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Wal Mart 
Thief Caught 
In Lancaster

A Nicholasville man, 
wanted on similar charges in 
Mercer County, was arrest-
ed  last Wednesday in town 
when the Stanford Wal Mart 
reported that a shoplifter was 
headed toward Lancaster.

Billy Whitaker, 53, was 
stopped on Lexington Street 
by Officer Tim Royce when 
he allegedly turned left into 
the Shell Foodmart reck-
lessly.

According to the police 
report, Whitaker freely vol-
unteered a statement that 
items in his vehicle were 
stolen from the Stanford 
Wal M art on the same day 
and also on Monday. BB 
guns, video games, music 
CDs were all located in the 
trunk. At the same time, 
Whitaker told Royce that he 
had smoked meth about an 
hour before he was stopped. 
A crack pipe and a glass 
bulb that had been altered to 
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Official Press Releases 
Of Candidates On A-6

After a long and uncertain month 
in which redistricting played havoc 
on the cast of the coming 2012 state 

legislative elections, a decision has 
been made and the candidates have, 
at last, been finalized.

On February 24, 2012 the Kentucky 
Supreme Court affirmed the Franklin 
Circuit Court’s order that state 
legislative races for the 2012 election 
cycle shall be conducted pursuant to 
the boundaries that were in effect 

Candidates Finalized In State Representative Race

Pattie A. Clay Closed Lancaster Clinic

GMS Students Learn Lessons In Caring

Napier Urges Committee Chair To Hear Drug Testing Bill For Welfare Recipients

Bill Co-sponsored By More Than 60 House Members

By Ted Cox
tcox@garrardcentralrecord.com

Nathan Mick (R) Larry Woods (D)Bradley Bud 
Montgomery (D)

Jonathan Shell (R)

After two years of serving 
the people of Garrard 
County, Pattie A. Clay 
Regional Medical Center has 
packed its bags and taken 
services offered in Lancaster 
back to its main facility in 
Richmond. 

“After a very very tough 
decision we decided to 

relocate Dr. D’Costa back 
to Richmond,” Jill Williams, 
Director of Public Relations 
for Pattie A. Clay, said. “We 
notified all of her patients 
in the weeks prior to the 
relocation which officially 
took place at the beginning 
of 2012.”

Pattie A Clay Hospital’s 
plans to expand with a facility 
along Richmond Street in 

Lancaster culminated with 
an open house and grand-
opening celebration on 
Friday, October 23, 2009. 
At that time plans included 
a follow-up phase to the 
Lancaster expansion, the $5 
million ambulatory acute-
care facility that was planned 
to follow in the next 18 
months.

“Like all providers, and 

like all planning processes 
go, we are currently and 
continuing to evaluate plans 
for the future but we don’t 
have any plans at this time,” 
Williams said. “Due to both 
the recession and, really 
just to be honest, it became 
apparent that the current 
providers in Lancaster and 
Garrard County were already 
serving to provide care for 

the residents there and we 
were never able to obtain 
enough of a volume to 
support the facility.”

At the outset the 
modular buildings were 
planned to accommodate 
internal-medicine offices, 
an outpatient laboratory 
(capable of metabolic panels, 
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Tighter Security Means 
Safer Courts For Garrard

With the newly constructed Garrard County Judicial Center up and running in full 
capacity, many folks have taken notice of the recently adapted security measures when 
entering the new home of Garrard County’s courts.

With new security personally being sworn in to fill the requirements set by the 
Administrative Office of the Courts also comes metal detectors that visitors must pass 
through before entering the building. 

“We have never really had a problem as far as security goes,” Judge Executive John 
Wilson said. “I know that to go through the new security is an inconvenience but it 
is a vast improvement over the method we had before which allows inmates to get 
contraband in and out of the jails whether it be drugs or weapons. This is an AOC 
requirement and while it is an inconvenience it increases the safety of the people who 
are in the court room.” 

Joye Kemp, one of the new security officers sworn in by Wilson on Monday, said 
the people that are coming in on a regular basis already know and have adapted their 
behavior accordingly.

“We take small pocketknives, and large ones of course, as well as any implements 
that we perceive as dangerous and put them in an envelope with the person’s name on 
it so that I can pick it up when they leave the building,” Kemp explained. “We do check 
purses, and keep anything that looks like mace or anything of that nature as well. The 
biggest thing right now is pocketknives, it would be better if you know you’re coming 
in the building just to leave it in your car.”

