
LEXINGTON, Ky. — Kay Burgess was
at the airport to greet University of Ken-
tucky basketball players as they re-
turned home with a national champion-
ship in 1978.

She attended fan celebrations after
wins in 1996 and 1998. And for 14 years,
the 67-year-old had longed to see the
Wildcats bring home one more national
title.

“It was on my bucket list,” Burgess
said Tuesday as she waited at Rupp Are-
na to applaud the team that captured the
school’s eighth NCAA Championship on
Monday.

“I wanted number eight,” she said.

“I’m not going to say number nine. I’m
satisfied with eight.”

More than 20,000 people packed Rupp
Arena for the celebration, cheering
players and watching the championship
banner slowly drop from the rafters as
the theme song to “2001: A Space Odys-
sey” blared over the sound system.

The team bus, traveling directly from
the Lexington airport, pulled onto the
arena floor to great fanfare as players
and coaches exited one by one. Senior
Darius Miller carried the trophy.

Fans supplied soaring applause for
nearly 30 minutes while speakers
praised the season’s successes and the
university’s efforts. The crowd broke
into chants several times, crying out “Go

Triumphant Cats
get hero’s welcome

Players preparing to leave the stage after Tuesday’s celebration are, from left, Marquis Teague, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, Darius
Miller, Anthony Davis, Terrence Jones and Doron Lamb JAMES CRISP/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Fans fill Rupp Arena to celebrate UK’s national championship

ONLINE
» See photos, videos, stories, blogs and
much more about the University of
Kentucky’s march to the national
basketball championship at www.cou-
rier-journal.com/ncaa.

INSIDE
» All was not well in Lexington during
the celebration that followed the
University of Kentucky’s victory on
Monday night. C4
» See the final coaches’ basketball
rankings for UK, the University of
Louisville, Murray State University and
Indiana University. C4
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mwynn@courier-journal.com
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Southern Indiana:
Showers and storms
likely today. Cooler
tomorrow with a re-
duced chance of rain.
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Ford Motor Co. officially launches pro-
duction of the 2013 Ford Escape sport util-
ity vehicle today, capping a 15-month,
$631 million renovation of the Louisville
Assembly Plant.

The Escape is the
nation’s best-selling
compact SUV, and it
will be built by 3,100
workers on two shifts
staffing an assembly
line that is expected to
eventually turn out
roughly 70 vehicles an
hour, or one Escape ev-
ery 42 seconds.

Ford hopes to expand employment at
the plant to 4,600 by the second half of the
year, plant manager John Savona said
Tuesday.

Louisville Assembly, which had previ-
ously produced the Explorer SUV, had
closed in December 2010 for the renova-

ESCAPE’S
NEW ERA
STARTS
TODAY
Louisville Assembly Plant
transformed for Ford SUV
By Jere Downs
jdowns@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Kiki Brown helps Clay Saylor use a torque
tool as he trains to build the 2013 Ford
Escape. Louisville production of the new
vehicle begins today. PAM SPAULDING/THE C-J

See ESCAPE, Page A7

ONLINE
See a video and
photo gallery of
the Louisville
Assembly plant as
Ford Escape pro-
duction gets
under way.

Mitt Romney tightened his grip on the
Republican presidential nomination Tues-
day night, winning the Maryland primary
in a rout and bidding for victories in Wis-
consin and Washington, D.C.

The Maryland victory enabled Romney
to pad his already-wide delegate lead over
Republican rival Rick Santorum, who is
coming under growing pressure to aban-
don his candidacy in the name of party uni-
ty.

Early Maryland returns showed Rom-
ney gaining 54 percent of the vote, com-
pared with 26 percent for Santorum, 10
percent for Newt Gingrich and 8 percent
for Ron Paul.

There were 95 Republican National
Convention delegates at stake for the day,

including 42 in Wisconsin, the only one of
the three contests that Santorum seriously
contested.

Romney won at least 28 delegates in
Maryland, with nine more yet to be allocat-
ed.

That gave him 600 of the1,144 needed to
clinch the nomination; he’s on a pace to do
so before the end of the primary season in
June. Santorum had 272 delegates, Ging-
rich 135 and Paul 51.

Interviews with voters leaving Repub-
lican polling places in Maryland and Wis-
consin showed an electorate more con-

Romney wins Md. primary,
looks to sweep Wis., D.C.
By Kasie Hunt
Associated Press

See PRIMARIES, Page A2

LATEST RESULTS
Get the details on Tuesday’s voting and more
at www.courier-journal.com/election2012

The Ohio River again leads the nation
in the amount of toxic chemicals dumped
into it by industries, according to a new
report by a Washington, D.C.- based envi-
ronmental group.

The 32 million pounds of discharge
into the Ohio is about 1 million pounds
more than the last time the group ana-
lyzed pubic data on factory discharges
into the nation’s waterways three years
ago.

“America’s waterways are a polluter’s
paradise,” said Shelley Vinyard, a water

advocate with Environment America,
which published the report recently as a
follow up to a similar study in 2009.

She noted that the Clean Water Act of
1972 was supposed to clean the nation’s
waters by 1985. “It’s clear we have not

Ohio River
tops nation
in pollution
discharges

The Ohio River now receives about 32
million pounds of toxic chemicals a year.
COURIER-JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

By James Bruggers
jbruggers@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See OHIO, Page A4

TOXIC DISCHARGES
A map shows discharges of toxic chemicals to
waterways. Page A4

Stories, blogs and daily tips
for a greener life. Plus Jim
Bruggers’ “Watchdog Earth”
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Indiana couple uses hydroponic process to corner farmers market every season
GREEN IN WINTER

SPORTS | C1SOFT GREENS MIGHT LEAD TO BIRDIE-FEST AT THE MASTERS
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