
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE          SPORTS MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012B4

After passing Johnson
with a strong move deep
down in Turn 3 — “I knew
the team would forgive me if
I wrecked it trying to beat
him,” Biffle said — the No. 16
Ford went on to a 3.2-second
victory with an average
speed of 160.577 mph.

Biffle’s 17th career victory
was his first since an October
2010 race in Kansas, where
the series goes next week.

A decade after winning
the Nationwide Series sea-
son championship, which
came after a NASCAR
trucks championship, may-
be this could be the year the
42-year-old Biffle becomes
the first driver with a
NASCAR series trifecta of ti-
tles.

“When I moved from the
Truck Series to Nationwide,
it was a huge step. It was
much, much harder. And
when I moved from the
Nationwide to the Cup
Series, I had no idea that the
competition was going to be
what it was,” he said. “I
knew it was going to be
hard. ... But this year is my
year, so I’m going to keep af-
ter it all the way to
Homestead.”

Johnson led three times
for 156 of the 334 laps while
going for owner Rick Hen-
drick’s 200th victory. But the
five-time Cup champion
never recovered, even scrap-
ing the No. 48 Chevrolet
hard into the wall trying to
catch up after Biffle drove
under him and passed him
for the final time.

“I’m definitely disap-
pointed, but we had a great
race car,” said Johnson, who
had led only 119 laps com-
bined his first 17 Texas starts.
“I just got tangled up in
some lapped traffic and the
No. 16 made a great move
and got by me. Then I was
pacing him from there and
didn’t have anything left to
go get him.”

It was Johnson’s fifth run-

ner-up finish in Texas.
Mark Martin was third in

a Michael Waltrip-owned
Toyota, while his teammate
and polesitter Martin Truex
Jr. led 69 laps and finished
sixth, his fourth consecutive
top 10 this season. Hendrick
driver Jeff Gordon was
fourth.

Matt Kenseth was fifth for
his 14th top-10 finish at
Texas. Biffle’s teammate
snapped his own 76-race
winless streak at Texas last
April, has won three more
races since and is second in
points.

Even with wind gusts
consistently exceeding 30
mph and more, there were
only two cautions. Both yel-
low flags were for debris,
once for a cap tumbling
around on the track, before
the final 234 laps were under
green.

That was 112 more laps
than the previous Texas
record for consecutive
green-flag laps. For most of
them, cars were spread out
and not too close to each
other.

“The wind was a huge
factor, yeah. The wind was
hard,” Biffle said. “That’s
probably why nobody
wrecked because everybody
was so (cautious). I got a hole
wore in my hand from hold-
ing onto the steering wheel.
It was tough. The wind was
blowing you all over the
place.”

Biffle also won at Texas in
2005, a victory that isn’t part
of his current streak of eight
top-10 finishes there.

He led seven times for 90
laps, but still spent much of
the night chasing Johnson.

Finally, after making up
some ground during green-
flag stops and “driving the
thing sideways around the
corner trying to catch”
Johnson, Biffle finally fig-
ured out where to make his
move.

That was in Turn 3 on lap
304.

“I was surprised I didn’t
have to deal with him any-
more,” Biffle said. “I thought
he would be right there.”

“Ludwick’s first home run as a
Red, Marshall’s first save as a Red,
and a lot of firsts today. Hopefully
we can have some seconds, thirds,
fifteens, twenties and on down the
line,” Baker said.

Washington, which had won
five straight, is 7-3.

“We’ve won every series. I think
that’s our main goal — especially at
home,” Clippard said.

Manager Davey Johnson re-
vealed that Clippard has had
shoulder discomfort, but said he
was fine to pitch on Sunday.
Clippard said there was nothing
wrong with him.

The Reds took a 4-0 lead in the
first. Cozart singled with one out,
and after Votto was called out on
strikes, Rolen bounced a ball to
shortstop. Desmond’s throw to first
pulled Adam LaRoche off the bag,
and Desmond was charged with an
error, though television replays ap-
peared to show Rolen was out.

Jay Bruce walked, and on a 2-2
pitch, Ludwick launched a grand
slam to left-center off Ross
Detwiler, who threw 38 pitches in
the first.

In the Reds’ first nine games,
they were batting just .191, and
hadn’t scored more than two runs
in an inning.

Cincinnati scored its fifth run in
the fourth on Ryan Hanigan’s RBI
single.

