
IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky,

Happy promises
to complete road

A. B. "Happy" Chandler
brought his campaign for a rec-
ord third term as Kentucky's
governor to Letcher County
Wednesday night, when he spoke
to a capacity crowd at the court-
house.

Chandler based his bid for votes
on a promise to take the sales
tax off food, clothes and medi-
cine, coupled with promises to
increase teachers' salaries to
record highs and to build new
roads in Eastern Kentucky.

Chandler argued that the ad-

ministration of Gov. Bert Combs
is the most wasteful and extrav-
agant in Kentucky history,, and
that by cutting out waste the
state easily will be able to meet
its obligations and support the
minimum foundation education
program.

Combs, Chandler said, has put
Kentucky $585, 000, 000 in debt,
and has increased the state pay-
roll by $50, 000, 000 a year.

Simply by "trimming the fat"
from the state payroll the state
can more than save the
$23, 000, 000 which his proposed
sales tax exemptions would cost,
Chandler said.

"They tell you we can't take
"the sales tax off food, medicine
and clothing, while at the same
time they are taking the taxes
off whisky, " Chandler said.

He said Gov. Combs has re-
duced the property assessment
on whisky by $8,000,000 this
year and by $17,000,000 last
yearfor a total of $25, 000,000,
which is more than the proposed
Chandler reduction on food,
clothing and medicine,

"They not only have reduced
the whisky taxes, but they have
made 97 different changes in the
sales taxand they difln't tell
you about any of those, either,"
Chandler said.

"While they have made 97
changes in the tales tax without
telling you, I only want to make
one change, and I'm telling .you-al- l

about it, " Chandler said.
Chandler was introduced to the

audience by Jim Enlow of Whites-
burg.

Chandler's appearance here
followed a Monday-nig- ht press
conference carried over a state

The Letcher County Board of
Education has accepted bids to-

taling $276, 628 for construction
of one new school and an ad-
dition to an old onev

Boggs Construction Co. of
was low bidder on the

new eight --room Cowan Elemen-
tary School. The school, to be
built on property bought from
Marion Gilley at the mouth of
Cowan, will cost $201,336.

The firm will have 200 days
after the start of construction to
complete the project.

Henry Deal of Whitesburg was
low bidder on an addition to lia

School, which will include
a multi-purpo- se room for use as
a lunchroom, auditorium, gym-
nasium, etc. The addition will
cost $77,292, and Deal will
have 130 days in which to finish
it.

The board of education will
meet again April 23 to sell bonds
to finance the construction work.
Supt, of Schools Sanford Adams
said construction cpuld start as
soon as the bond sale is complet- -.

ed.
He said the school board will

hire sufficient staff for the fall
term so that the schools can be
occupied as soon as they are
completed.

wide television network.
MountainEagleEditorTomGish

was one of several newsmen who
quizzed Chandler during the
press conference.

Gish told Chandler that the
Whitesburg-Campto- n section of
the Eastern Kentucky turnpike
will be abput half completed
when Combs goes out of office
and asked Chandler what he pro-
posed to do about it.

Chandler replied that he views
completion of the turnpike as an
obligation to the people of Ken-

tucky and said he never goes
back on an obligation or a pro-
mise made to the people.

Gish also questioned Chandler
about his rbcent conference with
President Kennedy in Washing-
ton. Chandler said he had told
Kennedy about Eastern Ken-

tucky's need for flood control
and reforestation and jobs, and
said the president had given him
his personal assurances that the
federal government will under-
take major new programs in Eas-

tern Kentucky designed to solve
the area's problems.

Chandler also stated that when
elected he will create a state
Authority to pull together all
state and federal programs in
the area into one
attack on area problems.

Chandler also said he will open
a Kentucky office in Washing-
ton, D. C. , to assist both local
and state governments in their
dealings with federal agencies.
West Virginia, he added, has
been making very effective use
of a similar Washington office.

Chandler also promised he
would provide Eastern Kentucky
cities and counties with the ex-
pert engineering and architec-
tural help needed to fill out ap-
plications for federal projects,
and said that the state where
necesiary will provide matching
funds for use by cities and coun-
ties in obtaining federal aid.

