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From our files
100 YEARS AGO — 1912

David Davis, of Danville, brought to the newspaper office a
pair of mongrels — half chicken and half turkey. e fowls
have chicken bodies and turkey heads. ey make a noise
during the day of a chicken and at night they sound like a
turkey. e fowls are five months old, but are very small for
their age. ey are just as tame as can be and are playful too.
ey frequently ride the back of Mr. Davis’ dog, with which
they have been raised.

Mr. Hankla, of Perryville,having heard of the success of the
Harrodsburg people in securing markers for the graves of
Confederate soldiers buried there, came in to town to see Mr.
Meriwether Smith to enlist his services on behalf of the res-
idents in Perryville who are making an effort to secure mark-
ers for the graves of Confederate soldiers who died at the
Goodnight Hospital.

Mr. Hankla says there are over 100 graves on the old Good-
night farm for which markers should be secured under the
act passed by Congress several years ago.

One of the best measures adopted by the Kentucky Legisla-
ture was the Douglas bill permitting Danville to use the prof-
its of the water plant to improve the city’s streets. All people
pay taxes toward the water system, yet a large percentage of
the people are unable to take advantage of this splendid pub-
lic utility and therefore have had but little use of the expen-
diture in taxes. In fact, the fire protection is all they get. e
use of water profits to improve the streets for everyone is rea-
sonable.

75 YEARS AGO — 1937

The Biology Department of the Junction City High School
has been presented with a baby alligator by Tommie Burke.
On a recent trip to Florida he came across the animal and
brought it home intending to present it to his grandmother.
But, to his disapointment she would not accept it. No official
name has been given to the alligator yet.

A drive to rid Danvilleof the spring and summer infestation
of mosquitos is on. e Danville Rotary Club and the Red
Cross Sanitation Committee will be searching for the pests’
breeding places so that they can be cleaned out. Two partic-
ular breeding places include a large lot on South Second
Street where water stands at long intervals; and the sewage
disposal plant at Sixth and Earl streets.

Also, there were 30 cases of malarial fever in the Parksville
area, so apparently a dangerous mosquito breeding spot is
there too.

The Bate High School Bulldogswill be playing a post-season
basketball game to raise funds to send the team (runners up
in the recent state championship tournament) to the na-
tional tourney in Gary, Ind.

e local school finds it necessary to raise $100 for the
team expenses. e faculty has already raised $15 of the sum. 

The contract to locate the Goodall Company’s manufactur-
ing plant for Palm Beach suits has been signed.e new plant
will employ about 600 people with a payroll over $1,000 daily.

e two-story factory building should be erected by July
15 and will be located on Stanford Street on land recently ac-
quired for that purpose from the state. It was formerly part
of a pasturage for the Kentucky School for the Deaf and ad-
joins the Bate Colored grade and high schools.

50 YEARS AGO — 1962

The Court of Appeals affirmed the ruling of the Boyle
Circuit Court that the City of Danville can erect a build-
ing for the Fram Corp. in Junction City. The friendly suit
had been brought by Iren and margaret Norvvell vs. the
City of Danville, The City of Junction City and The Fram
Corp.

e higher court’s ruling means that Danville can now
legally go ahead and finance and build the Fram building in
Junction City.

Centre College’s old Boyle-Humphrey Gymnasium, where the
first Kentucky state high school basketball tournament was
held in 1918, has undergone a $300,000 complete rehabili-
tation and is now a beautiful, modern student center. It is the
first such student center or union ever on the historic 143-
year old campus.

e building will be named Sutcliffe Hall in honor of Cen-
tre alumni Mr. and Mrs. Elbert G. Sutcliffe of Harrods Creek
and Danville. (She is the former Edith McClure of Danville
and a sister of Dr. George McClure Jr. of Danville.) e stu-
dent center was made possible by a gift to Centre from the
Sutcliffes.

