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Study: Tax deadline day 

can be deadly on u.s. roads 
By U NDSEY TANNER 

AI' Modial Wnt<' 

CHICAGO - The two certain
ties in life - death and taxes - may 
be more intertwined than Ben 
Franklin ever imagined: A study 
found deadly aula crashes increase 
on Tax Day. 

Driven recklessly rdcing to the 
post office to meet the deadline 
might be one reason. Or it could 
be that stressing over taxes dis
tracts motorists and contributes to 
human error, researchers said. 

The researchcnt analyzed data 
from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. The results 
appear in Wednesday's Journal of 
tk AmtTicaR M~dical Msociation. 

Russ Rader, a spokesman for 
the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety, said having more 
motorists on the road and drivent 
taking routes that are not in their 
everyday routines might make Tax 
Day riskier. Other research has 
said those factors, and sometimes 
alcohol use, may contribute to in
creases in traffic deaths OIl other 
days, including Super Bowl 
Sunday,July 4 and El~lion Day. 

stressnll for taxpayers, than in oth
er countries. 

The study examinl.-d data from 
19l!O to 2009. Electronic tax filing 
started in 1986 and become in
creasingly popular during the 
study period. But it appeared to 
have no effect on Tax Day deaths, 
which also increased, Redelmeier 
.s.-ud. 

Last year, about three-fourths of 
the 145 million individual returns 
were filed electronically. Eventual
ly, everyone likely file will online. 

BASKING IN BLOSSOMS 

They looked at 30 years of data 
and found 6,783 traffic-related 
deaths on Tax Day, or 226 per day. 
That comparCll with 213 per day 
on one day a week before the 
deadline day and another day a 
week after. 

Drivers were slightly less likely 
than passengers and pedestrians to 
be killed. 

Rader says studies have shown 
thai driven; are safest on routes 
they know the best - for example, 
commuting to work or taking the 
kids to school. Risk increases when 
routes vary - like driving to the 
JXlst office to mail tax returns. 

Redelmeier said filing electroni
cally CaIl be stressful, too, and it 
might even encourage people to 
wait until the last minute to do 
their returns. tor those reasons, he 
said it's unlikely universal e-filing 
will result in fewer Tax Day deaths. 

A spokeswoman forthe Internal 
Revenue Service declincd to com
ment on the study. 

A man admires cherry biO&50m petals fall1ng Tuesday as 
cherry blossoms are In full bloom at Ueno Parll in Tokyo. The nonprofit group is funded 

by car insura.nce companies and 
studies ways to reduce car crashes. THE NEWS IN BRIEF 

The traffic death rate on Tax 
Day - whic.h usually falls on April 
15 - was (j percent higher tllan on 
other April days. That doesn 't 
sound like a lot, but lead author 
Dr. Donald Redelmeier said it 
means an average of about 13 ex
tra deaths per day and amounts to 
about $40 million in annual losses 
to .society_ 

Dr. Mark Nunnally, an associate 
professor at the University of 
Chicago who studies patient safety, 
s.1id while il mighl make sense to 
conclude drivers are more distract
ed on Tax Day, that is just specula
tion. Reasons for the increases 
seen in the study are unknown, he 
Mid. 

This year, the IRS has post
poned the deadline by two days, to 
April 17. That's because April 15 is 
a Sunday and the neld day is 
Emancipation Day - a publiC holi
day observed in Washington, D.C. 

SYRIAN TROOPS FIRE 
OYER BORDERS WITH LEBA
NON, TURKEY AS CEASE
FIRE SEEMS DOOMED TO 
FAIL Syrian forcCll opened 
fire across two tense bor
ders Monday, killing a TV 
journalist in Lebanon and 
at least two people in a 
refugee camp ill Turkey on 
the eve of a deadline for a 
cease·fire plan that seems 
all but certain to fail. 

'THE LION KING' LEAPS 
'PHANTOM OF THE OPERA' TO 
BECOME BROADWAY'S AU
TIME lOP EARNINGS kiNG_ 
Very quietly, almost 
stealthily, a new king has 
been inaugurated on 
Broadway. 

Box office figures re
leased Monday show that 
"The Lion King" last week 
swiped the title of Broad~ 
way's all-time highest 
grossing show from "The 
l'h3.Jltom of the Opcra" 

lbat estimate includes loss of 
life, injury and property damage 
costs, said Redelmeier, a phy~id3.J1 
and researcher at the University of 
Toronto. 

Redelmeier, a Canadian, Mid 
he studied the United States be
cause the American tax code is so 
complicated, and probably more 

Canada's tax deadline day is 
April 30. Redelmeier said his own 
lax return5 "are not quile ready," 
and added with a laugh, KIt's 
caused some friction in the house." 

The Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research helped pay for 
the study. 

Across Syria, activists re
ported particularly heavy 
violence with more than 
125 people killed in the 
past two days. 

