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Dear Abby: What’s
the best thing to do when
someone insults me for
being myself? My hair
has been bright blue for
the last two semesters of
college. I like it. I’m
young, and my family is
letting me express my
“wild” side while I’m in
school.

Six months ago I went
to meet my ex-
boyfriend’s mother, and
the first thing she said to
me was, “You’re one of
my son’s phases, right?
Boys don’t actually bring
girls with blue hair home
to Mama.” Abby, it was
with my ex’s encourage-
ment that I dyed my hair
this bright color.

My family, my church
and most of my teachers
think it’s OK. Is there a
social stigma attached to
exotically dyed hair? And
what’s the best way to re-
act when someone insults
me for just being myself?
— Nice Person in
Walland, Tenn.

■ Dear Nice Person:
Whether there’s a stigma
attached to looking differ-
ent depends on who is
doing the looking. Some
people — your ex-
boyfriend’s mother, for
instance — find it off-put-
ting. Did you tell her that
it was with her son’s en-
couragement that you
dyed your hair blue? It
would have been interest-
ing to see her reaction. It
would also be interesting
to know what shade his
girlfriend’s hair is.

When others comment
about the color of your
hair, instead of treating it
as an insult, smile and
say, “Don’t judge a book
by its cover.” Then
change the subject.

TERRIBLE LISTENER.
Dear Abby: My husband
and I have been married
for 26 years. I love him,
but he’s a terrible listener.
He’s not that way with
everyone. When we’re
out socializing, he’s a
good conversationalist
and a polite listener. It’s
when we are home that
he never lets me finish a
sentence. When we’re
alone, I can’t express a
complete opinion or
thought without being in-
terrupted halfway
through a word or sen-
tence. He just cuts me off

and starts talking on the
subject.

I’m an intelligent
woman with valid opin-
ions, but he would rather
hear the sound of his own
voice than mine. How do
I get him to let me speak
and not interrupt? —
Silenced in Illinois

■ Dear Silenced: Is
your husband controlling
in other aspects of your
relationship? If not, the
problem may be that you
have been together so
long he thinks he knows
where your sentences are
going, so he responds be-
fore you complete a
thought. One way to han-
dle this would be to tell
your husband how pa-
tronized it makes you feel
when he does it. Another
would be to interrupt him
by saying, “Excuse me! I
wasn’t finished talking.”
Or, “You finished my
sentence, but that wasn’t
what I was going to say.
What I meant was ...”

FORGIVE AND FORGET?
Dear Abby: My sister,
“Beth,” and I very close,
but a constant source of
contention is her boy-
friend, “Brody.” Beth and
Brody have broken up
several times, and each
time it happens, she fills
me in on every horrible
thing he has ever done.

They always seem to
get back together, and
Beth expects me to like
him despite everything I
know. Does the fact that
she forgives and forgets
mean that I have to do
the same? — Too Much
Information in Ohio

■ Dear Too Much
Info: No, it doesn’t. But
you should be civil, even
if you’re not warm and
friendly. Then cross your
fingers and hope your sis-
ter recognizes less drama
is healthier and the rela-
tionship ends soon.

Dr. Wallace: I can’t risk
my parents reading your
email to me, so could you
please put your answer in
your column. It’s very im-
portant to me because I’m
16 and going steady with
a great guy. I’m almost
positive that he will be-
come my husband. We
are not sexually active,
but I don’t know how
long it will stay that way.

Please don’t cop out by
saying, “Don’t have sex.”
Just tell me if you think it
would be a good idea for
me to go on the pill now.
— Nameless, Moline, Ill.

■ Nameless: Your
question is too personal
and too complex to an-
swer with a simple yes or
no. Sex without birth con-
trol can create big prob-
lems. An unwanted preg-
nancy often results in ter-
minated education, family
disapproval, unwise mar-
riage and the terrible
dilemma of whether or
not to have an abortion.

But the pill is no cure-
all. Even though it must
be prescribed by a med-
ical doctor, there can be
hazards to your health.
And there is also the fact
that the pill is not always
100 percent foolproof.

This decision must be
yours and yours alone. In
order to make a wise deci-
sion about having premar-
ital sex and using the pill,

get all the information and
professional guidance
available to you from fam-
ily members, teachers,
doctors, clergy and public
health agencies. Then
think long and hard about
all of the consequences,
and make a wise decision.

