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Denying baptism
It has been good to see

many express their desire to
turn their lives around through
jail ministry.  The greatest pow-
er to change hearts is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The book of Acts tells that
those who crucified Jesus were
cut to the heart when they real-
ized what they had done. They
were desperate to learn what
they must do to be forgiven
and make their lives right.
They found peace only when
they obeyed the words of
Peter: “Repent, and let every
one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins” (Acts 2:38).
The sad truth of working with
the prisoners in the Hardin
County Detention Center is
that when they come to the
same knowledge, through
study of the word, they are not
allowed to follow this com-
mand.  

When they ask the same
question as the Ethiopian eu-
nuch in Acts 8:36, “What hin-
ders me from being baptized?”
instead of Philip’s answer, “If
you believe with all your heart,
you may,” they must hear, “If

the jailer thinks it is important,
you may.” If the apostle Peter
uttered his question from Acts
10:47, “Can anyone forbid wa-
ter, that these should not be
baptized?” the resounding an-
swer would be “Yes!”

Romans tells of this great
“rehabilitation” that we under-
go when we obey the com-
mands of God.  Romans 6:3-4:
“Do you not know that as
many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized
into His death? Therefore we
were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in
newness of life.”  And yet the
policy of the local jail is to deny
the greatest rehabilitation
process and opponent of re-
cidivism the world has ever
known.

Can the jailer please honest-
ly answer why he would deny
the requests of those who de-
sire to “walk in newness of life”
and “no longer be slaves to sin”
by submitting themselves to
the commands of the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Brian Woodring
Radcliff

Selecting appropriate
response to jail
baptism issue

Your Easter Sunday editori-
al concerning the baptism ban
at the county jail very ade-
quately and appropriately re-
sponded to this subject.

Jail inmates, of all people,
should not be dragged through
a controversial issue of spiritual
versus water baptism. Such an
issue could be a distraction
rather than an attraction for all
of Christianity.

If this becomes a legal issue,
God forbid, a solution could be
for the appealing church to
post bond comparible to the
crime for which the inmate was
charged plus pay for trans-
portation and security costs in-
volved.

Meanwhile, all concerned
should consider that Christi-
anity may become a casualty.
In addition, this could reflect
on the popularity of some de-
nominations.

Remember, God is watch-
ing.

W.R. Morgan
Vine Grove

y wife and I
were the only
customers in the

souvenir and gift shop,
lone shoppers during an
off-season in Daytona
Beach, Fla.

The lady at the cash
register was kind but
guarded, like the person
checking your ID at air-
port security. But some-
thing about this lady in-
trigued me: Was she shy or
resentful? Uncaring or pru-
dent? Calloused or
bruised?

Directing me to the
next aisle, she snapped,
staccato style, “Sweatshirts
and hoodies over there;
caps, next aisle.”

Her accent, which I
guessed to be Eastern
European, was heavy.

Rummaging through
the sweatshirts, I found
one I liked. “How do you

think this one fits?” I
asked, trying to draw her
into a conversation.  

“Da large, better.
Medium, too small,” she
glowered at me over her
reading glasses.

Feeling like a grade
school student who had
asked a question with an
obvious answer yet still un-
convinced of it, I was
afraid to state my disagree-
ment with her size assess-
ment.

“Where are you from?”
I cautiously queried, realiz-
ing the question was risky:
I feared she would ignore
me, refusing to reveal that

much about herself, ceas-
ing any possibility for fur-
ther conversation.

“Europe” was her blunt
response.

I plowed on: “Eastern
Europe?”

“Greece.”
“Oh, a beautiful coun-

try,” I said, smiling. “I vis-
ited there many years ago.
I loved all the historical
sites in Athens — the
Acropolis, the Pantheon.”

My tourist resume drew
no response. But I wasn’t
ready to give up, not yet.

“I studied Classical
Greek in college. In fact, I
majored in it.”

Straight faced, she con-
tinued staring right
through me as if I weren’t
there.

Unable to break the
conversation code, I finally
turned and walked away.

Three steps down the

aisle, I turned back
around.

“Someday I would like
to visit the monastery at
Mt. Athos,” I blurted.

