
received an e-mail from 
McDonald.

“If  you go back and 
look at the Open Meetings 
Act,  I believe —  it is 
my opinion that he vio-
lated the Open Meetings 
Act because he asked for 
an action taken,” Slaton 
said. 

Aycock made a few 
comments to the mayor 
that were inaudible to 
some in the audience.

“Wait Allen,” Slaton 
said. “If  he (McDonald) 
did, that’s a serious accu-
sation that I’m giving 
him because he contacted 
every council member. 
And he ask for you to take 
action on something.”

Though he didn’t 
vote, Aycock said there 
“have been motions made 
before and approved by 
this council” regarding 
the issue. 

“This has gone on and 
on and on,” said Greene.

“It’s an embarrassment 
to the city,” McDonald 
said, noting that people 
in other cities are talking 
about it.

Slaton responded that 
nobody has “come and 
talked to me about it.”

Following the exchange, 
Slaton asked that the 
motion be made again 
“because I didn’t hear it.”

McDonald and Greene 
complied, and a major-

ity of  council members 
approved paying Wilson.  

“I appreciate being paid 
for the work that we did,” 
Wilson said.

In other business the 
council:

n Discussed briefly a 
request from McDonald 
for a monthly check regis-
ter and the balance of  the 
budget. McDonald said he 
had asked for the docu-
ments several times.

“Has anybody else at 
this table recalled the 
times Bob has asked for 
this?” Slaton queried. 

Several council mem-
bers indicated the former 
mayor had stopped dis-
tributing the check regis-
ter and budget balance.

“We really need to get 
them because that way we 
could keep up with some 
of  these things that don’t 
show up for a full year,” 
McDonald said.

“What are some of  
these things?” Slaton 
asked.

“Like Marvin’s bills 
that went unpaid for a full 
year,” McDonald replied.

McDonald also asked 
whether any other coun-
cil member had been 
contacted to give a depo-
sition in a lawsuit filed 
against the city by former 
employee Monica Dabley.

Aycock advised council 
members not to answer 
because the question 
involved pending litiga-

tion.
“Since we don’t have a 

lawyer for the city coun-
cil, will we need a law-
yer at the deposition?” 
McDonald asked.

n Voted to refinance 
at a lower interest rate 
bonds for the city’s water 
plant built several years 
ago. Refinancing the 
bonds will save the city 
$160,000, said City Clerk 
Lana Greene. The refi-
nancing will cost $51,000, 
she said.

n Accepted the low bid 
from Rick’s Electric of  
$72,400 for a communica-
tions system for the water 
plant, which may be built 
in two phases with the 
bid on the first phase at 
$47,752. Installation of  
phase two would be con-
tingent on the budget, 
under that motion by 
Aycock and seconded by 
Hyde. Rick’s is located in 
Benton. The only other 
bidder was Revere Control 
Systems of  Birmingham, 
Ala. who bid $90,480 or 
the first phase for $68,080.

n Accepted the low bid 
of  $48,000 from Huffman 
Tank & Tire of  Albany 
for a mixing system for 
the water tank on Ky. 93. 
Other bidders and their 
bids were Caldwell Tank, 
65,000; and $48,800 from 
Horizon Brothers Painting 
of  Howell, Mich.

n Adopted on second 
reading an ordinance 
updating the city’s drug 
and alcohol free work 
place policy.

n Voted to allocate $300 
to Project Prom.

n Heard an announce-
ment by Slaton that 
she has appointed Tom 
Buchanan to the Lyon 
Ambulance Board.

n Voted to rezone prop-
erty on Chestnut Street 
from R-1 to R-2.

n Discussed the mayor’s 
executive order appoint-
ing Hyde as mayor protem 
while the mayor is out for 
surgery. But Aycock said 
he didn’t “think that’s the 
way it’s done.”

n Met in executive ses-
sion to discuss pending 
litigation. No action on 
any court case was taken 
after the closed session.
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Again this year, the Herald Ledger will produce an 
exclusive in-depth preview of the NCAA Tournament.  

For most Kentucky fans, it’s the best three weeks of the  year. Nothing 
matches the thrill and excitement of The Big Dance. The Herald Ledger 
has again partnered with The Cats’ Pause, the nation’s oldest 
college sports magazine, to bring you an informational 
souvenir tabloid. Region-by-region team previews, a 
full color bracket, feature stories and more, you’ll 
find it all in The Cats’ Pause. 
Selection Sunday is March 11, and The Cats’
Pause staff will work through the night to 
prepare brackets and finalize previews for 
this special section which will appear in 
the March 14 Herald Ledger. 

It’s...

Space is limited, so 
reserve your advertising 

spot today. 
Phone Michelle at 

388-2269 or 625-5353.   
Ad deadline: March 7

March is declared Severe 
Weather Awareness Month
STAFF REPORT
THE HERALD LEDGER

Gov. Steve Beshear has 
declared March as Severe 
Weather Awareness 
Month, and urged 
Kentuckians to be pre-
pared for severe weather.  

Lyon County 
Emergency Management 
and elected officials echo 
the need to be aware and 
be prepared when severe 
weather occurs.