The Earl Butcher family of Stanford has been named “Family
of the Year” in the Danville District of the Methodist Church,
which will then be the 14-county district’s nominee for the
Church’s “National Family of the Year.”

Mr. and Mrs. Butcher, both of whom are school teachers,
have two daughters, Jane Marie and Rosanne.

25 YEARS AGO — 1987

Completion of the U.S. 127-150 bypass around Danville is one
of the major highlights of the proposed revision of the
county’s Comprehensive Plan for the next 20 years. Concern-
ing the proposals for road improvements, the existing leg of
the bypass was built in the late 1960s but has yet to be com-
pleted. Under the revised plan, Goggin Road would be ex-
tended westward from its intersection with Ky. 34 (Lexington
Road) to connect with the bypass at a point just north of Ar-
gyll subdivision, and Goggin Road would be extended south-
ward from its intersection with Ky. 52 (Lancaster Road) to
connect with U.S. 150 south of Danville.

The Danville school board is considering making a $500 do-
nation to the high school seniors’ first effort at a Project
Graduation Party. e legality of the donation must be con-
sidered said board member James McAfee. e seniors hope
to raise $2,000 to be able to hold the drug and alcohol-free
party at Centre College.

Although the search is still in its early stages, a Garrard
County farm owned by Nelson Bunker Hunt ranks as one of
the top prospects for the site of a University of Kentucky agri-
cultural experiment station. e 2,000-acre Hunt farm,
which is at the corner of Ky. 34 and U.S. 27, is an excellent
farm that meets all of the criteria said a UK spokesman.

By BRAD NYSTROM

Professor emeritus, Centre College 

and  JOANN HAMM

Jacobs Hall Museum volunteers 

Editor’s note: In 1874, Ken-
tucky School for the Deaf began
publishing a weekly in-house news-
paper, the Kentucky Deaf-Mute to
give the male students an opportu-
nity to learn the printing trade. KSD
published the newspaper continu-
ously from 1874 to 2004 with only
a name change in 1895 — to the
Kentucky Standard. 
From 1883 until 1942, George M.

McClure was the editor of the paper.
His relationships with students and
wide connections with schools for
the deaf throughout the country
give a glimpse of the life of students
and staff in a residential school for
the deaf and show how the com-
munity touched the lives of students
and staff at the school.  

Jacobs Hall Museum vol-
unteers make excerpts from
the campus news found in
the Deaf-Mute and Standard
from 125 years ago (1887),
100 years ago (1912) and 75
years ago (1937) available to
the community each month
in “Looking Back at KSD’s
Past.”

From The Kentucky 
Deaf-Mute, March 1887

e superintendent fin-
ished the examinations last
week after being engaged on
them a month. It is a long, ar-
duous task for one man to se-
lect questions on at least four
different subjects and go
through the examination pa-
pers of 130 pupils, but he has
his reward now. 

However, for he knows
just how each pupil in school
stands, and that is a valuable
knowledge for a superin-
tendent to posses. e stan-
dard for marking has
heretofore been 20 but it has
been changed to 100. 

Pupils in the academic de-
partment, whose standing in
any branch on which they
may be examined shall fall
below 60, forfeit their
chances for a diploma unless
they shall remain an extra
year besides the full nine
years required to secure the
full course diploma. e ex-
amination showed that good
solid work has been done by
both teachers and pupils. It
was not one calculated so
much to bring out what they
remembered as what they
knew, but nearly all of the
pupils obtained an excellent
standing, and the officers
feel much encouraged in
consequence.

Mr. Schoolfield has set out
a young orchard of 50 trees
on his place. e Institution
has also set out a number of
cider-apple trees. We wish it
understood, however, that
no one here (unless it be the
Colonel), indulges in “hard
cider and cinnamon,” all of
our manufacture being con-
verted into vinegar.

e fishing fever has
struck this vicinity and quite
a number of the folks here
could have been found last
Saturday along the banks of
streams and ponds in this
vicinity. eir success was
not extraordinarily brilliant.

