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“The days are gone forever when our enemies
could blackmail us with nuclear bombs.”

KIM JONG UN, North Korea’s “supreme leader,” during a display of
military might, without mentioning the country’s rocket failure last week

NICK ANDERSON, THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE

D o you find Ashley Judd’s
face puffy?” I ask my
husband during break-

fast. He lowers the paper and
looks at me as if I’ve just spoken
to him in Burmese. He chooses
his words carefully, as one
might answer a CIA agent or
cast member from “The Bor-
gias.”

“Who is Ashley Judd and ex-
actly what do you mean by
‘puffy’?”

If you’re not my husband,
you probably know that film
and television star — and politi-
cal activist — Ashley Judd has
recently spoken out about “the
objectification of girls and
women and this hypersexuali-
zation of our society that in-
vites” criticism of women’s
looks. OK, so it’s not exactly the
most quotable line, but we un-
derstand what she means.

What Judd means is that she
got fed up with media outlets
decrying the fact that she ap-
peared, according to People
magazine, “bloated” and
“puffy” when she made the pub-
licity rounds to promote her
new work.

To illustrate their point, Peo-
ple juxtaposed photographs of
Judd from 2006 and 2012, as if
the years between age 37 and
age 43 should have no effect on
a person. Yeah, right. As stand-
up comic Bobcat Goldthwait
might say, “You don’t look the
same, either.”

Think about the differences
the rest of us, defined as “those
of us who were not born gor-
geous,” experienced between
37 and 43. (If you were born gor-
geous, please skip the next sec-
tion.)

It’s during precisely those
six years that both men and
women leave the illusion of
youth and enter the reality of
adult bodyhood. Eyelids thick-
en. Earlobes droop. Either you
start to get dewlaps under your
chin (if you’re a little chubby) or
you get turkey neck (if you’re a
little skinny). Scarves become
increasingly popular gifts for
both sexes between 37 and 43.

In men, ear hairs sprout.
They start looking like Chia
Pets. Don’t even talk about their
noses. Their once bright eyes
get a little pink around the rims.
They produce copious phlegm. I
bet even George Clooney pro-
duces copious phlegm these
days. (Not that any of us would
care; I’m just saying.)

On women, chin hairs sprout.
On highways all over the world,
elegant women driving Porsch-
es are seen attempting to pluck,
with desperation and with their
manicured fingertips if neces-
sary, the one stray hair they can
see in the rearview mirror
while attempting to steer their
luxury vehicles.

And Ashley Judd? She looks

great, not that she’s asking for
your approval, by the way. She’s
got other things to do. Unlike
Nora Ephron, Judd doesn’t feel
bad about her neck. What Judd
feels bad about is sexual vio-
lence in the Congo. She’s been a
global ambassador for Youth-
AIDS, a prevention program
under Population Services In-
ternational, and a member of its
board of directors since 2004.
She’s on the Leadership Council
of the International Center for
Research on Women. Like a lot
of women, she went back to
school during those crucial
years of 37 to 43 and earned a
graduate degree. Hers is a mas-
ter’s in public administration
from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Har-
vard.

And still there’s the Huffing-
ton Post video titled “Ashley
Defends Her Puffy Face.” Can
you blame her for getting riled
up?

Her response — including an
essay in The Daily Beast and
several big-time television ap-
pearances — is similar to the
impulse certain women have to
shout back when remarks are
tossed at them by people on the
street. It’s a big moment in the
life of every girl when she real-
izes she doesn’t have to accept
the shame of simply walking in
silence through the haze of sly
humiliation but can use her
voice (or an appropriate digit if
in a hurry) to register her status
as person and not an object.

Actors call it “breaking the
fourth wall” when they address
the audience directly and ac-
knowledge that the world of the
theater is an illusion. Judd did
exactly that, exposing the illu-
sion of constant youth, fixed
beauty and timelessness for
what it is: a dazzling, inviting
lie. She dared to show us both
vulnerability and strength by
admitting that she was hurt as
well as angered by the swipe of
the media’s paw.

Good for her.

Gina Barreca is an English profes-
sor at the University of Connecti-
cut, a feminist scholar who has
written eight books, and a col-
umnist for the Hartford Courant.
She can be reached through her
website at www.ginabarreca.com.

‘Puffy face’ talk is
cause to get angry
By Gina Barreca
The Hartford Courant

Kentucky’s Ashley Judd stars in
the new TV show “Missing.” AP

On Wednesday, the Supreme
Court of Kentucky will hear oral
arguments on the Kentucky stat-
ute, KRS 159.070 “Enrollment
permitted in school nearest
home: “... Within the appropriate
school district attendance area,
parents or legal guardians shall
be permitted to enroll their chil-
dren in the public school nearest
their home.”

This simple and common
sense law has generated a great
deal of controversy, especially
between parents and the Jeffer-
son County Public Schools (JCPS)
and its Board of Education.

JCPS is insisting that just be-
cause a child can enroll in a par-
ticular school, JCPS does not
have to let that child attend that
school.

Parents have argued against
the long bus rides their children,
especially young elementary stu-
dents, have to endure every
school day, the increasing num-
ber of low-performing schools
that their children are forced to
go to, and the high property taxes
(over a billion dollars in the last
decade) that fund those long bus
rides and broken schools. “Why
has not that tax money gone to
better the education for all chil-
dren,” the parents ask.