Washington got its first hits off
Reds starter Mike Leake in the
fourth. Desmond and Danny
Espinosa began the inning with
singles. Ryan Zimmerman walked
to load the bases, and LaRoche hit
a two-run single. Bruce, in right
field, bobbled the ball, and the
runners moved up. Zimmerman
scored on Mark DeRosa’s infield
out to make it 5-3.

With one out in the fifth, pinch-
hitter Roger Bernadina walked and
scored on Desmond’s double to
cut Cincinnati’s lead to 5-4.

The Nationals tied it in the sev-
enth when Rick Ankiel led off with
a double. With one out, Baker lift-
ed Leake for Logan Ondrusek,
who allowed a two-out RBI single

to Desmond — his third of the
game.

Hawkins noted the dwindling per-
centage of black players in the big
leaguers. There were only 8.5 per-
cent on opening day in 2011 — there
were twice as many in 1990 when the
Richard Lapchick’s Institute for
Diversity and Ethics in Sports at the
University of Central Florida started
tracking the number.

Hawkins thanked his granddad
for always steering him toward base-
ball instead of basketball and encour-
aged parents to do the same. He also
said colleges could help by offering
four-year baseball scholarships.

“Play the game,” Hawkins said.
Asked whether he thought MLB

would ever again achieve a high pop-
ulation of black players, he said:
“Anything’s possible.”

Jackson recalled his days in the
minor leagues, where he was not al-
lowed to stay in the same hotels or
eat in the same restaurants as his
teammates. He said he sometimes
spent the night on the couch at the
apartments of Rollie Fingers, Joe
Rudi, Dave Duncan and others.

“It was a very embarrassing time
in your life,” he said.

Jackson paused to “to remember
what it was like, what I went
through” and reflected on the likes of
Roy Campanella and Don
Newcombe, black players who fol-

lowed Robinson to the Dodgers.
“He represented all of us,”

Jackson said. “I really feel he repre-
sented black and white.”

Newcombe and former Los
Angeles star Tommy Davis threw out
ceremonial first pitches at Dodger
Stadium before the game against San
Diego.

Hall of Fame Dodgers announcer
Vin Scully, who had missed five
games because of a bad cold, re-
turned to the broadcast booth. Scully,
now 84, called Brooklyn games for
more than seven years when
Robinson played.

“All I want to do is think about the
game and Jackie and how grateful I
am to be back,” Scully said.

Tweeted current Dodgers star
Matt Kemp: “Thank u Jackie
Robinson!!!”

In Boston, former Robinson
teammate Ralph Branca threw out
the ceremonial ball before Tampa
Bay played Boston. The 86-year-old
Branca tossed the pitch on one
bounce from the front edge of the
mound to his son-in-law, Red Sox
manager Bobby Valentine.

Branca remembered being at
Ebbets Field a day before Robin-
son’s debut.

“I was in the locker room when
Jackie walked in. I walked over,
shook his hand, ‘Welcome aboard,’”
Branca said.

“I didn’t think about the color of
his skin because I lived on a block
that was the United Nations of all. It

was four black families, about nine
families (of) Italian extraction, two
Irish, two German, two Jewish. So it
was a league of nations on my block.
So blacks, I played with them, went
in their house, they came into mine.
So seeing Jackie meant nothing spe-
cial or different to me,” he said.

At Safeco Field, Russell bounced
his first pitch to Seattle’s Chone
Figgins before the Mariners hosted
Oakland. At Turner Field, Robin-
son’s grandson, Jesse Sims, was on
the field with Atlanta outfielder
Michael Bourn before Milwaukee
visited Atlanta. At Citizens Bank
Park, Harold Gould and Mahlon
Duckett of the Philadelphia Stars
from the Negro Leagues were recog-
nized, along with members of the
Tuskegee Airmen.

At Kansas City, Cleveland man-
ager Manny Acta said it was a special
day.

“It has a lot of meaning to me.
Those guys opened the way for
everyone else. Jackie and Larry
Doby, Frank Robinson was the first
African-American manager. And
Felipe Alou, Tony Perez. It was tough
for those guys, even tougher for guys
like us, minorities and foreigners.”

“It wasn’t tough for me,” the
Dominican-born Acta said. “I had it
made because of guys like that.
Those guys had to break the ice.
They did it for us.”
AP Sports Writers Beth Harris, Howard
Ulman, Tim Booth and Charles Odum
and AP freelance writer Alan Eskew

contributed to this report.
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Power claims victory
to keep Penske perfect

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

LONG BEACH, Calif.
— Will Power kept Penske
Racing perfect this season
by picking his way through
the field Sunday at Long
Beach to win his second
consecutive IndyCar Series
race.