Chandler also pledged the state
would assist in every way possi-
ble the development of Letcher
County's Cloud City, Hazard's
Magic Mountain, Burnside's
Frontier Village and similar pro-
jects elsewhere in the moun-
tains.

The Cowan school will .take
pupils who are now attending
smaller schools at Thomas, , Up-

per Cwan, Little Cowan, Mid-
dle Cowan, Upper Dry Fork, Dry
Fork, UZ and Whitco. It will
have eight grades and will ac-

commodate 240 to 360 students.
Upper Cumberland School will

be consolidated with Eolia when
construction is completed there.

In other business this week, the
board employed 203 qualified
teachers for the 1963-6- 4 school
term. Adams said that repre-
sents all who have applied exr
cept a few he did not know and
has not yet interviewed.

He said that as far as he knew
the teachers would remain in the
same schools where they are now
teaching.

Board member Ray Collins
moved that the teachers be
placed with the approval of the
board. Chairman Kerney Day
seconded the motion "if it's le-

gal. "

The board approved a change
in the school calendar permit-
ting holding classes on two Sa-
turdaysApril 13 and April 20
to make up days lost because of
weather. School will end June
7 and will resume next Aug. 26.

School bids taken

MOUNTAIN EAGLE

The federal government has of-

fered Letcher County a gift of
two thirds of the cost of a new
courthouse if the county will
agree to put up the remaining
one third of the construction
costs.

County Judge James M. Cau-di- ll

said the regfonal office of
the Community Facilities Ad-

ministration in Atlanta, Ga.,
notified him by telephone it'
would grant Letcher County
$354, 000 and in addition would
lend the county the remaining
$177, 000 which would be need-
ed.

Caudill said the loan would be
at low federal government inter-
est rates of about three jper cent
and could be spread over a 40-ye- ar

period.
However, the judge said,

Letcher County cannot borrow
the money to Wld the new
building without a vote by the
people of the county in wnich
citizens would agree to pay a
small annual tax to pay off the
loan.

Estimates were that a special
tax of somewhere between five

Undersecretary of Commerce
Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. will
head a new government com-
mittee named by President Ken-

nedy this week to try to find
some solutions to the problems
of Eastern Kentucky and the rest
of the Appalachian Mountain
region.

Roosevelt, a son of the late
President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
is a former United States repre-
sentative. He was named to the
position of undersecretary of
commerce last month.
(Roosevelt was in Letcher Coun-

ty in 1960 campaigning in be-

half of Kennedy.)
Working with him on Appa-

lachian problems will be a com-

mittee composed of representa-
tives of the Appalachian states
and of various departments of
the federal government.

The appointment of the com-

mittee resulted from a meeting
of governors of the states with
President John F. Kennedy and
members of his Cabinet in Wash-

ington, D. C. , Tuesday.
The committee's first job will

be to form an overall economic
development plan for the region.
To help with that, task forces

COMBS TO SPEAK

Gov. Bert T. Combs will speak
in Whitesburg Saturday night,
May 18.

The governor will be principal
speaker at a fund-raisi- ng dinner
for Ned Breathitt, his adminis-
tration's choice for the Demo-
cratic nomination for governor.

Tickets for the dinner will go
on sale next week.

will meet
The Letcher County Teachers'

Organization will meet at 7:30
p, m. Tuesday at Whitesburg
3rade School auditorium.

Candidates for state represen-
tative and state senator will ap-
pear before the group to give
their views on various issues.

Univers
Seria

Thursday, April 11, 1963

US grants two thirds
of new courthouse cost

Kennedy names FDR Jr.
to help Eastern Kentucky

Teachers

and 10 cents per $100 assessed
property valuation would be all
that would be needed.

Caudill said he doubted the
question could be submitted to
a vote- - before the November
general election. The voters of
Breathitt County approved a sim-
ilar tax last fall.

Caudill said final plans for the
courthouse building have not
been completed, but said it
would contain offices for all
county officials and in addition
would contain space for a new
county jail and a new county
public library. He added he
thought it also would contain
office space for certain state

such as the welfare of-
fice.

