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STEVE BANKS (31) CAPTURES A REBOUND AT THE LETCHER NET during Friday night's
fast-movi- ng game between the Yellowjackets and the Eagles. Up in the air with Banks
is Whitesburg s as teammates Larry Morse (33), K. O. Holbrook (10) and
Ricky Brown (12) follow the action. Whitesburg was a close winner at 61-6- 0. (Eagle photo)

Amendments considered
As proposed amendments to

the black lung law were re-
viewed by a Senate commit-
tee in Washington last week,
figures were released showing
that this state still has one of
the highest black lung rejec-
tion rates in the country.

Unless the U. S. congress acts
to extend federal responsibil-
ity for the program, the black
lung benefits law would revert
to the states. If that happened,
coal companies would be respon-
sible for making payments to
meet the needs of disabled mi-
ners. Rep. Carl D. Perkins has
urged federal extension, as
well as liberalization of the
law. In the Senate, Sen. Vance
Hartke (D-In- and Sen. Jen-

nings Randolph (D-- Va.)
have introduced similar legis-
lation.

Among the proposed amend-
ments are:

End of the use of the x --ray
as the exclusive test for the
lung disease.

End the Social Security Ad-

ministration's practice of off-

setting black lung benefits,
whereby a miner or widow has
other sources of compensation
income reduced or eliminated
upon receipt of black lung.

Give benefits to "double or-

phans " children of dead bene

Senators
Sen. John Sherman Cooper

(R-K- y.) has joined with Sen.
Howard Baker n.) in
calling for interim federal
control of strip-mini- ng while
uniform state enforcement
standards and procedures are
established.

Cooper called for the enact-
ment of a federal-sta- te control
commission, but added that
quick federal action is required
before strip-mini- ng gets "com-
pletely out of control. " Un-

derlying Cooper's position
was the belief that it is in the

ficiary miners whose wives have
also died.

Perkins and others are particu-
larly alrmed over the situation
in Kentucky. Through last
October 22, nearly 70 per cent
of all claims were being turned
down.

Testifying before the Senate
committee, the director of
occupational health for the
United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica urged that the states not
be given black lung program
control.

Hearing held
A "people's hearing" into the

effects of strip-mini- ng was held
last weekend at Clinch Valley
College in Wise, Va. Strip-mini- ng

foes from five states
delivered testimony about their
experiences.

The event was sponsored by
the Appalachian Coalition,
partly in response to hearings
into strip-mini- ng by congression-
al committees in Washington
which, the Coalition contends,
have been stacked against "com-
mon citizens who are the most
seriously affected" by stripping.

Photos and testimony appear
on pages 8 .id 9 in this issue.

interest of coal companies
themselves to have such regu-

lation. "Unless immediate
action is taken to effectively
regulate strip-min- g, " the sen-

ator said, "those who desire to
operate surface mines will
certainly fac e the prospect of
being prohibited from opera-
tion.

Power would be given to the
Environmental Protection

and not the Interior De-

partment, under the plan of the
Kentucky and Tennessee re-

publicans. The position was
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Dr. Lor in E. Kerr noted that
thus, far only five states have
made preparations for such a
move. Kentucky is not among
them. He also was opposed to
the plan of the industry within
each state paying, stating that
too often, companies have
found it cheaper to pay for
benefits than for the work nec-

essary to rectify the factors
which make the benefits neces-
sary in the first place.

Other physicians appearing
before Sen. Randolph's commit-
teeurged that lung diseases

tnan pneumoconiosis be in-

cluded in determining miners'
eligibility for benefits. A panel
of six doctors, all of them lung
specialists, noted that the medi-
cal profession does not know
that much about the effects of
working underground on the hu-

man respiratory system. They
said that federal benefits should
be paid to any miner disabled
by shortness of breath and

work-connec- problems.
They also backed the proposed

amendment which would allow
for disability if the man was
unable to work coal mines. Cur-

rently, a man has to prove total
inability to work at any job be-

fore he can receive benefits.
Dr. Donald Rasmussen, di

(Continued on Page 3)

made in connection with the
senators' appearances before
a Senate committee consider-
ing strip -- min e legislation.

stripping "is a national dis-

aster, intoned Baker, who
added that the need for re-

lief from stripping damage as
well as under-enforcem- of
reclamation laws is "immed-
iate."

