
COMMUNITYTUESDAY
APRIL 17, 2012A6

KYEDITORIALS

T hose who favor locating a
new Veterans Admini-
stration hospital on an

undevelopedsiteoff theWatter-
son Expressway do not get the
point. The main issue isn’t about
traffic congestion, although
that is a great concern, particu-
larly for the densely populated
suburbs that are nearby. Nor is
it popularity of the site with vet-
erans. If that were the deciding
factor, the hospital would stay
where it is off Zorn Avenue at
Interstate 71.

The issue is which site best
suits the needs of veterans and
the community as a whole.
There is no question as to the an-
swer: It’s downtown in the med-
ical center adjacent to the Uni-
versity of Louisville Health Sci-
ences Campus, University Hos-
pital, Norton’s and Kosair
Children’s Hospitals and Jew-
ish Hospital.

However, the skids seem
fully greased to build the hospi-
tal on the 36-acre Midlands
property, which is owned by a
company headed by developer
Jonathan Blue. For years the
downtown site had been fa-
vored by everyone, with former
Mayor Jerry Abramson leading
the charge and the University
of Louisville in agreement. Be-
ing downtown would offer vet-
erans access to the very latest
research and medical care,
practiced in the medical center
setting. That site is just east of
the expanding health campus,
the Liberty Green residential
development and the bustling
NuLu district on Market Street.

But in 2010 the VA seemed to
change directions and solicited
proposals for cheaper suburban
sites with at least 25 acres of un-
developed land. Veterans con-
tinued to complain about the
downtown location, and their
voices were heard.

The downtown site probably
would have been quite different
from what the veterans imag-
ined. Ample parking would
have been a part of the project.
And the neighborhood in which
it is being built, although blight-
ed in the past, is changing rap-
idly. In many ways, including
accessibility to all segments of
the region and centrality for
mass transit, it is a far better
site.

What is more, by choosing
the Holiday Manor area site, the
federal government will be con-

tributing to suburban sprawl in
an aggressive way. As it is the
area under consideration is a
traffic mess. Adding this hospi-
tal would no doubt create anoth-
er DuPont Square. One of those
is more than enough.

For his part, Mr. Blue has
done nothing wrong. He respon-
ded to a request for proposals
that the VA issued and his prop-
erty was listed as the most ad-
vantageous, in part because it is
undeveloped and would require
no eminent domain in the way
the downtown site would. The
blame should be directed to-
ward the VA and the Obama ad-
ministration.

Time for changing the deci-
sion is nearly up. The VA wants
to settle the site and begin work
this summer. So it’s action time.

A forum is scheduled
Wednesday evening at which
time citizens can express their
concerns about the favored site
location. We hope that not only
representatives of the neigh-
borhood show up for that event
but also other interested par-
ties, including officials of U of
L, other downtown stakehold-
ers like Greater Louisville Inc.,
the mayor’s office and the
Downtown Development Corp.
(If the Mayor doesn’t send any-
one, Lt. Gov. Abramson should
be there. He makes the case for
the downtown hospital better
than anyone.)

The Department of Veterans
Affairs is about to make a disas-
trous decision for this commu-
nity without much outcry. For
these parties to remain all but
silent is a disgrace.

Forum for comments
» What: Public meeting on

the VA’s plan for new hospital at
Brownsboro Road and the Wat-
terson Expressway

» When: 6-8 p.m. Wednesday
» Where: Kammerer Middle

School, 7315 Wesboro Road
» Who: Wayne Pfeffer, di-

rector of VA Medical Center on
Zorn Avenue, officials with the
VA’s real property division in
Washington D.C., consultants
TTL Associates Inc.

» Format: The public may
make comments through testi-
mony or in writing on a draft
programmatic environmental
assessment that looks at the
Brownsboro Road and other
sites.

It’s action time
on VA hospital site

The Robley Rex Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center is
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K entuckians can be forgiv-
en if they conclude that the
latest Frankfort fiasco fea-

turing Gov. Steve Beshear, Sen-
ate President David Williams and
Speaker of the House Greg Stum-
bo is a publicity stunt to promote
the new “The Three Stooges”
movie that opened last Friday.

