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ment defines poverty as 
annual income of $23,021 for 
a family of four.

Though the poverty rate 
was unchanged in 2011, that 
rate steadily increased each 
of the previous three years.

Smiley will be in Lex-
ington on Sept. 28 as the 
keynote speaker for The 2012 
Poverty Forum, a dinner to 
benefit the Community Ac-
tion Council’s efforts to help 
the poor in the Bluegrass.

“I think Tavis will get peo-
ple to understand that there 
are a whole bunch of folks 
whose lives are a real, serious 
struggle,” said Jack Burch, 
CAC executive director. 
“What I hope he does is put a 
face back on the problem.”

Fayette County’s rate of 
poverty is at 20.4 percent, 
Burch said, although he 
thinks that number is a little 
inflated. His organization has 
seen a drop in the number of 
people seeking services from 
36,000 in 2011 to 32,000 at 
the end of August this year.

That number is still high, 
he said, “but I’m delighted to 
see the trend. There are still 
people living right on the edge 
where the least little thing can 
put them back over the line.”

More than 46 million 
Americans lived in poverty 
last year, a scary amount.

“Poverty has become the 

new American norm,” Smiley 
said. “You can’t sustain a 
democracy when the top 400 
richest individuals control 
more wealth than the bottom 
150 million. We need the 
president to stand up and say 
what Michelle Obama said to 
the military families the other 
night: ‘We got your back.’”

Smiley’s passion to fight 
poverty was forged in his 
youth, growing up in a three-
bedroom, one-bathroom trailer 
with nine brothers and sisters, 
mother, stepfather and grand-
mother. He grew up attending 
a small church “that taught me 
about loving all humanity.”

“I know what it means to 
be poor,” he said. “I try to be 
the voice that these people 
don’t have.”

Smiley believes some 
families could have avoided 
falling below the poverty 

level had Obama fought more 
aggressively for a minimum 
wage increase, for a bigger 
stimulus package and for di-
recting that stimulus funding 
to heavily populated cities 
rather than to states.

“Has he done some good 
stuff? Absolutely,” Smiley 
said of Obama. “Did he have 
a lot on his plate? Did they 
leave him a mess? Yes. 

“Did it get worse when 
he got there? Yes. Have the 
Republicans been obstruc-
tionists? Yes. Is he better 
than Romney? Yes, no doubt 
about that.

“That doesn’t mean 
those of us who are truly 
progressive, who are about 
poor people, who love all of 
humanity, it doesn’t mean we 
can abrogate our duty to push 
the president,” Smiley said.

Of the four upcom-
ing political debates, the 
vice presidential debate in 
Danville on Oct. 11 will be 
the most interesting, he said. 
“Congratulations on that.” 
Our task, he said, is to push 
the moderators to raise the 
issue of poverty so that the 
candidates can make their 
positions known.

After all, if we can improve 
the lives of the poor, the 
quality of life for our entire 
community will be enhanced.

Merlene Davis: (859) 231-3218. 
Email: mdavis1@herald-leader.
com. Twitter: @reportmerle. Blog: 
merlenedavis.bloginky.com.

From Page B1

DAVIS IF YOU GO
The 2012 Poverty Forum is the 
fifth annual dinner event held to 
highlight poverty in the commu-
nity. Proceeds benefit the Com-
munity Action Council. The guest 
speaker is author, TV and radio 
host Tavis Smiley.

When: 6 p.m. Sept. 28. Dinner at 
6:30 p.m.

Where: Lexington Convention 
Center Bluegrass Ballroom.

Tickets: $50 online at Povertyfo-
rum.com.

Information: Email Lindsay Griffith 
at lindsay.griffith@commaction.org 
or call (859) 244-2221.
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CELEBRATIONS

McCullough-
Baesler

Eddie and Shirley
McCullough of Lexington
are pleased to announce the
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Kari Darlene
McCullough, to Damon Pat-
rick Baesler, son of Katy Ste-
phenson of Richmond and
Ronnie Baesler of Lexing-
ton. Kari was born and
raised in Lexington where
she graduated from Henry
Clay High School in 2002.
She later graduated with a
Veterinary Technician de-
gree and is now employed
at Boonesboro Animal Clin-
ic in Winchester. Damon
was born in Richmond
where he graduated from
Madison Central High
School in 1999. Damon cur-
rently works at Colts Run
Apartment Complex. The
wedding will be held in
Clays Ferry on September
29th.