Final, formal approval of the
gift from the federal government
of two thirds of the construction
cost is yet to come from the
Washington, D. C. , offices of
the Community Facilities Ad-
ministration. However, Caudill
said U. S. Rep. Carl D. Perkins
telephoned him this week that
Washington approval was assured.

This is the first Letcher County

will visit each state soon to talk
with officials about conditicns.--

States to be included besides
Kentucky are Alabama, Mary-
land, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Tennessee, West Virginia
and Virginia.

The President said the commit-
tee should come up with a de-

velopment program detailing
plans for:

"Improving facilities for all
forms of passenger and freight
transportation of the region, ex-
pansion of facilities for educa- -.

tion, research and training, de-

velopment of water, mineral and
forest resources, and establishing
expanded opportunities for the
attraction .of tourists and other
visitors."

The President also ordered a
speed-u- p in federal projects in
the Appalachian area as a means
of strengthening the economy.

In addition, he said he had di-

rected Area Redevelopment Ad-

ministrator William Batt to work
with state officials and university
heads to establish "an Appalach-
ian institute as a center for re-
search and training in connection
with the long-ru- n needs for eco-
nomic development of theAppa- -

Four miles of Linefork
road will be paved

The state highway department
will open bids April 26 on sur-

facing of 4.8 miles of the Line-fo- rk

Road from Kentucky 463 at
Gordon extending eastward.

The advertisement for bids is
carried on Page 2 of today's
Mountain Eagle.

Sunrise service set
The Community Easter Sunrise

Service will be held at 6:30 a.
m. Sunday on the grounds in
front of Whitesburg Memorial
Hospital.

The Methodist Church will pro-

vide music, and the Rev. Robert
S. Owens, pastor ofGraham Me-

morial Presbyterian Church, will
speak.
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project to be approved under the
Accelerated Public Works pro-
gram, a Kennedy administration
measure designed to provide jobs
in distressed areas.

Whitesburg, Jenkins and Neon
all have applications pending
for such things as water and sew-
er installations and a firehouse-cit- y

hall at Neon.
The City of Hazard, which got

its applications for federal assis-
tance into the hands of the proper
agencies several months ahead
of Letcher's city officials, has al-
ready received approval of pro-
jects totaling some $5, 000, 000.

Cumberland, which also acted
with greater speed than Whites-
burg, Neon or Jenkins, or Letch-
er County, this week received
formal, final grants totaling
$1,522,556 from the federal
government for construction of
a sewage disposal plant, expan-
sion of the city water works and
a city housing project.

Judge Caudill added that Per-
kins told him federal food stamps
would be approved for Letcher
County within the next month.

lachian region."
Kennedy called on heads of

federal departments and agencies
to make "appropriate changes
under present authorities and
budgets to improve the area's
economy.

He told them to look ahead to
fiscal 1965 because work will
begin soon on the budget for that
year and he wanted "appropriate
special consideration given this
area" in working out requests.

The President directed each
federal agency to appoint an in-
dividual 'to see to it that these
things are accomplished" and to
submit a progress report by May
15.

Gov. Bert Combs of Kentucky
said the federal agencies repre-
sented at the meeting had the
power to make "substantial im-
provement" if the entire joint
committee will act as a task
force to push projects through.

"I hope we're not talking
another study or survey, "

he told the federal officials.
"We've been surveyed to death
in Kentucky. "

There was no immediate indi-
cation as to when the task forces
could be expected here.

MRS. WEBB NAMED

TO LIBRARY BOARD

Mrs. Woodford Webb of Pre-

mium was appointed this wek
as a member of the Letcher
County Public Library Board,

Mrs. Webb replaces Columbus
Sexton, who resigned.

The appointment was made by
Countyjudge James M. Caudill,

Customarily, the library board
is consulted before an appoint-
ment is made.

Mrs. Zenneth Bentley, board
chairman, said she was out of
town last week end and when
she returned she found a letter
informing her that Sexton hadt
resigned and Mrs. Webbhad
been named to-- replace him.
She had not known Sexton in-

tended to resign, she said.