Tuesday afternoon the In-
stitution received a visit from
a couple of gentlemen,
Messrs. Hobson and Spears,
accompanied by Mr. Claude
Buckley of Lexington, who
are introducing a new chem-
ical fire extinguisher. is in-
vention consists of a

cylindrical tube with a capac-
ity for holding about a gallon
of water. 

Two small glass balls filled
with liquids are placed inside
in such a way that when the
lid of the tube is screwed
down they are broken and by
chemical action a fluid with
powerful properties against
fire is formed. en the little
“machine” is ready for busi-
ness, and turning on the
water a little thread of it is
thrown on the fire.

e superintendent gave it
a test by breaking up about
20 old barrels, saturating
them with oil and pouring a
bucketful of tar over them.
After setting them on fire and
giving the fire a good start,
the little “squirt gun” was
brought into play and extin-
guished it in less than a
minute. 

More pitch was put on and
the fire started again and al-
lowed to take hold. is time
the mass of burning wood,
oil and pitch could not be ex-
tinguished before the little
cylinder was empty and had
to be refilled. But it demon-
strated its usefulness in case
of incipient fires. Further
tests will be made and the In-
stitution will probably invest
in a few of them.

From The Kentucky 
Standard, March 1912

ere was a meeting of the
deaf of Danville in the library
of the school last Sunday
morning to consider the
matter of the proposed new
church for the deaf in
Louisville. After a free discus-
sion it was decided to ap-
point a committee to canvas
for subscriptions, and to
send word to the deaf of
Louisville that they might
count on the cooperation of
the deaf of this city. Mr.
Blount has charge of the
work of securing pledges
here.

e winter so far has been
very hard and severe, and
many teachers and pupils
have suffered from colds.
Otherwise the health of the
School has been very good.

is school fared well at
the hands of the assembly
that adjourned Tuesday. e
annual income was in-
creased almost $9,000, and
one or two small special ap-
propriations were made. A
bill was passed raising the
per capita from $140 to $150
per annum. Another bill in-

creases the annual appropri-
ation for salaries by $5,000.
e bill to give the school an
education classification was
also passed. 

Several of the teachers
and officers of the Institution
went to the recital at Cald-
well College Monday night.
ey all agree that it was one
of the finest musicals ever
heard in Danville.

Friends and patrons of the
School will, we are sure, be
glad to learn that the bill in-
troduced by Representative
McClure and passed by the
Assembly giving this school
an education classification
has been signed by the Gov-
ernor. is school has always
been conducted as an edu-
cation institution, and has
had, in a measure, its claim
to a place as such recog-
nized. 

When it was established in
1823, its management was
placed in the hands of the
trustees of Centre College of
this place where it remained
for 50 years, and since it has
had a separate board of its
own the effort to emphasize
its educational character has
been unremitting. 

But its position has never,
heretofore, been defined by
statutory enactment, and at-
tempts have at times been
made to place it under the
control of boards having
charge of the charitable, cus-
todial and correctional insti-
tutions of the State. e new
classification will prove a
great advantage to the
School when the question of
its character and status is
raised in future.

From The Kentucky 
Standard, March 1937

Our basketball team took
part in the Southern Tour-
ney, held in Talladega March
4, 5, 6. Eleven schools were
represented Nebraska, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas,
Arkansas, Georgia, Florida,
North Carolina, South Car-
olina, Tennessee and Ken-
tucky

Kentucky defeated Ala-
bama in the first round but
was defeated by Texas in the
second round. In the conso-
lation contest, Alabama de-
feated Kentucky.  

Mississippi was the tour-
nament winner with Texas
second and Arkansas third.
ose making the trip were
Mr. C. B. Hoffmeyer, Coach;
Mr. C. B. Grow; Captain

Arnold Abercrombie, Roy
Connor, Andrew Chesnut,
Jack Tyree, Burnam Noe,
Bourbon Johnston, Roy
Lewallen and Harry Small-
wood.

