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YEAR  
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SNAKE

Dancers 
with drums 
are part of 
the China 
Grand Stage, 
which will 
perform at 
the Kentucky 
Chinese 
American 
Associa-
tion’s annual 
Chinese New 
Year Celebra-
tion.
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Children rehearsed the Water Lilly dance, which they will perform at an annual Chinese New Year Celebration Saturday at the Lexington Opera House.
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See a photo 
gallery online.

The Kentucky Chinese American Associa-
tion will bring in the Year of the Snake 
at its Chinese New Year Celebration on 
Saturday at the Lexington Opera House. It’s 
a colorful spectacle featuring traditional 
Chinese entertainment.   
Article and more photos, Page B1

WASHINGTON — The 
House plans to vote Wednes-
day on a Republican proposal 
to extend the government’s 
debt ceiling for three months, 
but conservatives were wag-
ing a last-minute effort to de-
feat the bill because it would 
not force spending cuts.

The proposal from Re-
publican leaders would keep 
the $16.4 trillion ceiling in-
tact but declare that it “shall 
not apply” until mid-May, 

or about three months after 
it was passed by the Senate 
and signed into law.

The measure doesn’t seek 
spending cuts that many 
conservatives are demand-
ing, but it does have strings 
attached: House and Senate 
members would forgo pay-
checks if Congress doesn’t 
approve a budget by April 
15. That provision is de-
signed to force the Demo-
cratic-controlled Senate to 
pass a budget, something 
it hasn’t done in four years. 

CONSERVATIVES OPPOSING GOP EFFORT

House plans vote on 
debt ceiling extension

By William Douglas  
and Lesley Clark

McClatchy Newspapers
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HISTORIC DISTRICT STATUS FOR ASHLAND PARK

Lexington’s Urban County 
Council voted 11-1 at a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday night to 
designate part of the Ashland 
Park neighborhood as a his-
toric district.

“It is about protecting 
what is so special about Lex-
ington and this community 
that makes people want to 
come here,” Councilwoman 
Diane Lawless said.

A host of supporters and 
a significant contingent in 
opposition to the H-1 zoning 
overlay spoke at the hear-

ing, which lasted nearly five 
hours.

Those in opposition were 
represented by attorney 
 Steven Vicroy, who told the 
council that the designation 
was unnecessary.

“This neighborhood doesn’t 
need help preserving itself or 
growing itself as a successful 
community,” he said. “... They 
don’t trust their neighbors to 
do what the neighborhood has 
been doing for 93 years.”

He also said the “restric-
tions in this overlay zone can 
be onerous.”

But Tony Chamblin, im-

mediate past president of the 
Ashland Park Neighborhood 
Association, told the coun-
cil that the designation was 
necessary to keep parts of 
the neighborhood from being 
replaced by commercial build-
ings or apartments. 

As an example, he held up 
a picture of a grand Victorian 
home that once stood at the 
corner of South Ashland Av-
enue and East Main Street. A 
produce market fills the spot 
now.

“We decided to pursue a 
proactive course rather than 
wait until the horse got out 
of the stall,” Chamblin said of 
the association’s support for 

the overlay.
The Ashland Park neigh-

borhood, which was originally 
part of Henry Clay’s 600-acre 
farm, has been on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places 
since 1986.

Its streets and lots were 
laid out by the renowned 
landscaping firm Olmsted 
Brothers of Brookline, Mass., 
which was hired in 1908 to 
design the neighborhood.

The designation by the city 
as a historic district means 
property owners will have to 
go before the Board of Archi-
tectural Review before tearing 

HEARING LASTS NEARLY 5 HOURS

Council votes 11-1 to approve zoning overlay
By Karla Ward

kward1@herald-leader.com

FRANKFORT — Many of 
Kentucky’s Tea Party leaders 
are plotting a strategy to de-
feat U.S. Sen. Mitch McCon-
nell in the 2014 Republican 
primary, a spokesman for a 
group calling itself the Unit-
ed Kentucky Tea Party said 
Tuesday.

Tea Party 
groups in the 
state are so 
dissat is f ied 
with McCon-
nell that “we 
are working 
on a battle 
plan with the 
ultimate goal 
to retire him 
next year,” 
said John T. 
Kemper III of 
Lexington, a spokesman for 
the group.

Kemper’s comment came 
a day after the group, which 
describes itself as a roundta-
ble of leaders from more than 
a dozen Tea Party groups in 
Kentucky, issued a news re-
lease warning McConnell that 
“we will not allow our mes-
sage or movement to be co-
opted for political purposes.”

Kemper, a developer who 

SUPER PAC MIGHT 
JOIN OUSTER EFFORT

By Jack Brammer
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

Tea Party 
groups plot 

defeat of 
McConnell

See TEA PARTY, A2

Mitch McCon-
nell will try to 
earn a sixth 
term in the 

Senate in 2014. 
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Why do you need
a family doctor?
Of course your primary care doctor treats you
when you’re sick, but your doctor is also never
shy about giving advice on staying healthy and
providing preventive services such as tests,
screenings, and immunizations.

SIMPLY, YOUR DOCTOR IS HERE FOR YOU, 24/7.

Call our physician referral service and our
experts can help find the best doctor for
you and your family.
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