It was like I had said
the magic word that
opened a secret door; she
now invited me in for a
visit. Grinning, she looked
directly at me: “Holy men
of God are there.”

Encouraged, I asked,
“Are you Eastern Ortho-
dox?”

“Ahh, yes, Eastern
Orthodox,” she nodded, as
if I had mentioned a close
personal friend.

“I often pray using the
comboschini of the
Orthodox faith,” I contin-
ued, pulling my prayer
rope from my pocket.

Smiling like her long
awaited dinner guest had
finally arrived to enjoy her
gyros and baklava, she

showed me her prayer
rope and then turning
around, opened a drawer
and pulled out a picture al-
bum.

“You look,” she com-
manded, opening the book
for me: “Pictures of my
home.”

She was beaming now,
pointing out photograph
after photograph of her
church, her town, its
beaches, the mountains,
the grandeur of her home-
land.

I could imagine her
carefully lifting the photo
album from the drawer
when no one was in the
store and gazing into the
pictures, slowly inhaling
the fresh air of Greece.

“You miss your home?”
The tears in her eyes

was her answer.
There is a common

thread among us, connect-

ing us to places so dissimi-
lar and so alike.
Sometimes, like travelers
on the same road, we meet
at the intersection of differ-
ent faiths, and in their di-
verse expressions we find a
commonality reminding us
of familiar beginnings, a
spiritual likeness that stays
with us on the road to new
discoveries.

Other times, we bump
into each other on the en-
trance ramp of a shared
place, a common culture,
even though on that trav-
eled, yellow bricked road,
it’s obvious we’re no
longer in Kansas anymore,
for had we stayed where
we were, never venturing
to ask Where? or Who?
We wouldn’t have noticed
the other travelers. We’re
too familiar with them in

DAVID
WHITLOCK

A public screening and subse-
quent discussion of a documen-
tary film centering on the cur-
rent state of the education pro-
fessional and its future in the
United States were held locally,
thanks in part to United Way of
Central Kentucky. It was one of
10 taking place in cities across
the commonwealth simultane-
ously on a Tuesday evening in
March and the first of its kind
for UWCK.

“American Teacher,” directed
by Academy Award winner
Vanessa Roth, follows the pro-
fessional lives and personal im-
pacts of four teachers living and
working in schools in California,
New Jersey, New York and
Texas. Based on the book
Teachers Have it Easy: The Big
Sacrifices and Small Salaries of
America’s Teachers, the docu-
mentary is part of The Teacher
Salary Project, a three-pronged
national awareness endeavor
that ties an online resource and
national outreach campaign to
the film.

The project’s purpose is to
motivate communities to under-
stand the value a top-performing
teacher brings to a student’s fu-
ture success as an adult as well
as to our nation’s ability to com-
pete in the global marketplace.

The documentary raises sev-
eral important problems that are
inherent within our national ed-
ucation system. Central prob-
lems are low compensation for
teachers compared to their edu-
cation level peer group; reten-
tion because of 46 percent of
teachers leaving the profession
within the first five years of em-

ployment; and the pending
problem of recruitment neces-
sary to fill the gap as 1.8 million
of our nation’s 3.2 million edu-
cators retire within the next
decade.

These questions aren’t new.
Administration after administra-
tion from both sides of the polit-
ical aisle and from both the na-
tional and state levels grapple
with them. And yet, answers es-
cape us on how to effectively
better pay, motivate and recog-
nize the best and brightest of ed-
ucators. If not the answers, then
at least the resolve and determi-
nation to implement them.

But these are new questions
for United Way of Central
Kentucky to contend with. The
fact that the organization joined
with others to host the film and
organize the community round
table to discuss its implications is
another pro-active example of
UWCK’s commitment to its
mission of improving quality of
life through education, income
and health.

Additional round table gath-
erings will take place in the re-
maining communities within
UWCK’s service area. With the
feedback gathered, the organiza-
tion will be equipped with a bet-
ter understanding of what might
be possible to improve working
conditions and compensation for
educators today.

Hopefully, that effort will lay
the groundwork for higher quali-
ty education for our children to-
morrow.

Understanding and conversa-
tion can’t hurt.

United Way 
stirs the pot

When travelers find each other
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