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The Cincinnati Bengals hoped to beef
up their lines in their late first round
draft picks in the 2012 NFL Draft.
Sports,
Page B1 A couple of after-
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KICKING OFF A NEW
SOMERNITES SEASON

Planning comes to fruition with first Cruise of the season this weekend

INSIDE
Walk-in absentee voters may cast ballots for candidates in the May 22
primary elections, beginning Monday, April 30, at 8 a.m.. Page A2
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The April Somernites Cruise “Show & Shine” featured automobile are Buick, Oldsmobile, and
Pontiac, otherwise known as “BOP.” This weekendʼs event is the first Somernites Cruise of the
2012 season.

Storms
early

Thursday
cause little

damage

By CHRIS HARRIS
CJ Staff Writer

Somernites Cruise
fans, start your
engines: This weekend
marks the first cruise
of the 2012 season.

Mark Hansford, vice
president of the
Somernites Cruise
team, noted that all
the work, planning,
and preparation that
goes into the seven-
month-a-year classic
car show finally pays
off whenever April
rolls around each year.

“It’s the minutiae
and details that you’ve
got to get through to

■■ Power outages,
downed trees
are reported
By BILL MARDIS

Editor Emeritus

Trees were knocked down
and as many as 8,900 South
Kentucky RECC customers
were without power early
Thursday morning as a fast-
moving thunderstorm roared
across the Lake Cumberland
area.

“Wayne County was
hammered pretty hard,” said
Jeff Carico, spokesman for
the National Weather Service
at Jackson. He said trees and
power lines were down in all
parts of Wayne County.

In Whitley City, a roof was
blown off a building and
landed on a car wash, Carico
said. No injuries were
reported.

State Supreme Court upholds
Pulaski child abuse conviction
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The Kentucky
Supreme
Court, in a 6-1
opinion,
upheld the
2008 criminal
abuse
conviction of
Patrick
OʼConner,
who was
arrested in
August 2007
after
authorities
discovered
his three
children
locked in
their
bedrooms
and living in
“deplorable”
conditions. 

■■ Child was found in ‘deplorable’ conditions in 2007
By HEATHER
TOMLINSON
CJ Staff Writer

A Pulaski County
man’s criminal abuse
conviction has been
upheld by the state’s
highest court nearly
four years after he
was locally tried for

his crimes. 
In a 6-1 opinion, the

Kentucky Supreme
Court on Thursday
reversed a decision by
the Kentucky Appeals
Court that would’ve
overturned Patrick
O’Conner’s criminal
abuse convictions,
handed down by a

Pulaski County jury
in May 2008. 

O’Conner was
arrested and indicted
on criminal abuse
charges based on an
August 2007 incident
in which a social
worker and a local
sheriff’s deputy
observed three of his

children, who were
seven months old, two
years old and three
years old, in what was
described as
“deplorable”
conditions. 

Evidence presented

Race for 15th District Senate seat highlights primary

Chris Girdler Mark Polston AC Donahue

By BILL MARDIS
Editor Emeritus

The most visible
contest in the
upcoming May 22
primary is among

four candidates
vying for the 15th
Senatorial District
seat in the
Kentucky Senate.
They are ardently

campaigning to
attract votes from
55,631 registered
Republicans in the
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