethtown Independent 

Schools tentatively is receiving 
$20,849, and I·Jardin County 
Schools is set to receive $125,516. 

After choosing a standard, tea
chers can use the PTOb'Tam to plan 
a lesson around it using resources 
the database provides, she said. Ie 
also contains an assessment item 

"That can only bcnefit our 
kids, ~ he said. 

Kenlucky as a state will receive 
KeDy CMtrall ~ be 

readied at (270) 5OHm. 

MOO-VING ALONG 
Cows mosey up to a bam Monclay In a pasture along U.S. 62. 

Radcliff animal shelter 
seeing rise in cat dropoffs 

Manager says cats left 
in bushes, outside to 
fend for themselves 

By MARTY nNLEY 
m R n"'y@then""""n,.rpri.., .c~rn 

Monica Wilcox said 
she ill overwhelmed as her 
animal shelter in Radcliff 
has become bombarded 
with cat dropoffs. 

The manager of Wood
land Wildlife, Wilcox is 
asking pet owner.; to be 
more considerate of the 
animals they discard and 
the shelters thai are trying 
their best to take care of 
those animals by finding 
them homes. 

Wilcox said 22 to 24 
cats have been dropped 
off at the shelter without 
warning in the past year 
and most are left to fend 
for themselves until she 
finds them. She said she 
has found kin ens in her 
flowe r bushes and It! 

boxes that say ~please 

fin d home." Only a few 
were in kennels. 

One of the cats had a 
broken jaw and had been 
phySically abused but 
most call have been well 
fed and appeared to be 
taken care of properly 
before they were Wlcere
moniously dumped. 

~ I don 't know what to 
do to stop il," she said. 
Wilcox said she has 
caught a few pet owners 
driving off during a 
dropoffbut she conld not 
gather enough informa· 
lion to file a complaint 
with police. 

~They can't do any
thing,~ she said of law en
forcement. 

Wilcox said she wishes 
owners who feel the need 
10 drop off pets would 
contact her and anange a 
dropoff so she CWl talk to 

contacI 14. R~ ~y will \aile 5UMlA,r ONU USY Ho' ".. _ 

them aboul the animal 
and their reasons for leav· 
ing it behind. Leavingcats 
unattended, Specifically 
killens, is dangerous be· 
cause a cat may dart into 
the road, she added. 

"I'm really stressed 
out about this. ~ she said. 

Wilcox said the econ· 
omy may be playing a 
role in some casting their 
pets aside because they 
can no longer afford to 
care for them, or families 
could be moving and are 
unable to take pets with 
them. 

Regardle$!l, she said, 
there are beller approa· 
ches to finding an animal 
a new home. 

Wilcox said dropoITs 
also place a burden on 
her shelter but she tries to 
place as many of the ani· 
mals as she Cart. 

I'enny Edwards. man
ageT of the Vine Grove 
Animal Refuge Center, 
said her shefter saw a 
large number of dropoITs 
last year but has not 
recorded any spikes this 
year out of the ordiuary. 

•• • ~$. 1U PlACE A DlSPUllll 

Both shelten are no-kill 
facilities. 

Edwards said shelte~ 

everywhere are seeing 
large numbeu of cats 
pas!; through their doors. 

~Most of your shelters 
are jusl filled up with 
cars,~ she said. 

The Vine Grove shel
ter primarily is a cat shel
ter with 120 to 130 caU 
and a few dogs a.nd goats. 
Edward~ said the shelter 
also has a donkey. 

While the shelter col
lects fewer dogs, ~he said 
it adopts 80 to 90 percent 
of dogs with a carryover 
of one to two per year. In 
comparison. the shelter 
adopts 60 to 70 cats per 
year with a carryover of 
15 to 20 per year, she 
oddod 

Edwards said finances 
may be a big reason why 
dropoITs are prevalent at 
some shelters. 

~[ think the economy 
has a lot to do with it,~ 

she said. 

Marty Flntey tIUI be 
roached at (2701505-1762. 
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Lawmakers 
bust myth with 

open budget 
negotiations 

Lawmakers busted a 
myth late last week when 
they reached agreement on 
a $19 billion state budget 
wilhout retreating oul of 
publiC view. 

In the past, budget nego
tiators have worked out de
tails of Kenlucky's budget 
behind closed doors with 
shades down, hallways 
roped off and stale troopers 
standing guard. 

Negotialors this year al
lowed cameras from public 
television station KIT to 
run throughout the pro
ceedings. Reporters weren't 
allowed in the room bitt 
were able 10 monitor the 
talks via the KET feed. 

In passing an open meel
ings law decades ago, Ken
tucky lawmakers excluded 
themselves from its provi
sions. And House and 
Senate leaders have tradi
tionally used that exclusion 
10 its full est, shutting them
selves away to decide how 
to divvy up the public's 
money. 

ROBARD S 

Adventure 
camp opens 

An adventure camp has 
opened in western Ken
tucky that is geared toward 
those who have suffe red 
brain injuries. 

The Brain Injury Adven
ture Camp in Robards be
gan offering day camps for 
groups last month and has 
bookings from various 
groups throughfune. 

Henderson CoWlty resi
dent Tim J ohns decided to 
develop the nonprofil more 
than two years ago, after his 
SOil suffered a traumatic 
bruin injury in 2003 while 
snowboarding. 

Before the land was de
veloped, it was overl:,'TOwn 
farm land that hadn't been 
used for 30 yean. 

J ohns said activities at 
the canlp are customiz.ed 10 
fit the needs of each group. 
The CIUIIP offers a fishing 
pond, walkiug trails, open 
fields. low rope courses and 
zip lines. 

BURGIN 

High school senior 
gives away 

prom dresses 
A high school senior 

wants to make sure other 
girls in centml Kentucky are 
able to have a fairy tale proUt. 

11u Adwcatt-Mtsrmgtr re
ported that'! why Jill Mont
gomery is giving away 12.s 
d~ plus shoes, jewelry 
and other accessories. All the 
items have been do",,«..([ and 
are on display - and free for 
the taking - on April 7 at 
Burgin Christian Church. 

Montgomery $lIid she got 
the idea last year after a 
church service during which 
the pastor spoke about ordi
nary people doing extraordi
nary things. 

She WId her fanrily talked 
about several ideas, but 
Prom it Forward was the 
best one. Ulst year, she gave 
donated prom dresses 10 25 
girls, but this year she's had 
more time 10 prepare. 
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