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Morning Briefing

GIL THORP | NEAL RUBIN AND ROD WHIGHAM

FOOTBALL
Bama’s crystal ball shattered

The crystal football Alabama won
for beating LSU in the BCS champion-
ship game in January was shattered on
A-Day when it was accidentally
knocked off a display by the father of a
current player.

Athletic department spokesman
Jeff Purinton said the Waterford Crys-
tal trophy, valued at $30,000, was on dis-
play in the Mal Moore Athletic Facility
as part of the festivities for the Crimson
Tide’s spring football game Saturday in
Tuscaloosa, Ala. He says the man stum-
bled on a rug that was under the trophy
display.

PSU president subpoenaed
Penn State confirms that school

President Rodney Erickson has been
subpoenaed to testify regarding the in-
vestigation into former assistant foot-
ball coach Jerry Sandusky.

University spokeswoman Lisa Pow-
ers said Monday that Erickson received
the grand jury subpoena last week and
plans to “fully cooperate and answer all
questions truthfully.”

Texas prosecutor seeks to
revoke Leaf’s probation

The Texas prosecutor who brokered
a plea deal with former NFL quarter-
back Ryan Leaf has filed a motion to re-
voke his probation and will press for
prison time.

Randall County district attorney
James Farren said Monday that his mo-
tion probably will be amended as he
gets details about Leaf’s latest legal
problem. Leaf faces four felonies in
Montana after allegedly breaking into a
home to steal prescription painkillers,
then robbing a second home after being
released from jail.

BASKETBALL
Ex-Gator Schintzius dies at 43

Former University of Florida bas-
ketball star Dwayne Schintzius, who
also played in the NBA, died after a two-
year battle against cancer. He was 43.

Relatives say Schintzius died Sun-
day at a Tampa hospital following com-
plications from a failed bone marrow
transplant. Schintzius began treatment
for leukemia in 2010.

The 7-foot-2 center played for the
Gators from 1987-90, helping Florida to
its first three NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances. He is Florida’s sixth-highest
scorer with 1,624 points.

Weatherspoon leaving OSU
Sophomore forward J.D. Weather-

spoon has notified Ohio State that he
will seek a transfer and leave the Buck-
eyes.

Weatherspoon, a high school team-
mate of NBA-bound former Buckeye
Jared Sullinger and Michigan point
guard Trey Burke, played in 25 games
last season and averaged 3.0 points and
1.4 rebounds.

GOLF
House to honor Nicklaus with
Congressional Gold Medal

The House has voted to bestow the
Congressional Gold Medal on golfing
great Jack Nicklaus.

Nicklaus was cited for his golfing
achievements, including a record 18
major championships, and his humani-
tarian work. Nicklaus heads the Nick-
laus Children’s Health Care Foundation
and has raised more than $12 million to
support pediatric health services.

WEIGHTLIFTING
Mendes banned for HGH use

Olympic weightlifting hopeful Pat
Mendes has been suspended for two
years after testing positive for human
growth hormone.

Mendes, the top-ranked American in
the over-105-kilogram weight class, ad-
mitted he used HGH after it showed up
in two samples tested at an accredited
lab in Utah, the U.S. Anti-Doping Agen-
cy said in a news release Monday.

AUTO RACING
Ford 1st to supply all-electric
car as NASCAR pace car

Ford Motor Company will become
the first manufacturer in NASCAR his-
tory to supply an all-electric car as the
pace car.

The new Focus Electric will lead the
field at the April 28 Sprint Cup Series
race at Richmond.

Mark Fields of Ford says research
shows many Americans would consider
an electric car if they understood the
technology. Using the Focus Electric as
pace car gives Ford a chance to educate
consumers about the vehicle.

FIGURE SKATING
Vonn pays off $1.7M in taxes

Olympic gold medalist Lindsey Vonn
announced through her Facebook page
that she has paid the more than $1.7 mil-
lion she owed in back taxes.

According to public records ob-
tained through the Elko County record-
er’s office in Nevada, the IRS hit the
reigning overall World Cup champion
and her estranged husband with a tax
lien earlier this month.

DIGEST
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

Colleges Reds Bats Keeneland

TUE
17

Baseball
U of L at IU, 3
Cincinnati
at UK, 6:30

at St. Louis
8:15 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:35 p.m.

WED
18

Softball
USF at U of L
4 p.m. (DH)
ESPNU

at St. Louis
8:15 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:35 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

THU
19

at St. Louis
1:45 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:35 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

FRI
20

W-lacrosse
Syracuse
at U of L
5 p.m.

