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QUARTER 
BY QUARTER
FIRST

QUARTER

3 0

24 17

17 10

32 31

Summary: Maxwell Smith was intercepted for the 
first time this year and Western started on its own 
41. WKU settled for a 23-yard field goal. A 51-yard 
DeMarcus Sweat kickoff return gave UK the ball at 
the Western 45, but it went three-and-out. Avery 
Williamson’s interception gave UK the ball at the 
WKU 48  but Smith was picked off again.

Thumbs up: The UK defense was solid, including 
stopping WKU on fourth-and-inches at the UK 41.

Thumbs down: Poor start by UK’s offense. Two picks 
and no points after twice starting in WKU territory.

SECOND
QUARTER

THIRD
QUARTER

FOURTH
QUARTER/OT

Summary: UK failed to convert fourth-and-1 at the 
Western 29. WKU churned out 71 yards on 12 plays, 
scoring on a 1-yard run by Antonio Andrews. Smith 
was picked off a third time, this one returned to the 
UK 2. Andrews scored again. Smith hit six straight 
passes and UK scored with a 65-yard drive. UK ended 
the half with a 47-yard Craig McIntosh field goal.

Thumbs up: Down and seemingly out trailing 17-0, 
UK scored 10 points in the final 3:01.

Thumbs down: The Sun Belt’s Western Kentucky 
physically whipped up on the SEC boys.

Summary: Andrews punished UK on the ground, 
and a 12-play, 75-yard drive ended on a 10-yard TD 
pass. Smith marched UK 84 yards on 12 plays, fin-
ishing it with a 15-yard TD pass to Jonathan George. 
The UK defense forced WKU into its first three-and-
out this year and Smith was hot as the third quarter 
ended, going 18-for-21 after the third interception.

Thumbs up: George showed some nifty runs from 
scrimmage and after catches.

Thumbs down: Is it correct UK did not recruit Mr. 
Football Antonio Andrews?

Summary: Smith was picked off again by Jonathan 
Dowling, and UK came up empty twice in WKU 
territory. UK’s last chance started at its own 23, with 
2:14 left. A pass interference call, a third-down catch 
by Daryl Collins and a 22-yard strike to Sweat tied 
it 24-24 and forced OT. After George scored for UK, 
Western won it on a two-point conversion.

Thumbs up: Western for the gutsy call on the 
game-winning two-point conversion.

Thumbs down: Climb the SEC ladder? UK is now 
third-best in its state.

Kentucky 
wide receiver 
Demarcus 
Sweat (83) 
scored late 
in the fourth 
quarter off a 
22-yard pass 
from quarter-
back Maxwell 
Smith to send 
the game 
into overtime 
at Com-
monwealth 
Stadium.

AMY WALLOT

It’s going to be a long, 
hard slog now.

The head football coach 
has officially gone from the 
hot seat to blistering.

The program has gone 
from five straight bowl ap-
pearances to now third-best 
in a state with only three 
Football Bowl Subdivision  
teams.

To be sure, Western 
Kentucky has made tre-
mendous strides in its brief 
history as a higher-division 
member of college football, 
climbing from a winless team 
just three short years ago to 
beating a host BCS team in 
a dramatic and stunning over-
time on Saturday night in 
Commonwealth Stadium.

Final: Western Kentucky 
32, Kentucky 31.

And WKU head coach 
Willie Taggart deserved 
the victory, calling a gutsy 
two-point throwback pass 
for a two-point conversion 
in overtime — running back 
Antonio Andrews catching a 
lateral, then throwing back to 
quarterback Kawaun Jakes, 
who made a shoestring catch 
before waltzing into the end 
zone — for the game-winner.

And yet, no disrespect to 
the Hilltoppers, but if Ken-
tucky cannot beat a fledgling 
Sun Belt Conference team 
on its own turf, how is it 
going to beat any of the eight 
Southeastern Conference 
teams it will play this year?

If only 53,000-plus showed 
up to watch the battle 
between two state schools 
on Saturday night, after just 
48,000 bothered to show 
up for the home opener the 
week before, what will the 
attendance be when the team 
returns home from Gaines-
ville after next week’s game 
with the Gators?

“Western was a physical 
team,” said UK Coach Joker 
Phillips afterward. “I thought 
we matched them.”

An SEC program shouldn’t 
be matching a Sun Belt 
program.

Turnovers were the real 
Cat killer. Kentucky quar-
terback Maxwell Smith had 
not thrown an interception 
through the first two games 

of the season. The sopho-
more threw four Saturday 
night.

In the first half, Western 
turned two of those picks 
into 10 points on the way to 
a dominating 17-0 lead.

“We can’t turn the ball 
over,” Phillips said. “We can’t 
do it.”

What the Kentucky de-
fense can’t seem to be able to 
do is stop the run. Time and 

again, the Hilltoppers simply 
lined up and ran the football 
when it needed to run the 
football.

Taggart is a Jim Harbaugh 
disciple, an assistant on Har-
baugh’s staff at Stanford. He’s 
learned smashmouth well.

Example: Start of the sec-
ond half. UK had closed the 
gap to 17-10 at the end of the 
first half as Craig McIntosh 
drilled a 47-yard field goal on 

the final snap before halftime. 
Western got the ball to 

start the second half. And the 
Hilltoppers kept the football, 
driving 75 yards in 12 plays, 
nine of those running plays, 
to extend the advantage back 
to two touchdowns.

Give Kentucky full credit 
for fighting back. A bruised 
(shoulder) and battered 
Smith shook off his miscues 
to drive the Cats down the 

field 77 yards in the final two 
minutes to send the game 
into overtime.

There, however, Western 
won it with that fabulous  
trick play, the play propel-
ling the triumphant Toppers 
sprinting across the field to 
celebrate their first win over 
a mighty SEC team in 17 
tries.

The trick now for Ken-
tucky and Phillips is to find a 

way to turn what very much 
appears to be a long, dark 
tunnel into something that 
presents a hopeful ray of 
light.

That won’t be easy.
In 2008, Kentucky beat 

Western Kentucky 41-3. 
In 2010, the Cats beat the 
Hilltoppers 63-28. Last year, 
in Nashville, UK struggled 
mightily but still beat WKU 
14-3.

In a span of five years, 
Kentucky has gone from 
38-point victors over WKU to 
losing to the Toppers on UK’s 
home field.

During the post-game 
news conference, Phillips was 
asked what he would say to 
fans who, given the way Ken-
tucky had handled Western 
Kentucky the past few years 
in football, see this as more 
proof the program is headed 
in the wrong direction.

“We’re playing a lot of 
young kids,” Phillips said. 
“And we’re going to continue 
to play them.”

There’s nowhere to go but 
up.

HOW WILL KENTUCKY 
COMPETE IN SEC? 

Many more long days ahead for Cats
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Jonathan Dowling intercepted a Maxwell Smith pass in front of UK’s La’Rod King during the first half. Dowling had three interceptions.
AMY WALLOT

Kentucky Coach Joker Phil-
lips watched as the Wildcats 
committed one of their four 
turnovers Saturday night. “We 
can’t turn the ball over,” the 
beleaguered coach said. “We 
can’t do it.”
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