
Working calmly 
in the crossfire

Keith Pitts’ Accurate Tool makes rifles and parts for the military, law enforcement and the public. Here he held his AR-10 model.
PHOTOS BY VICKY BROADUS | vbroadus@herald-leader.com
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In Pitts’ workshop, caliipers and two different micrometers sat 
beside a notebook. Pitts currently makes about 50 rifles a month 
but hopes to increase production to meet the high demand.

Feature articles about 
locally owned businesses are 
often feel-good pieces — a 
creative cupcake maker, 
a charming vintage-radio 
repairman — that exist in 
a world far from the stories 
that are making front-page 
news and dividing the nation. 
But this one, about Lexing-
tonian Keith Pitts’ small but 
growing business, is a little 
different. 

Pitts, 55, is a Kentucky 
craftsman who does precise, 
painstaking work, though 
you’d never find it at Ken-
tucky Crafted or a juried 
art fair in Berea. Over the 
past few years, he’s built a 

reputation for quality that he 
guards vigilantly, even when 
people are beating down his 
website in their eagerness to 
purchase what he makes. 

And what he makes are 
semiautomatic “assault-
style” rifles, specifically the 
AR-15 that’s adored by gun 
enthusiasts but abhorred 
by advocates of stricter gun 
regulations. 

Access to these kinds of 
weapons has become one of 
the most hotly debated issues 
in the nation since Decem-
ber’s Newtown, Conn., school 
massacre, when an AR-15 
with 30-round magazines 
was used to kill 26 children 
and adults at Sandy Hook 

LEXINGTON MAN MAKES RIFLES AT CENTER OF NATIONAL GUN DEBATE
By Vicky Broadus

vbroadus@herald-leader.com

See PITTS, B5
See a photo gallery online.

Richard Gersony was a 
 pre-med student at Columbia 
University in New York City when 
he started drawing illustrations 
for the campus newspaper. Soon 
he faced a dilemma: which career 
path to choose?

“I was going toward 
 medicine,” he said. “But I knew 
inside that what I was best at was 
making  visuals, illustrating and 

creating art.” 
Then a professor suggested he become a 

 medical illustrator. After an internship and  rigorous 
graduate program at the University of  Michigan, 
Gersony moved to Lexington for a  medical 
 illustration job at the University of  Kentucky. 
There he met his wife, Kim, who studied three-
 dimensional animation and interactive design. 

After eight years of training and work 
in  Chicago and Baltimore, they returned to 
 Lexington in 2000 and started Medmovie to take 
medical illustration into the digital world of online 
multimedia. 

Lexmark International announced last week 
the acquisition of its seventh and eighth  software 
companies since mid-2010. The Lexington 
 company paid $31.5 million total for Seattle-based 
AccessVia and San Francisco-based Twistage.

AccessVia’s software allows retail stores to 
prepare print and electronic signs, such as the 
tags on shelves in front of products. 

Twistage’s software helps companies manage 
video, audio, images and other types of media. 

The CEOs of AccessVia and Twistage spoke 
with the Herald-Leader about the companies’ new 
roles in Lexmark’s Perceptive Software unit. This 
is an edited transcript of the conversations. 

Dean A. Sleeper, AccessVia CEO
Question: What made Lexmark a good fit for 

AccessVia?
Answer: “We’re longtime partners, and they’re 

folks we really love to work with.
“The root of it is actually quite simple and 

COMPANY EDUCATES THROUGH VISUALS

App-maker 
gets to heart of 

med matters

$31.5M PAID FOR ACCESSVIA, TWISTAGE

Lexmark adds 
two more firms to 
its software unit

By Scott Sloan
ssloan@herald-leader.com

Richard Gersony, CEO of Medmovie, showed the 
Lexington-based medical illustration and animation 
firm’s new iPad app, CardioSmart Explorer.

TOM EBLEN | teblen@herald-leader.com

TOM  
EBLEN

HERALD-LEADER  
COLUMNIST

See EBLEN, B4

See LEXMARK, B4