In the distribution of hon-
ors, Kentucky fared well.  Our
team was awarded the
Sportsmanship trophy. Aber-
crombie was placed on the
all-tournament team, Ches-
nut on the second team and
Connor and Noe on the third
team.

Many plays are given in
our chapel and it has hereto-
fore been quite a tedious job
putting up and taking down
the stage. Mr. Lee has solved
the problem by having a per-
manent framework made of
iron pipe set up over the plat-
form and now when giving a
stage performance all that
will be necessary it so bring
out the curtains and hang
them by convenient hooks
over the rods.

Pauline Dozier, reporter,
wrote that e Federal Re-
serve Bank in Louisville had
a busy time washing and
ironing paper money bills
which were soaked by the re-
cent flood. After washing and
ironing, the worst ones were
sent to Washington and ex-
changed for new paper
money. 

Muddy coins were also
washed but not ironed. It was
a new idea to us — washing
and ironing money.

Our school has just pur-
chased from Mrs. R. G. Stone
the large brick house on Sec-
ond Street opposite our Little
Boys’ Cottage (now on Ja-
cobs Street). e property
has changed hands repeat-
edly, and for some years was
owned and occupied by Mr.
G. T. Schoolfield, then one of
our teachers. 

Later, it passed into the
possession of Mrs. Ellen Lyle,
four of whose daughters be-
came teachers of the deaf,
two in our school. Later, Col.
E. W. Lillard of our Board of
Commissioners purchased
the property and lived there
for several years. After his
death, Mrs. Lillard became
housekeeper at our school.  

We were able to get pos-
session of the property
through a trade with the pro-
moters of the Goodall Palm
Beach Co., factory, soon to
be established in Danville.
ey gave us the house in ex-
change for a strip of pasture
land fronting on the Stanford
highway. 

Looking Back at KSD’s past

For week of Sunday, March 18, 1862: Confederate Cabinet
Shake-up, Stonewall Attacks.

Confederate President Jefferson Davis, beset by recent military set-
backs, orders a major Cabinet reshuffle this week 150 years ago in the
Civil War. The Confederate leader orders on March 18, 1862, that
George W. Randolph — a Virginia native and grandson of Thomas Jef-
ferson — take charge as Confederate war secretary. Randolph succeeds
Judah P. Benjamin. Benjamin, who was criticized for his handling of
the department and now moves to secretary of state. Randolph will go
on in the next eight months to reorganize and bolster the Confederate
war machinery for the battles ahead. Despite recent reversals for the
Confederacy, the war is still young. An Associated Press dispatch in
early March speaks of growing federal worries about a vexing Confed-
erate commander, Maj. Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, now ranging

about the Virginia countryside. AP’s correspondent reports: “Intelligence
from Winchester leads to the belief that General Jackson is there in full
force.” Indeed, some 3,400 Confederate troops commanded by Jack-
son will clash with a far larger Union force of about 8,500 troops on
March 23, 1862, not far away at Kernston, Va. Federal forces stop Jack-
son’s daring drive, but his campaign sounds alarm bells in Washington.
President Abraham Lincoln, wary of Jackson’s threat to the capital from
Virginia’s neighboring Shenandoah Valley, redirects defensive forces to
protect Washington’s back door just when Union Gen. George B. Mc-
Clellan is pressing for all the troops the federal War Department can
spare him. McClellan argues a huge force is needed for an all-out attack
on Richmond he is planning for his upcoming Peninsula Campaign.
And after his campaign fails later in 1862, McClellan will claim he could
have captured the seat of the Confederacy if he had had those extra
troops at his command.

This Week in The Civil War
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This residence, on the corner of Second and Jacobs Streets, was purchased in 1937 through an agreement
with the Goodall Company which then opened the Palm Beach factory on Stanford Road.