Power was one of the 11
Chevrolet drivers penal-
ized for changing the en-
gines as a precautionary
measure when teams re-
ported to the Toyota Grand
Prix of Long Beach. The
punishment was 10 spots
on the starting grid, so
Power, who qualified sec-
ond, rolled off in 12th at
the start Sunday.

One race after driving
from ninth to first to win at
Barber, the Australian did
it again.

“After last week, you can
never say never, but I
thought it would be very
tough to win the race,”
Power said. “We worked
hard, we got a penalty and
we overcame it. I’ve been
trying to win here for four

years.”
Penske won the season-

opening race with Helio
Castroneves, and Power
has won the last two to
make the team a perfect 3-
0 on the season. The victo-
ry also gave Power the
points lead.

In the end, despite the
penalties, Chevrolet driv-
ers claimed eight of the
top-10 finishing spots.

After picking his way
through traffic, Power still
had to hold off hard-charg-
ing Simon Pagenuad to
preserve the win — Penske’s
first at Long Beach since
2001.

Pagenaud made it close,
but traffic hurt his chances,
and the rookie settled for a
career-best finish of second
for Honda.

Takuma Sato seemed
headed to a third-place fin-
ish, but was spun on the
last lap by Ryan Hunter-
Reay. IndyCar assessed a
30-second penalty on
Hunter-Reay, so third
place went to James Hinch-
cliffe in his first career
podium.

Kahne wins Truck Series
race at Rockingham
The Associated Press

R O C K I N G H A M ,
N.C. — Kasey Kahne cele-
brated NASCAR’s return
to Rockingham Speedway
with a win Sunday in the
Truck Series race.

The track was pur-
chased at auction by Andy
Hillenburg, and he success-
fully brought NASCAR
back. The truck race was
the first NASCAR-sanc-
tioned event at The Rock
since 2004.

Kahne held off James
Buescher for the win.
Kahne had to start at the
back of the field because he
didn’t qualify the truck
Saturday while at the
Sprint Cup race in Texas.

It was the fourth win in
five career Truck Series
races for Kahne, who fin-
ished seventh in the Cup
race.

Matt Crafton was third
followed by Johnny Sauter
and series points leader
Timothy Peters.

Continued from B1

BIFFLE: finally
ends winless streak

REDS 8, NATIONALS 5, 11 INNINGS
Cincinnati Washington

ab r h bi ab r h bi
Phillips 2b 4 0 1 0 Dsmnd ss 5 1 3 2
Valdez pr-2b 1 0 0 0 Espinos 2b 5 1 1 0
Cozart ss 6 2 3 0 Zmrmn 3b 4 1 0 0
Votto 1b 3 1 1 2 LaRoch 1b 5 0 2 2
Rolen 3b 6 1 1 1 Werth rf 4 0 2 0
Bruce rf 5 1 0 0 DeRosa lf 5 0 0 1
Ludwck lf 6 2 2 4 Ankiel cf 4 1 1 0
Heisey cf 4 0 1 0 Flores ph 1 0 0 0
Chpmn p 0 0 0 0 Ramos c 5 0 0 0
Harris ph 0 0 0 0 Detwilr p 1 0 0 0
Arrdnd p 0 0 0 0 Berndn ph 0 1 0 0
Marshll p 0 0 0 0 Stmmn p 0 0 0 0
Hanign c 5 0 2 1 Tracy ph 1 0 0 0
Leake p 2 0 1 0 Matths p 0 0 0 0
Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0 Lidge p 0 0 0 0
Stubbs cf 2 1 1 0 Nady ph 1 0 0 0

HRdrgz p 0 0 0 0
Clipprd p 0 0 0 0

Totals 44 813 8 Totals 41 5 9 5
Cincinnati 400 100 000 03 — 8

Washington 000 310 100 00 — 5

E—Bruce (1), Desmond (2), Ramos (1). DP—
Cincinnati 1, Washington 2. LOB—Cincinnati 10,
Washington 6. 2B—Phillips (1), Votto (3), Desmond
(3), Ankiel (1). HR—Ludwick (1). SB—Rolen (1). S—
Phillips, Leake.

IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati

Leake 61-3 5 5 5 3 1
Ondrusek BS,1-1 2-3 1 0 0 0 1
Chapman 2 1 0 0 0 4
Arredondo W,1-0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Marshall S,1-1 1 2 0 0 0 1
Washington

Detwiler 5 6 5 1 2 2
Stammen 2 2 0 0 1 3
Mattheus 1 0 0 0 0 1
Lidge 1 1 0 0 1 2
H.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 1 1
Clippard L,1-1 1 4 3 3 0 1

Continued from B1

REDS: snap losing skid
with win over Nationals

Continued from B1

ROBINSON: honored 
at ballpark tributes

By JEROME PUGMIRE
AP Sports Writer

MONACO — Novak Djokovic’s
bid to become French Open cham-
pion starts at the Monte Carlo
Masters, where he will attempt to
end Rafael Nadal’s long dominance
on clay.

Nadal has won at Monte Carlo
since 2005, and gone on to win the
French Open every year except
2009.

But the six-time French Open
champion has lost in seven straight
finals to Djokovic, including the last
three Grand Slam finals. Djokovic
also handed Nadal his only two loss-
es on clay last year, in the Madrid
and Rome Masters.

“Nadal is the ultimate challenge
on clay. He’s the King of Clay, the
best player ever to play on this sur-
face, and one of the best tennis play-
ers ever,” Djokovic said Sunday.

“Winning in back-to-back finals
against Rafa gives me a lot of confi-
dence coming into the season now.”

Victory in Monte Carlo would be
even sweeter for Djokovic, given
that Nadal has won 37 consecutive
matches in Monte Carlo and holds a
39-1 record.

The second-ranked Nadal is
without a title since winning last
year’s French Open. He was also
without a title in 2011 heading into
Monte Carlo, then went on to win
here and the French Open.

Unlike the oppressive atmos-
phere of jam-packed Roland Garros
in bustling western Paris, the Monte
Carlo Country Club’s peaceful clay-
courts overlooking the glittering
Mediterranean sea are like a second
home for Nadal.

It’s where it all started for him as
a 16-year-old, when an astonishing
victory over former French Open

champion Albert Costa propelled
him into the spotlight. Nine years
later, he is the star everyone wants
to beat.

Not even 16-time Grand Slam
champion Roger Federer could top-
ple him here. At the peak of his
form, the Swiss star still found no an-
swer, losing to Nadal in the final
from 2006-08.

Others, like Fernando Verdasco,
were simply routed — the Spaniard
managing to take just one game off
Nadal in the 2010 final.

But the top-ranked Djokovic,
who lost to Nadal in the 2009
Monte Carlo final, is ready to end
the Spaniard’s run, and maintain his
recent dominance over the 10-time
Grand Slam champion.

Overall, Nadal leads their series
16-14 but has not beaten Djokovic
since a group-stage match at the
2010 ATP Finals in London.

Djokovic aims to end Nadal’s reign in Monte Carlo

W N B A

By VIN A. CHERWOO
AP Sports Writer

There isn’t a likely franchise
player in WNBA draft today, such
as Candace Parker, Angel
McCoughtry, Tina Charles and
Maya Moore — the No. 1 picks the
last four years.

Those wanting to select 6-foot-8
sensation Brittney Griner will have
to wait until next year.

But the teams with the top picks
don’t really need a marquee player
to build around. They’re just look-
ing for someone who can help the
team and develop into a star down
the road.

The Los Angeles Sparks are ex-
pected to select Stanford’s Nnem-

kadi Ogwumike at No. 1 overall.
She led the Cardinal to consecu-
tive Final Fours, losing to eventual
champion Baylor this season.

Ogwumike would join a crowd-
ed Los Angeles frontcourt that in-
cludes Parker, veterans DeLisha
Milton-Jones and Ebony Hoffman,
second-year center Jantel Laven-
der and fifth-year center Nicky
Anosike.

“Assuming that that happens
and I end up in L.A., I think I’m
looking forward to playing with a
lot of experienced posts,” said the
6-foot-2 Ogwumike, who averaged
22.5 points and 10.2 rebounds this
season. “I can still elevate my
game at this point, but I think it
will be good to see what I can learn

from people.”
The Sparks, who have a new

coach in former Atlanta assistant
Carol Ross and added former All-
Star Alana Beard, also have three
of the first four picks in the second
round.

After Ogwumike, this year’s
draft will be wide open. Miami’s
Shenise Johnson, Tennessee’s
Glory Johnson and Shekinna
Stricklen, Notre Dame’s Deve-
reaux Peters and Natalie Novosel
and Miami’s Riquana Williams are
among the top players available.
Ohio State’s Samantha Prahalis
and Connecticut’s Tiffany Hayes
could also be picked in the first
round.

Stanford’s Ogwumike expected to be top pick in draft


