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MOSCOW — Russia’s opposition 
movement drew tens of thousands to an-
other large anti-Putin demonstration Sat-
urday, sending the message that its ranks 
are undaunted by a battery of new gov-
ernment sanctions and the two-year pris-
on sentences handed down last month to 
the punk rockers of Pussy Riot.

This protest, like the ones that first 
jolted the Kremlin nine months ago, fea-
tured mockery of President Vladimir Pu-
tin — largely sendups of a recent stunt 
in which Putin flew in a hang glider at 

the head of a flock of cranes.
The trademark neon balaclavas of 

Pussy Riot, whose members were pros-
ecuted for singing an anti-Putin song 
in a cathedral, appeared on buttons and 
balloons and, in a basket carried by one 
marcher, on three disembodied manne-
quin heads.

There were no arrests, and the police 
offered a crowd estimate of 14,000, simi-
lar to the estimate they gave at the last 
event. Organizers’ estimates were much 
larger. Overall, nine months after the 
first large protests sent waves through 
Moscow, the movement appears to have 

reached a kind of cruising altitude. It is 
not euphoric, as it was in December. But 
it is also not going away.

“I often hear — What, are we going 
to go to demonstrations as if we’re going 
to work?” said Alexei Navalny, the char-
ismatic blogger whose appeal in Decem-
ber helped spark the first large anti-Putin 
demonstration. “Yes, we will go. We go 
to work, to provide for our families — 
and we should go to demonstrations to 
supply freedom to ourselves and to our 
children, to defend our human dignity. 
We will go as if we are going to work. 
This should be part of our lives.”

Anti-Putin protesters march in Moscow
By Ellen Barry and David M. Herszenhorn

The New York Times

Demonstrators wore balaclava masks, like those worn by mem-
bers of Pussy Riot, at a protest rally Saturday in Moscow.
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BEIJING — Anti-Japan 
protests flared in more than a 
dozen cities across China on 
Saturday, with some demon-
strators trying to storm police 
barricades outside Japan’s em-
bassy in Beijing as thousands 
pelted the building with rocks 
and eggs. 

The Japanese Kyodo News 
agency cited protests in at 
least 28 cities and quoted an 
unnamed diplomatic source as 
saying the scale of protests was 
the largest since the two na-
tions normalized ties in 1972. 

Online video and photo-
graphs from several cities 
showed shops and restaurants 
with damage ranging from 
broken windows to ransack-
ing. Some buildings were re-
portedly left in flames. 

The Japanese government 
earlier in the week had an-
nounced it had bought three 
uninhabited islands in the East 
China Sea that are part of a 
contested chain at the heart of 
a territorial dispute between 
China and Japan. The purchase 
from a private family that Ja-
pan recognized as owning the 
trio of islands enraged Beijing 
and threatened to make it look 
weak to a home audience that 
harbors profound historical ani-
mus toward Tokyo. 

On Friday, six Chinese 
marine surveillance ships pa-
trolled near the islands, known 
in China as the Diaoyu and to 
Japan as the Senkaku. In addi-
tion to sending the surveillance 
craft, the Chinese government 
issued a stream of strong state-
ments in state media saying it 
would protect the nation’s in-
terests in the matter. 

Japanese officials appar-

ently made the buy to prevent 
the governor of Tokyo from 
carrying out his intention of 
doing the same and, unlike the 
national government, develop-
ing the islands in what would 
have been viewed here as an 
even more provocative act. 

While the anger toward the 
Japanese might temporarily 
deflect attention from China’s 
internal issues — authorities 
appeared to have done little 
to discourage the gatherings, 
which probably would have had 
difficulty happening without at 
least tacit consent — Beijing 
may well worry about further 
protests tapping into broader 
rage and getting out of hand. 

It’s been an especially tu-
multuous period for a Chinese 
Communist Party that prefers 
buttoned-down stability. Chi-
nese Vice President Xi Jinping, 
the man slated to become the 

next president of China, resur-
faced only on Saturday morn-
ing after a two-week disap-
pearance and rampant rumors 
about health problems and 
factional infighting. 

An item with photographs 
on the state Xinhua news 
wire’s Web site showed Xi vis-
iting the China Agricultural 
University in Beijing “for ac-
tivities marking the National 
Science Popularization Day.” 

Wearing a white collared 
shirt with no tie and a black 
windbreaker, de rigueur attire 
for Chinese leaders while tour-
ing sites, Xi looked in good 
condition in state media pho-
tographs and news footage — 
smiling with children, peering 
interestedly at an exhibit, and 
chatting and strolling about. 

There was no explanation 
given for Xi’s absence, after 
whispers of everything from a 

back injury to a heart attack. 
Instead, he was noted as having 
“called for strengthening public 
food and health knowledge.” 

The development, though 
presented as typically drab 
Chinese Communist Party fare, 
seemed designed to broad-
cast the message that national 
leadership is on firm ground 
and moving ahead in the run-
up to a national congress that 
will usher in a once-in-a-decade 
transition of power. 

MEANWHILE, OFFICIAL 
ENDS 2-WEEK ABSENCE

Biggest anti-Japan protests 
in 40 years sweep China

By Tom Lasseter
McClatchy Newspapers

Chinese demonstrators angered over Japan’s purchase of disputed islands clashed with police at 
barricades outside the Japanese Embassy in Beijing during an anti-Japan protest Saturday. 
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NICOSIA, Cyprus — A 
plan by the European Union 
to overhaul bank supervision 
and help troubled lenders di-
rectly ran into a wall of op-
position Saturday as finance 
ministers from major nations 
like Germany, Poland and 
Sweden raised objections.

The stalemate was a re-
minder that pushing 27 mem-
ber states to cooperate re-
mains a challenge, even when 
they have pledged reforms 
aimed at ending their three-
year debt crisis. The scale 

of the opposition could be 
a blow to Spain, which is in 
most immediate need of bank-
ing aid.

The proposals, drafted 
over the summer by the Eu-
ropean Commission and for-
mally introduced last Wednes-
day, would give the European 
Central Bank the task of regu-
lating all 6,000 banks in the 
euro area by Jan. 1, 2014.

The proposals would also 
let the central bank take away 
banking licenses, require lend-
ers to increase their capital 
and levy fines on lenders that 

break the rules.
During the two-day meet-

ing here, France, Italy and 
Spain strongly supported 
phasing in the plan on Jan. 1, 
2013, as the commission rec-
ommended.

But the German finance 
minister, Wolfgang Schauble, 
said at a news conference Sat-
urday that the 2013 deadline 
“will not be possible.” Ger-
man officials warn that the 
proposals as drafted could 
strain the central bank’s re-
sources and create regulatory 
black holes.

European bank reform meets opposition
The New York Times
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