Weather is by far 
Kentucky’s most com-
mon, reccurring threat. 
Kentucky has had 10 
declared presidential 
disasters during the last 
four years related, rank-
ing the state third in the 
nation in weather related 
emergencies.

“Our state and our 
communities have all 
seen firsthand the effects 
severe weather can have 
on our families and our 
society,” said Eric Nelson, 
Lyon emergency manag-
er. If  the lights go out, 
are you prepared?  That 
is a simple but necessary 
question that we must 
all ask ourselves, Nelson 
said. 

In the event of  a power 
outage something as sim-
ple as having a flashlight, 
radio and extra batter-
ies available can make a 
difference in your safety 
during these times.

Every family and busi-
ness should have an 
emergency kit and emer-
gency plan. Lyon County 

Emergency Management 
offers these guidelines:

BE AWARE

n Know in advance 
your weather forecasts.

n Own a battery back-
up NOAA Weather Alert 
Radio and battery (or 
crank) operated AM/FM 
radio for local broad-
casts.

n Stay tuned to your 
local broadcasting sta-
tions.

n Discuss conditions 
with family member 
and know their location 
during times of  known 
potentially threatening 
conditions.

BE PREPARED

n Discuss your plan 
with family members and 
neighbors.

n Review your plan 
periodically for necessary 
updates.

n Refresh you emer-
gency kit(s).

n Drill: practice your 
plan with household 
members.

n If  you own a genera-
tor, read and familiarize 
yourself  with the owner’s 
safety manual before ever 
attempting to use it.

HAVE A PLAN

n Utilities: Written 
instructions for how to 
turn off  electricity, gas 
and water if  authori-
ties advise you to do so 

(Remember, you’ll need a 
professional to turn them 
back on).

n Shelter: Identify safe 
locations within your 
residence and long term 
shelters within you com-
munity. 

n Contacts: Written 
contact information 
should include: relatives, 
neighbors, utility compa-
nies, employers (employ-
ees) and local emergency 
contact telephone num-
bers.  Advise a contact 
(even an out of  state con-
tact is advised) of  your 
plan. 

MAKE AN 
EMERGENCY KIT

n First aid kit and 
essential medications; 
extra eyeglasses.

n Canned food and can 
opener.

n At least three gallons 
of  water per person.

n Protective clothing, 
rainwear and bedding or 
sleeping bags.

n Battery-powered (or 
crank) radio, flashlight 
and extra batteries.

n Waterproof  matches 
and candles.

n Local phone book.
n Special items for 

infants, elderly or dis-
abled family members.

n Extra set of  car 
keys.

Information on Lyon 
County Emergency 
Management  may be 
found on line at 

http://tiny.cc/ZXGe2b

Weill’s art goes on display Friday
at Lyon County’s Judicial Center 

The Lyon Arts Guild 
will sponsor an exhibit 
at the Judicial Center 
in Eddyville by local 
artist, Dr. Larry Weill. 
The show,  “Travels and 
Interpretations,” is a col-
lection of  photographs 
and drawings in graph-
ite and charcoal of  places  
Weill has traveled both 
domestically and abroad.

Weill’s love of  art 
began by watching his 
parents paint, draw, and 

sculpt. When he was 11 he 
was given his first canvas 
and set of  oils and began 
his lifelong interest in the 
visual arts. 

He was educated in 
mathematics and philoso-
phy and has been a philos-
opher and college admin-
istrator for more than 30 
years. Throughout his 
career, he has carved out 
time for his art.

Weill works in pencils, 
oils, and mixed media. 
What he captures in his 
work are the contexts and 
perspectives of  what is 

happening around the 
subject of  the drawing. 
His work reveals the mul-
tiple dimensions inherent 
in the eye of  the artist.

Weill and his wife, 
Jennie Wicker Weill, live 
in Kuttawa. They have 
two grown sons and three 
grandchildren.

The display will be 
hung March 9 and will be 
up through April. Anyone 
interested in purchasing 
works from Weill may 
obtain more information 
from his website: http://
tiny.cc/ZZGe2b.

Middle school’s demolition 
nears completion Monday

Ryan White of Grady White Construction Company brings down the back wall of 
Lyon County Middle School, the only remaining wall.
                    -Photos by Bobbie Foust

This expanse of the middle school site is all but cleared. The slab on which the 
school stood is yet to be removed.

Continued from A1

Greene wants to end bills issue 

BENEFITS CHECKUP
There are many low-income seniors who 

could be accessing services but do not 
because they do not know what is available. 
It has been estimated that as many as 75% 

of the elderly who are already receiving 
some services are missing out on other 

programs they are eligible for. The National 
Council on Aging, a nonprofi t organization, 

has developed a website to help people who 
determine what services they may qualify for 

and, if so, how to apply.
The Pennyrile Area Development District’s 
Aging and Disabilities Resource Center has 
staff trained in how to use the website and 
assist low-income seniors in the application 
process. The staff can be reached toll-free at 

1-866-844-4396 or 886-9484.
For those comfortable in using the internet, 
you may go to www.benefi tscheckup.org 

and just follow the directions.
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