The Obama administm
tion exr.ressed outrage at 
the vio ence spilling over 
the frontiers, saying the 
Syrian government ap
peared 10 have liule com
mitment to the peace plan 
tlmt was negotiated by for
mer U.N. chief Kofi Annan. 

The cumulative gross 
for "The Lion King" is 
$853,846,062, according 
to the show's nwnbers. 1\:1 
chandelier-swinging rival's 
cumulative total is 
$853,122,847, according to 
the musical·s publicis!. The 
"Lion King" surged past 
KPhantom" afte r netting 
over $2 million at the box 
office for the week ending 
Sunday, while "Phantom" 
pulled in about $1.2 mil· 
lion. 

Mississippi has highest teen birth rate 

CRISIS_ The federal govern
ment pl3.J1S to propose new 
rules on Tuesday that wi ll 
give homeowners more 
ways to avoid foreclosure 
and gel an accurate ac· 
counting of their monthly 
mortgage payments. 

Congress mandated 
changes in the n!les cover
ing the mortgage servicing 
industry in tlle wake of tllC 
2008 financial crisis. 

The Consumer Finan
cial Protection Bureau's 
proposed rules would re
qoi re mortgage scrvicers to 
give all borrowers stan
dardized monthly state
men\:l and warn borrowers 
aboul interest rate or insur
ance c.hange. 

lbe mortgage servicers 
would also be required to 
make "good-faith efforts~ 

to contact borrowers at risk 
of foreclosure and give 
them options to avoid los
ing their homes. There are 
also stipulations for im
proving record-keeping 
and providing foreclosure 
counseling to tllOse who 
need it. 

SCIENTISTS PREDICT 
PAYOFF FROM $1 BILLION 
WORTH OF AUTISM RE
SEARCH; NEW DRUGS SEEM 
AS POSSIBlE. More thall $1 
billion has been spent over 
the past decade rC!learc.h
ing autism. In some ways, 
the se(lrch for ;\:1 causes 
looks like a long-running 
fishing expedition, with a 
focus on everything from 
genetics to the age of the 
father, the weight of the 
mother, and how dose a 
child lives to a freeway. 

That perception may 
soon cllallge. Some in Ille 
field say they are seeing the 
beginning of a wave of sci
entific repOits that should 
strengthen some theories, 
jettison others and perhaps 
even herald new drugs. 

The effort has been in
fused with new urgency by 
a recent federal report that 
found autism disorders arc 
far more common than 
was previously understood, 
affecting 1 in 88 U.s. c.hil· 
dren. 

The AModated Preso 

NEW YO RK - 'Ieen 
births feU again in the 
United Stales in 2010 
with the highest rate once 
more in Mississippi, ac
cording to a new govern
ment report. 

Nearly every stale saw 
a decline in teen births 
from 2007 to 2010, with 
the biggest drop in 
Ariwna at 29 percenl. 
Rates stayed about the 
same in Ihree slates: 
Montana, North Dakota 
and West Virb';nia. 

The Centers for Di· 
sease Control and Pre
vention previously re
ported that U.S. births by 
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mothers of all ages had 
dropped in 2010 for the 
third straight year. Ex· 
perts think the economy 
is a factor. 

The rate for teenage 
moms reached its lowest 
point since record-keep
ing began in 1940. The 
rate fell 9 percent to 
about 34 per 1,000 girls 
ages 15 through 19_ 
The decline was seen 

efforts. They note that a 
recent government sur
vey showed more use of 
contraception by teens_ 

Even as it leads the na
tion wilh 55 teen births 
per 1,000 girls, Mississip-

r.i's rate has oc'Cn falling 
ike everywhere else. It 

dropped 21 percent over 
three yeiU1l. New Hamp
shire has the lowest teen 

birth rate at just under 16. 
Since 1991, the overall 

teen rate has dropped by 
44 percenl Without that 
decline, the authors cal
culated, there would 
have been 3.4 million 
more babies born to girls 
by 2010. 

Kentucky placed sev
enth with 46.2 births per 
1,000 teenage girls. 

among all racial and I 
The CDC report re-ethnic groups. 1~:~~~~~~~~~~i~~W~~~J 

leased Tuesday fo- 5300 
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The authors say the 
teen declines have 
been attributed to 
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April 17. 2012. 
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PURSUANT TO KRS 424.290, "MATTERS REQUIREDTO BE PUBLISHEO," 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTION WILL APPEAR ON THE VOTING MACHINES 

AND PAPER BALLOTS IN THE COUNTRY CLUB PRECINCT IN 
HARDIN COUNTY FOR THE SPECIAL ELECTION, APRIL 17, 2012_ 

OFfiCIAL BALLOT FOR HARDIN COUNTY 
SPECIAL ELECTION HELD ON TUESDAY, APRil 17, 2012 

QUESTION 
"Are you in favor of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages by Ihe drink at Ellzabelhtown 
Country Club in Ihe Country Club 
Precincl?" 
CJ YES 

CJ NO 