The leadership trio that began
the 2012 regular legislative ses-
sion by producing a blatantly par-
tisan and unconstitutional redis-
tricting plan concluded that ses-
sion with a puerile personal spat
that prevented passage of a
transportation budget and a pain
pill bill.

This state’s citizens have been
poked in the eye, hit on the head
and slapped silly so many times
by this triumvirate that it really
is not funny anymore. How long
will we put up with this slapstick
act? Unfortunately, we are stuck
with Beshear for a while, but
prompt change is possible, and
indeed essential, with the other
two.

Beshear’s motives in bringing

on the end-of-ses-
sion breakdown
are patently polit-
ical and perfectly
transparent. His
strategy is to fo-
cus maximum at-
tention on the un-
popular Williams
in hopes of oust-
ing the Burkes-
ville Republican
from the Senate

presidency. By doing so, Beshear
believes, he can complete his
quest for the Holy Grail of ex-
panded gambling.

The Governor’s call for a spe-
cial session that will probably
cost taxpayers at least $300,000 is
without doubt one of the shabbi-
est, sorriest and most unworthy
state papers in Kentucky politi-
cal history. In vintage Beshear
fashion, the Governor accepts no
responsibility for his own leader-
ship failures and instead fills the
proclamation with empty rheto-
ric, excuses and inappropriate
personal attacks on Williams.

There is, however, a method in
Beshear’s mendacity. The Demo-
crat hopes to hang the albatross
of Williams around the necks of
Republican senators and Senate
hopefuls who are up for election
this fall. If they fear being linked
too closely to the unpopular Re-
publican leader, the Governor’s
thinking goes, perhaps they will
finally force Williams out of his
post.

The Governor has tried and
failed in other such anti-Williams
gambits, but Senate Republicans
deserve what he is trying to do to
them. They had the chance to
change leadership after Beshear
“whooped” Williams by almost 21
percentage points in the 2011 gu-
bernatorial election. For what-
ever reason — fear, loyalty or just
plain lack of political skill — the
Senate GOP stuck with Williams.
Now they must ride out this con-
frontation with him as the party’s
face and voice.

There is admittedly an aspect
of Greek tragedy to Williams’ sit-
uation. He is, after all, right on

most matters of policy. And un-
like Beshear and the Democrats,
he has a smart reform agenda for
a better Kentucky. But the bitter
and often abusive Williams has
made many more enemies than
friends along his path to power,
even among his fellow Republi-
cans. The press has, of course, de-
monized him beyond rehabilita-
tion.

Despite being a rascal in his
own right, the wily Stumbo rules
over the House relatively free
from the kind of critical media
scrutiny that has mortally
wounded Williams. Stumbo does
his dirty work with a smile, a
wink and a folksy anecdote that
disarms critics and turns his lis-
teners into his co-conspirators.

House Republicans have been
in the minority so long that they
sometimes display symptoms of
Stockholm Syndrome toward
their Democratic captors. The
GOP needs a net gain of 10 seats
to change that this fall. It is pos-
sible, but even if Republicans do
take the House if Williams is still

in charge in the Senate he will
fight with them every bit as bit-
terly as he now does the Demo-
crats.

Voters should still give Repub-
licans a chance to run the lower
chamber. It is impossible to imag-
ine how things could get any
worse. The electorate should also
demand a leadership change in
the Senate as a condition for sup-
porting any Republican candi-
date there.

As for Beshear, a single stooge
cannot do nearly as much dam-
age as three of them can. But vot-
ers must beware of any plan for
2015 to substitute Lt. Gov. Jerry
Abramson for Beshear. That
would just be replacing Curly
with Shemp.

John David Dyche is a Louisville
attorney who writes a political
column on alternating Tuesdays in
Forum. His views are his own, not
those of the law firm in which he
practices. Read him online at
www.courier-journal.com; email:
jddyche@yahoo.com.
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Death and taxes
As a father, teacher and bike

commuter, I thank you for your
Forum Flash down arrow on
death and taxes, but I ask that you
not encourage driving while
shuffling nor driving at all for
that matter. Let’s all put the down
arrow on death and taxes. Let me
explain so that even Rush Lim-
baugh can understand it.