And remember many
16-year-old girls who are
“almost positive” their
boyfriend will become
their husband end up
marrying someone else.

IT’S ALL RIGHT TO CRY.
Dr. Wallace: Please an-
swer my question. I am
sensitive and sometimes
get emotional and cry in
response to my feelings. Is
crying a sign of weakness?
My mom says it is. —
Nameless, Sidney, Ohio

■ Nameless: Crying is
an emotional response
and often accompanies in-
tense feelings of apprecia-
tion or of love. Los Ange-
les psychiatrist Zelda Segal
says crying is a natural re-
sponse to feeling hurt and
can provide a much-need-
ed release for frustrations
and helps release angry
feelings, as well.

Comments on hair color
make wild child feel blue
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GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be typed or
legible. The information should be clear and
concise. Include a name and daytime phone
number in case of questions. We reserve the
right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be emailed
to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All club
news, including calendar listings for club

activities, military news, and all other general
news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the item(s) to
769-6965, drop them off or mail to 408 W.
Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in .jpg for-
mat. Original black and white or color prints
are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; otherwise, the

photo can be picked up at the front desk up
to one month following publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guarantee all
photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will publish
first-come, first-serve on a space-available
basis. Celebrations get first priority to pub-
lish on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751

Neighbors

HOW TO USE THIS COLUMN.
Community news announ-
cements are published at
no charge in the Lending a
Hand calendar. POC refers
to “point of contact.” Area
codes are listed only for
phone numbers outside the
270 area code. Listings not
updated within a year will
be removed. To update or
submit a calendar entry,
email calendars@thenews
enterprise.com, call 505-
1751 or fax to 769-6965. 

Wednesday
Clothes closet and food

bank, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Sum-
mit Community Center.
There is tutoring on Tues-
day evenings, story time for
kids on Wednesdays and a
senior potluck on Thurs-
days at the Summit Com-
munity Center. POC: Mike
Mayhew, 242-6537 or bjb
itzy@windstream.net.

Feeding America volun-
teers needed, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, at Feed-
ing America, Kentucky’s
Heartland, 300 Peterson
Drive, E’town. Walk-ins wel-
come. Call 735-1407 to
schedule groups of 10 or
more.

Hardin County Habitat for
Humanity ReStore, 4676 S.
Wilson Road (former Roy’s
Furniture Store), E’town, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays-Fri-
days and 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat-
urdays. The ReStore is a
fundraising project that
helps build Habitat Hou-
ses. Donations of furniture,
appliances, household
items, tools and building
materials accepted and are
then sold to the public. Old
cell phones also accepted.

Old shoes are turned into
clean water projects around
the world. ReStore is prof-
itable, because volunteers
supplement the staff; to
volunteer, call the ReStore
at 737-0207.

The Mystery Thrift Shop,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturdays, 200
Sycamore Street, Suite
134, E’town, Houchens Pla-
za near Big Lots. The non-
profit organization supports
pet adoption, the preven-
tion of cruelty to animals
and supports a no-kill ani-
mal shelter and adoption
center; in addition, seniors
55 and older may qualify for
paid positions. Mystery
special each week. POC:
Brenda, 312-7633. 

Van driver needed one
night a week for patrons of
Warm Blessings Soup Kitchen.
POC: Jack, 319-3924.

Thursday
Food pantry, 5-6 p.m.,

Vine Grove United Method-
ist Church, 306 High St.,
Vine Grove. POC: 877-
5231.

Food pantry and clothing
closet, noon to 3 p.m.,
Hope For Today Ministry
Building at Cecilia Baptist
Church, 416 E. Main St.,
Cecilia. Clothing proceeds
help pay for food, which is
free to low income families.
POC: 862-4228.

Helping Hand of Hope vol-
unteers needed, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays
and/or Thursdays, to sort
clothes and assist with
watching the clothing
room. POC: Lucy or Sheri,
769-3092. 

Saturday
Adopt-a-pet event, 11

a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, Animal Refuge
Center, Vine Grove. POC:
877-6064.