Baseball
LSU at UK
6:30 p.m.

at Cubs
2:20 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:30 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

SAT
21

Football
UK Blue-
White
Game, 6

at Cubs
1:05 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Indianapolis
2:05 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

SUN
22

W-Lacrosse
UConn at
U of L
11 a.m.

Baseball
LSU at UK
1 p.m.

at Cubs
2:20 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Indianapolis
2:05 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

MON
23

Indianapolis
6:35 p.m.

TODAY ON TV
European Champions League soccer
2:30 p.m. Real Madrid at Bayern Munich Fox Soccer

Pro baseball
7 p.m. Texas at Boston or

Minnesota at N.Y. Yankees
MLB Network

Insight-536/537
8 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis Fox Ohio
10 p.m. Philadelphia at San Francisco

or Cleveland at Seattle
MLB Network

Insight-536/537

NHL playoffs
7:30 p.m. Nashville at Detroit Fox South, NBC SN
9 p.m. Phoenix at Chicago CNBC

Pro basketball
8 p.m. Boston at New York TNT
10:30 p.m. San Antonio at L.A. Lakers TNT

TODAY ON RADIO
College baseball
6:30 p.m. Cincinnati at Kentucky WKJK-1080

Pro baseball
6:35 p.m. Toledo at Louisville WKRD-790
8 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis WHBE-680, WSLM-1220

WEDNESDAY ON TV

European Champions League soccer
2:30 p.m. Barcelona at Chelsea FX (Insight-28)

College softball
4 p.m. South Florida at Louisville ESPNU
6:30 p.m. South Florida at Louisville ESPNU

Golf
6:30 p.m. LPGA: Lotte Championship Golf

Pro baseball
7 p.m. Texas at Boston ESPN2
7 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Florida WGN
8 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis Fox Ohio

College baseball
7 p.m. Cincinnati at Ohio State Big Ten

NHL playoffs
7:30 p.m. N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa CNBC
7:30 p.m. Pittsburgh at Philadelphia NBC SN
10 p.m. Vancouver at Los Angeles NBC SN

Pro basketball
8 p.m. Orlando at Boston ESPN
10:30 p.m. L.A. Lakers at Golden State ESPN

CONCACAF Champions League soccer
10 p.m. Santos at Monterrey Fox Soccer

SEVEN-DAY PLANNER

Manual High School senior
guard LeAsia Wright committed to
Western Kentucky on Monday.

The 5-foot-8 Wright averaged
9.7 points, 3.4 rebounds, 2.5 steals
and 2.4 assists a game for the Lady
Crimsons, who won the Kentucky
state title.

“I think it's a fantastic fit,” Man-
ual coach Stacy Pendleton said.
“With the new staff and new enthu-
siasm, to be able to bring in a guard
that will be able to help them right
away is a great pickup. I'm happy
for them and for (Wright).”

Wright said new WKU coach
Michelle Clark-Heard, a former
Louisville assistant coach, was a
“big reason” she picked the Lady
Toppers.

“I liked her and what she had to
say,” Wright said. “It's going to be
up-and-down and a lot of defensive
pressure just like Manual. They
needed a point guard who can come
in and will get a chance to play.”

» InmantocoachatTSU: Larry
Joe Inman, former head women’s
coach at Eastern Kentucky (1988-
2008) and Middle Tennessee State
(1978-86), has been named to the
same position at Tennessee State.

He most recently was head
coach at Lebanon High School just
east of Nashville, Tenn He suc-
ceeds Tracee Wells, who was fired
in March after seven years as head
coach.

Rifle
University of Kentucky sopho-

more Emily Holsopple fired a two-

day total of 785 to win the silver
medal in women’s air rifle at the
USA Shooting Junior Olympics
held last weekend in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

Holsopple, 20, led UK to its sec-
ond consecutive Great American
Rifle Conference regular-season
championship, with UK finishing
second at the NCAA Champion-
ships. Holsopple helped UK win its
first NCAA Championship in 2010-
11, when Kentucky set an NCAA
record with a 4,700 team score.

Men’s golf
Northern Kentucky boosted its

lead over to 13 shots after 36 holes
at the Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence Championship at the Country
Club of Paducah (Ky.).

NKU was at 42-over-par 618,
with Indianapolis at 631, Rockhurst
at 634 and Bellarmine at 637 to top
the 14-team field. The third round
was played later Monday; the top
four team finishers will compete in
a match-play tournament today to
determine the GLVC champion.