Fish hooks on hats will be held as well.
Long time court security officer Mike McQueary said he would like to remind folks 

that they are not interested in what you have in your purse or in your pockets as long as 
it is not illegal or can be used as a weapon of any kind. 

“If you don’t want people looking in your purse, for no reason other than that you just 
Security oversees the newly implemented camera system 

throughout the new Garrard County Judicial Center.
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The sponsor of a bill that if passed 
into law would set up a random drug-
testing system for those receiving 
public assistance urged the chairman 
of the House Health and Welfare 
Committee to allow his proposal to 
be heard on Tuesday.  

Representative Lonnie Napier is 
the sponsor of House Bill 26 filed for 
the 2012 Legislative Session.

“With each passing day this bill 
is not heard in committee, more of 

our fellow Kentuckians and their 
families fall victim to the plague 
of drug abuse hanging over the 
Commonwealth,” Napier said.  “We 
must do everything we can to protect 
our communities and our children, 
which is why I’m asking Chairman 
Tom Burch to hold a hearing on this 
bill.”

Napier’s proposal allows the 
Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services to set up a random drug-

testing program for individuals 
suspected of using drugs while 
receiving public assistance.  HB 26 
also allows any children of a parent 
or guardian who tests positive to 
continue receiving public assistance, 
and would also allow individuals 
who later test negative to be eligible 
for receiving public assistance again. 

Napier adds that there is no cost 
to his proposal because it would be 
left up to the social worker or agency 

to determine if there is probable 
cause to suspect someone receiving 
public assistance of using drugs, 
which would then allow them to 
investigate further. Napier believes 
this answers any questions about the 
constitutionality of his proposal.

This is the second consecutive 
session that Napier has filed a bill 
dealing with this issue. 
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Logan Hubble 
To Receive 
Recreational 
Trail Grant
First Handicapped 
Accessible Walking 

Trail In County

Garrard and Lincoln 
counties will soon have 
a new recreational trail 
to share between the two 
communities at the Logan-
Hubble Memorial Park, 
a jointly operated park 
between the two counties.

Garrard County received 
$60,000 from the Federal 
Highway Administration’s 
Recreational Trails program 
to create a walking trail at 
Logan-Hubble Memorial 
Park.

Earlier this month 
Kentucky First Lady Jane 
Beshear joined Tourism, 
Arts and Heritage Cabinet 
Secretary Marcheta Sparrow 
and Department for Local 
Government (DLG) 
Commissioner Tony Wilder 
to announce more than $1.8 
million in grants to local 
communities to develop and 
maintain recreational trails 
across Kentucky.
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Garrard middle schoolers, 
under the direction of sci-
ence teacher Ricky Arnold, 
were taught a lesson in car-
ing this term through a proj-
ect instigated by Arnold be-
fore Christmas.

Sixth and 7th grade stu-
dents sent more than 200 
letters to military personnel 
serving on the USS Whidbey 
Island, a U.S. Navy dock-
landing ship, that just recent-
ly returned from an 11-month 
stint with the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit fi rst sent 
to the Mediterranean Sea in 
support of NATO’s actions in 
Libya and then as part of the 
U.S. Fifth Fleet to the Persian 
Gulf.

“It’s made the kids more 
aware of what the military 

does,” Arnold said.
With a nephew serving a 

portion of his four-year en-
listment as a Marine on the 
ship, Arnold decided that the 
kids could use that as a venue 
to begin their project. Ini-
tially the letters went out to 
general personnel but return 
letters from soldiers have 
provided a more personal 
touch. Believing that Christ-
mastime would be diffi cult to 
be away from home, students 
asked the soldiers about their 
days and wished them well 
during the holidays.

Arnold said that the proj-
ect has also helped students 
who are considering military 
service as part of their adult 
experience to have a bet-
ter understanding of what it 
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Sixth and seventh grade students sent more than 200 letters to military personnel serving on the USS 
Whidbey Island, a U.S. Navy dock-landing ship, that just recently returned from an 11-month stint at sea.

Judicial Center

GRAND 
OPENING

Thursday, March 1 at 11 a.m.

Lancaster Elementary 
School To Host Dress 
In Blue Day To Fight 

Colon Cancer
Friday, March 2nd

   Statewide Tornado Drill
 A statewide tornado drill will be conducted at 

10:07 a.m. on March 6.  The storm sirens will be 
activated along with various test of communications 

including radios, pagers, cable override and 
Emergency Operations Center equipment.  Please 

practice your emergency plans and consider 
participating, taking the appropriate emergency 
defense actions.  Please pass the word to your 

coworkers and encourage your work place to participate.