Bobby Morrison Santa
Claus Project, collecting toys
to give at Christmas or for
families in need. Drop toys
off at 760 Salem Lake
Road, Hodgenville. POC:
358-3379.

Food closet, 10 a.m.-
noon, second and last Satur-
days, New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church Family Life
Center, 1582 Hill St., across
from the main church build-
ing. POC: 351-6808.

Meade County Animal
Shelter brings animals for
adoptions, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturdays, Orscheln Farm
& Home Store, 135 E. Lin-
coln Trail Blvd., Radcliff.
POC: Pinky Bilz, 352-4297. 

Monday
Blood donations accepted

noon-6 p.m. Mondays and
Thursdays, American Red
Cross, 405 W. Dixie Ave.,
E’town. Apheresis dona-
tions Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays. POC
for appointment: 765-6529
or 765-4979.

Clothing and shoe sale, 11
a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Satur-
day, Kentucky Full Gospel
Church, 1012 Hill St., Rad-
cliff. Clothing, 25 cents, 50
cents or $1; shoes $1. All
items gently used. Dona-
tions accepted. Proceeds
benefit the church. POC:
Bob at 351-5383. 

Clothing closet, 4:30 to
6:30 p.m., Hope For Today
Ministry Building at Cecilia
Baptist Church, 416 E.

Main St., Cecilia. Proceeds
benefit the food pantry
food. POC: 862-4228. 

Salvation Army Thrift
Store and Service Center, 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 1006 N. Mulberry
St., E’town, POC: 234-0833.

Tuesday
Clothing Center and food

bank, 9 a.m.-noon, behind
Elizabethtown Church of
Christ, 1211 N. Dixie Ave.,
E’town, Clothes and food
for families in need. POC:
765-6446.

Upcoming
Fun event sponsored by

Multiple Schlerosis Society’s
‘Jude on the Move Continued!’
Team, 1 p.m. April 28, 1373
Red Hill Rd. Vine Grove. En-
trance fee is $2 which cov-
ers the cost of a barbecue
meal and drinks; kids 3 and
under eat free. Raffles for
Scentsy products, Home
Depot tools gift basket with
free large pizza certificate,
spa basket for women with
gift card to Red Lobster and
more. Slip ‘n’ Slide pool
and sprinkler for kids while
adults do other stuff. Best
dressed in orange wins a
surprise gift. Volunteers
needed. POC: Sarah Gonza-
les, 319-4885. 

Second annual Warm
Blessings rummage sale and
bake sale fundraiser, 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. May 11 and 12, 609
E. Dixie Ave., E’town. Dona-
tions appreciated and ac-
cepted now. No electronics
or clothes (except for chil-
dren’s clothes for infants
through 10 years which are
needed). Lunch served.
POC: Joan 769-1134.

L E N D I N G  A  H A N D  C A L E N DA R

O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

Hardin County 4-H and FFA
members met with
Commissioner of Agriculture
James Comer and Hardin
County Clerk Kenneth Tabb at
the Hardin County Clerk’s
Office in Elizabethtown to
promote the Kentucky farm li-
cense plate voluntary
donation campaign. 

4H, FFA PROMOTE
KENTUCKY FARM LICENSE PLATE
VOLUNTARY DONATION CAMPAIGN

Commissioner of Agriculture James Comer is pictured with 4-H
members Aaron Miller, Orry Williams and Briann Williams. As
part of the the Kentucky farm license plate voluntary donation
campaign, donations of $10 will go the Agriculture Program
Trust Fund and divided equally among 4-H, FFA and Kentucky
Proud.

NORTH MIDDLE JLC JUNIOR OPTIMIST CLUB MEMBERS INDUCTED
Members of the newly formed North Middle School JLC Junior Optimist Club were formally inducted at a recent Optimist
Club of Radcliff meeting. Willie Lee, past governor of the KY/WV district and member of the Optimist Club of Radcliff, along
with Mae Knight, Optimist Club president, inducted approximately 45 members of the new Junior Optimist Club. Adult
advisors for the club are Neal Gibbs and Rudy Garcia, both members of the Optimist Club of Radcliff. Junior clubs are for
youth ages 10 to 13. Members elect officers and plan projects with help from club advisors. This particular age group
focuses on learning leadership skills and serving the needs of others and also participates in social events with other club
members. 