JCPS along with various local
community groups like the
League of Women Voters (which
do not have children in these low-
performing JCPS schools), and
the editorial section of this news-
paper, The Courier-Journal,
which also does not have children
in any low-performing JCPS
schools, are blindly championing
a cause that officially died 12
years ago. In 2000, Federal Judge
John Heyburn removed a 1976
federal desegregation order, cit-
ing that there were “no vestiges
of segregation” left in the Jeffer-
son County school system.

After 2007, when the Supreme
Court of the United States reject-
ed any student assignment plan
based on race, all JCPS did was
the change the wording from
“race” to “socio-economic,”
which is simply a proxy for race.
JCPS just traded the definition of
slavery to a plantation mentality
on education, designed to keep
the African American population
“in their place.”

With nonsensical fighting
words like “resegregation,” all
that JCPS, The Courier-Journal
and these community groups
have done is to perpetuate a false
stereotype that if a school has
more African-American stu-

dents, that school can only be a
failing school and that the people
in this metropolitan city of ours
are only categorized as Black and
Others. (JCPS’ classification of
students.)

Today diversity is an integral
part of our lives with America be-
ing one of the most diverse soci-
eties in this world. Of course,
more blacks and women need to
be CEOs, and Augusta National
Golf Club needs to admit women.
But the difference now, versus a
generation or two ago, is that we
are questioning with abhorrence
this lack of minorities and women
in high-level positions.

For all the billions of our local

tax dollars, the hours long bus
rides and disengaged parents
who cannot support their chil-
dren’s schools because the
schools are too far away, JCPS
still cannot justify why the better
schools have the lowest percent
of “non-resides” African Ameri-
cans.

Eighty-six percent of our Afri-
can-American students will not
graduate from a four-year col-
lege. The dropout rate has con-
tinued and spiraled out of control.
The in-school suspensions re-
main disproportionate. The
achievement gap of 25 percent to
40 percent has continued unabat-
ed.

Add to this, the epidemic rise
of bullying in JCPS and the nearly
daily school bus accidents, and
parents are demanding to know
how much more will our children
have to suffer.

Louisville has evolved in ac-
cepting all races and ethnic back-
grounds. It is about time for JCPS
to do likewise and remove their
imposed barriers in order to help
all the children in this communi-
ty.

TED GORDON
Louisville 40202

Mr. Gordon is one of three at-
torneys who will argue this case
before the Kentucky Supreme
Court on Wednesday. — Editor.

Time for Jefferson County schools to drop assignment plan

thorities take a second look at the
circumstances of this tragic en-
counter, Martin’s champions will
have to be patient as the judicial
process unfolds. An arrest has
been made, charges have been
filed and, unless Zimmerman
pleads guilty or a judge dismisses
the charges before trial, both
sides will have their day in court.

That trial will resolve Zim-
merman’s legal guilt or inno-
cence to the satisfaction of a jury,
even if the verdict is unaccept-
able to some members of the pub-
lic — as are many outcomes of po-
litically freighted trials. It may
include testimony from witness-
es as well as whatever forensic
evidence the prosecution has ad-
duced, about which we can now
only speculate. And it may shed
light on whether Florida’s “stand
your ground” law provides defen-
dants with an unfair advantage in
homicide prosecutions. All in all,
we hope it will render a fairer
verdict than the often unruly
court of public opinion.

The following editorial ap-
peared in the Los Angeles Times
on Friday:

I n announcing that she was
charging George Zimmerman
with second-degree murder in

the death of Trayvon Martin, spe-
cial prosecutor Angela B. Corey
insisted that “we do not prosecute
by public pressure or by pet-
ition.” That’s an important assur-
ance; the government shouldn’t
bring a case except when allega-
tions are backed up by facts and
evidence.

On the other hand, Corey
wouldn’t even have been in a posi-
tion to assess the case against the
neighborhood watch volunteer
had there not been a public out-
cry about his release the night of
the killing after what looked like
a slipshod police investigation. It
wasn’t “mob justice” for Martin’s
family or the activists who came
to their aid to insist on further ex-
amination of an incident in which
an unarmed 17-year-old was
killed by a private citizen who re-
ported sighting a “suspicious
guy” and apparently disregarded
a dispatcher’s advice not to fol-
low him.

Now, however, the cause of
“justice for Trayvon” has become
a case. In court, public sentiment
must be subordinated to the rules
of evidence and prosecutors
must convince a jury that the de-
fendant is guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt. Guided by that stan-
dard, jurors will weigh the prose-
cution’s version of events (which
is still to be fleshed out) against
Zimmerman’s insistence that he
shot Martin in self-defense. Hav-
ing rightly demanded that au-

It’s unrealistic to expect that
the filing of charges will silence
all those in the blogosphere and
elsewhere who claim certitude
about exactly what happened the
night of Feb. 26 in Sanford, Fla.
Some of them are influenced by
racial bigotry or political agen-
das, and they may be immune to
pleas for patience or appeals to
the reality that the improbable
sometimes is true. The prospect
of a trial most likely won’t re-
strain those who have littered the
Internet with supposed evidence
of Martin’s bad character (such
as irrelevant infractions at
school) or satisfy those who tell
anyone who will listen that it’s ob-
vious Zimmerman wouldn’t have
found a white youth in a hoodie
suspicious. But as the judicial
process gets under way, perhaps
those closest to the case may feel
it less necessary to offer dueling
and speculative accounts of what
happened in the still-obscure mo-
ments when two men clashed and
one took the life of another.

In Fla., time to set aside
court of public opinion

George Zimmerman is charged with second-degree murder in the Feb.
26 shooting death of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin in Sanford, Fla. GARY W.

GREEN/AP
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