Meanwhile, Kentucky's con-

gressional delegation received
an open letter from six of their
constituents urging a ban on
mountain stripping in Appala- -

New bidding set
The Small Business Admini-

stration (SBA) plans to readver-tls- e
for bids on the former Let-

cher Manufacturing Co. Bids

received at the sale held on
Monday were too low to cover
debts which were accrued by
the now --closed operation.

R. B. Blankenship, director
of SBA's Louisville office, said
that an advertisement for sealed
bids will soon be issued. The
bids will be taken on the real
estate at the Isom site, he said.

Monday's sale was intended
to raise the sum of $510, 596.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Congressional action of a sup-

plemental appropriations bill
last week, Representative Carl
D. Perkins, D-- , worked out
the basis for restoring $3,376,-55- 4

for educationally deprived
children in Kentucky.

Allocations of Title I funds
under the Elementary and Se-

condary Education Act
announced last month by the
U. S. Office of Education gave
Kentucky $33, 755, 353 nearly

on less than was alio
cated last year.

The Title I funds, directed
toward the education of poor
children, were cut $32 -- million
nationally. Most of the cuts

Mine death
A Perry County auger mine

worker was the sixth man to
be killed on Kentucky surface
mines this year. Burnis Combs,
a pin poller, was crushed when
rocks from the highwall of the
Tar Heels Coal Co. auger job
he was working fell.

He was 50 years old, and
leaves his widow and two de-

pendent children.
Combs was the fortieth Ken-

tucky coal miner to die so far
this year. During the same
period in 1970, 43 had died,
while in 1969 the toll was 24.
Thirty-fo- ur of the deaths were
in deep mines, and the remain-
ing were on strip (4) and au-

ger operations (2).
Nine men have died so far

in the Hazard district of the
Kentucky Department of Mines
and Minerals, one of them in
Letcher County.

chia. Three Letcher Counti-ans--Har- rv

Caudtll, Whites-
burg, Joe Begley, Blackey,
and Warren Wright. Burdine--we- re

among the letter's sign-

ers. Also, Mrs. Beaie Smith of
the Appalachian Group to Save
the Land and People, natural-
ist Ray Harm, ana Save Our
Kentucky director Jim Brans-co-

joined in the appeal.
The letter said that their ef-

fort may "be the last oppor-
tunity to plead for the surviv-
al of our mountains and our
people. "

call for federal strip-min- e controls

However, the highest bid on
real estate, submitted by the
SBA, was only $55, 000. Only
one other bidfor $51,000--w- as

taken. "We have decided
to hold another sale, " Blank-

enship said. He said that a bid
of $6, 235 on office furniture,
fixtures and equipment will
stand. He said he did not recall
the name of that successful bid-

der.
According to Blankenship,

SBA's actual indebtedness to
the company is $82,000. Banks

(Continued on Page 3)

Education money restored
were directed at Kentucky and
other border and southern states.

Perkins, chairman of the
House Committee on Education
and Labor, called on the Con-

gress to restore these funds to
meet the critical problems
raised in the 15 affected states.
He read into die Congressional
Record letters and telegrams
of Kentucky school superinten-
dents pointing out the serious
situation created by the cut-
backs in his home state.

The pproprlations measure
brought to the House floor
Thursday night did not Include
funds to make up the deficien-
cy, and Perkins effort to amend
it was foreclosed by the House
rule applying to the situation.

But before debate on the
House measure was completed,
Perkins had met with Senate
Appropriations Committee
leaders and arranged for the
$32 -- million to be included in
the Senate version.

The measure must still clear a
a Senate-Hou- se conference and
the final version approved by
both houses. Perkins said he
hopes this can be done quickly.

Inaugurated
Pledging that his would be an

administration acting "in the
people's best interest, " demo-
crat Wendell Ford was inaugu-
rated as Kentucky's 49th gov- -,

emor on Tuesday.
In his inaugural address, Ford

pledged that "there is no patience
for waste--wat- te of time, tal-
ent, energy and resources."
There were few specifics in his
remarks, with the new chief
executive primarily setting
forth the general theme that
there is a need to restore the
public's faith in the integrity,
honesty and efficiency of state
government. "The job as gov-
ernor is a delicate, human
task," the Owens bo ro insurance-ma- n

said. He noted that he
faces great problems, the most
difficult of which is economy.
But he also listed a range of
such human concerns as

the problems of neglected chil-
dren, of pollution and "the
sews of hills and valleys"
and the "dilemma in educa-
tional standards. "