On a personal level, I’ve now
been hit twice by drivers of cars,
and neither driver paid compen-
sation for my crumpled but sub-
sidy-free mode of transportation,
even after oaths of contrition. I’m
leery of the third time, looking
over my shoulder much more
now.

On a national and interna-
tional level, let us all acknowl-
edge that the overuse of automo-
biles is a major cause of all of the
following: automobile subsidies
(cash for clunkers, roads and
bridges, auto bailout, ethanol),
more health care spending (asth-
ma, obesity, diabetes, depression,
insomnia, trauma/injuries), more
military spending (Persian Gulf),

climate change (it’s real; Rush’s
scientific knowledge is not), en-
vironmental degradation, ex-
treme weather events, petrol dic-
tators.

As Earth Day approaches,
consider what kind of steward
you are, what kind of legacy your
petroleum-rich lifestyle is leav-
ing for our children. Park the car,
walk or bike. Combine trips,
move into town, stop complaining
about high gas prices and prac-
tice abstinence. Stop mowing a
huge show-off plot of insanity ev-
ery week. Stop shuffling and
drinking and texting and killing
and consuming while driving.
Share the road.

Down with death and taxes.
Up with subsidy-free, human-
powered locomotion.

STEVE A. PLASSE
Crothersville, Ind. 47229

Clowns in Frankfort
I recently saw a splendid per-

formance of Stephen Sondheim’s
“A Little Night Music,” whose
signature song is “Send In the
Clowns.” Well, we live in Ken-
tucky and they are already in
Frankfort. I find fault with both
sides of the aisle as a citizen of
the commonwealth who finds
that $60,000-plus per day for a
special session objectionable.
(You mean we PAY these peo-
ple?) I can recall some political
figure whining about staying up
until 3 a.m. They would not have
to do so had they done any work
earlier in the session. I do find
fault with both, but, as usual, Da-
vid Williams is egregious in ev-
ery way. How embarrassing!

JOHN FISCHER
Professor of Classics Emeritus

Wabash College
Louisville 40205

Watergate revisited
I was amused by your Sunday

Forum article, “How would Wa-
tergate be covered today?”

The answer would depend if it
were to happen with a Republi-
can president or a Democratic
president. If it were a Republican
president, all forms of ethical
and unethical reporting would be
used including daily cartoons de-
picting the crime and cover-up. If
it happened with the Obama pre-
sidency, the mainstream news,
including The Courier-Journal,
would not only not report it, they
would help to cover it up by ignor-
ing the story. Am I wrong here?

Watergate did not start out as
a presidential cover-up. It started
as a simple break-in and grew
into a presidential cover-up
through investigative reporting
by two reporters that were deter-
mined to get to the truth. Does the
truth only matter when the right
party is in office? Has Fast and
Furious been investigated? How
about Solyndra, or the numerous
other stories that could involve
White House approval?

My only request is that the
mainstream media investigate
and report the facts without bias
or opinion. Let the people and the
courts then decide and hold their
elected officials accountable.

JOHN MILLER
Louisville 40241

Goodbye, Point Taken
One of my Sunday pleasures is

reading Point Taken. With dis-
may I read Sunday morning that
this will be the last. Thank you to
the Forum Fellows who have
shared their beliefs and lives
with us for the past five years.
Their insights will be missed by
many.

JOHANNA CAMPBELL
Louisville 40205

Hello, ‘fresh view’
Congratulations to Ms. Platt

and Ms. Yetter on their new posi-
tions within The C-J. It will be in-
teresting to see what changes
might occur with a fresh point of
view. To quote Mr. Twain, “It
were not best that we should all
think alike; it is a difference of
opinion that makes horse races.”
And if I remember correctly, this
is the Derby City. Kudos.

MARCUS M. SHAW
La Grange, Ky. 40031

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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