Art and Vilva
Stovall

Celebrate 70th
Anniversary

Arthur and Vilva Stovall
are celebrating their 70th
wedding anniversary. The
couple married on Septem-
ber 18, 1942 at Government
Street Presbyterian Church
in Mobile, Alabama. Art
was stationed in Mobile at
Brookley Field before ser-
ving in World War II in the
South Pacific. Art and Vilva
made their home in Mem-
phis, Tennessee until mo-
ving to Lexington in 1986.
Their children are Terri
(Glen) Bagby of Lexington,
Laurie (Al) Lichaa of Tuc-
son, Arizona, and Vilva
Jean, now deceased. They
have nine grandchildren
and seven great-
grandchildren. Family and
friends will join them in a
celebration at Centenary
United Methodist Church.

Mitchuson-Arth

Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Mitchuson, Sr. of Lexington,
Kentucky are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of
their daughter, April
Mitchuson, to Dane Arth,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Arth of Danville, Kentucky.

Miss Mitchuson and Mr.
Arth are both currently
employed at the University
of Kentucky Chandler Medi-
cal Center. A date and loca-
tion for the wedding is still
to be determined.

Blandford-Hinton Wedding

Megan Elizabeth
Blandford and James Darren
Hinton were married May
12, 2012, at six o'clock in
the evening. The wedding
took place at Mary Queen of
the Holy Rosary Catholic
Church in Lexington, KY.

The bride is the daughter
of Mr. J.B. Blandford of Ver-
sailles, and Ms. Susan
Blandford of Lexington. The
groom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Bill and Vickie Hinton
of Lexington.

Megan was attendeded
by her sister, Katy Clifton,
as matron of honor. Kimber-
ly Thomas and Roni Conner
were bridesmaids. Bryan

Conkwright served as best
man. Billy Hinton and Der-
rick Butler were Darren's
groomsmen. The bride's
niece and nephew, Finley
and Brady Clifton attended
as her flower girl and ring
bearer.

Following the ceremony,
a reception was held at the
Round Barn at the Red Mile.
A rehearsal dinner was
hosted by the groom's par-
ents at Malone's Banquet
Hall.

The couple honeymooned
is St. George Island, FL.
They will reside in Lexing-
ton.

Finkbeiner and Foster Plan to Wed

Mrs. Shirley D.
Finkbeiner of Winchester is
pleased to announce the en-
gagement of her daughter,
Martha Jean Finkbeiner to
Stuart Brice Foster, son of
Mr. Barry Foster and Ms.
Stephanie Eldridge of Lex-
ington. The bride-elect is the
daughter of the late R.D.
"Jim" Finkbeiner and a 2003
graduate of George Rogers
Clark High School. She is

currently attending the Blue-
grass Community and Tech-
nical College studying Respi-
ratory Care. The
bridegroom-elect is a 2004
graduate of Lafayette High
School and is employed by
S&S Tire as warehouse man-
ager.

The happy couple became
engaged December of 2011
and plan to wed in Lexing-
ton on September 22, 2012.

Cunningham 50th
Wedding
Anniversary

Fred and JoAnn
Cunningham of Lexington,
KY, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on
September 14, 2012. The
former JoAnn Davis mar-
ried Fred Cunningham in
Lexington on September
14, 1962. They have one
child, Scot Cunningham, a
daughter-in-law Melissa
Cunningham, and three
grandchildren, Josie, Riley,
and Nolan Cunningham
ages 14, 14, and 11. The
couple plans to visit the
Biltmore Estate in October
to celebrate.

50th Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Jackie

Price

Jackie and Dolores
(Dodi) Price were married
September 15th, 1962 at
Gardenside Christian
Church in Lexington.

The couple have three
children; Suzanne
(Michael) Barton, Gina
(James) Fielding and Scot
Price. They have six
grandchildren

A Celebration of their
marriage was held in
August and the couple plan
a second honeymoon in
Hawaii.
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