NKU’s Corey Richmond was the
individual leader at 77-74—151.
Bryan Ratterman paced Bellar-
mine with an 80-78—158, tied for
13th place.

Bluegrass State Games
Online registration for this

summer’s Bluegrass State Games,
presented by Subway, is now open.
Registration is also available by
mailing entry forms with payment
to the BGSG offices. For registra-
tion and more information, log on
to www.bgsg.org.

AROUND KENTUCKIANA

Manual’s L. Wright
all right with Toppers
From special dispatches

SOFTBALL
University of Louisville

junior Alicja Wolny (El Dora-
do Hills, Calif.) was named Big
East Player
of the
Week, and
Louisville
senior Tori
Collins
(Lafayette,
Ind.) was
named
Pitcher of
the Week
after the Cards went 5-0.

Wolny hit .692 with eight
RBIs, two doubles, a home run
and four runs scored and is
hitting .395 for the season.

Collins (18-1) did not allow a
run in 21.0 innings and tossed
two no-hitters and three
complete-game shutouts to
earn three wins and a save.
She has a 1.11 ERA for the
season.

» Kentucky sophomore
Lauren Cumbess (Normal, Ill.)

was named Southeastern
Conference Pitcher of the
Week. She threw a no-hitter
against No. 10 Georgia and

also batted
.471 in five
games.

» George-
town’s
Michelle
Dressel-
haus (South
Oldham)
was named
Mid-South

Conference Pitcher of the
Week. Dresselhaus (14-5) won
three times last week, in-
cluding a pair of shutouts.

BASEBALL
Louisville freshman Jared

Ruxer (Indianapolis) was
named Big East Pitcher of the
Week for throwing six shutout
innings, allowing three hits, in
a 12-0 victory at Kentucky.
Ruxer (5-0) has a 1.98 ERA.

— From special dispatches

KENTUCKIANA SPOTLIGHT

Wolny Collins

The four former NFL players
who sued the league on Monday in
a state court in Atlanta could be
leading a wave of new lawsuits that
cite the New Orleans Saints’ boun-
ty system for hard hits as evidence
that pro football didn’t properly
protect its players from concus-
sions.

Legal experts and trial attor-
neys say they expect more com-
plaints against the NFL to point to
the Saints’ scandal after the ex-
players filed suit contending the
bounty system was another exam-
ple that the league “explicitly re-
lied on violence” and neglected to
educate players on the dangers of
concussions.

The claims give the new lawsuit
an “added vitality” if attorneys can
use it to bolster the idea that there’s
activity in the sport that goes be-
yond the typical violence associat-
ed with pro football, said Paul Haa-
gen, co-director of the Center for
Sports Law and Policy at Duke Uni-
versity.

The NFL’s investigation found
that former Saints defensive coor-
dinator Gregg Williams offered
thousands of dollars in cash
payouts for violent hits over the
past three seasons, including when
the team won the Super Bowl.

And while the four players
named in the lawsuit don’t claim to
be victims of the scheme, they say
it is indicative of a culture that has
left them and other ex-players with
debilitating conditions.

“There is nothing new or unique
about what Gregg Williams said.
Although the NFL has now pun-
ished Williams and the Saints, for
almost its entire history the NFL
glorified violent hits,” said the
complaint. “It encouraged its play-
ers to think of themselves as gladi-
ators. But, along the way, the NFL
failed to educate its players about
the consequences of such a win-at-

all costs mentality.”
The lawsuit was filed on behalf

of former players Myron Guyton,
Lomas Brown, Jessie Small and
Willie Whitehead. Guyton and
Small played at Eastern Kentucky
University in the 1980s.

Other news
» Giants: Quarterback Eli Man-

ning will be the host for Saturday
Night Live on May 5. His brother,
Peyton Manning, hosted the show
in 2007.

» The Giants signed former
New England Patriots and Eastern
Kentucky University defensive
back Antwaun Molden.

» Saints: New Orleans re-
signed wide receiver Courtney Ro-
by, an Indiana University product,
to a one-year contract.

» Broncos: Brandon Stokley,
who made one of the most famous
catches in Broncos history, is re-
turning to Denver to play with old
friend Peyton Manning. Stokley
signed a one-year deal with the
Broncos on Monday. He played
with Manning in Indianapolis from
2003-06.

NFL NOTEBOOK

League might face
wave of lawsuits
Associated Press

Former New York Giants tackle
Lomas Brown, right, is one of four
former players filing suit against
the NFL. DAVE OXFORD/AP
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