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“I don’t believe that, but it’s
very difficult to move the needle
against the public perception …
especially when you throw in the
fact that we are the only people in
the world that still have race-day
medication,” he said.

He said during the meeting
that the economics of racing will
only worsen if nothing is done
and that a change could lead to
more fans.

Potential damage
Owner-trainer Dale Romans,

who saddled Toyota Blue Grass
Stakes winner Dullahan over the
weekend, told the commission
that a ban —if other states aren’t
doing it — could cripple Ken-
tucky racing, which already is be-
leaguered by competition from
tracks where casino revenues
boost purses and lure away the
commonwealth’s horses.

Romans also questioned
whether the proposal was hu-
mane, saying it would still allow
horses to train on anti-bleeding
medication, just not have it ad-
ministered when they’re racing
and need it most.

Monday’s defeat of the pro-
posal is “going to protect racing
here,” said Romans, who is a
board member of the Kentucky

with the first Kentucky Derby
that would have been affected in
2014.

Commission Chairman Bob
Beck, who supported the ban,
said the issue could come up
again as soon as next month in an-
other format.

“I don’t think it’s dead, but I
think we have an opportunity to
have some further discussion,”
he said.

During the meeting, breeder
Tom Ludt, a commission member
who voted against the phased-in
ban for all races, proposed a
phased-in ban limited to stakes
races. The commission tabled
that proposal for a month to allow
time for discussion.

Beck said Ludt’s proposal
could be discussed next month,
and that a broader ban is “cer-
tainly dead” for the moment, but
could come up again should other
states pass bans.

The vote and debate were the
most contentious at the racing
commission in six years, with im-
passioned pleas from both sides.

Beck argued it’s “a little arro-
gant” for racing officials to ig-
nore a public belief that racing is
“a drug-infested sport.”

Horsemen’s Benevolent and Pro-
tective Association, which repre-
sents owners and trainers and op-
poses the ban. “I’m sure they’ll
try again. They may take a differ-
ent tactic. … I hope they let it go
and work on more of a national
medication policy.”

To address Romans’ and oth-
ers’ argument that Kentucky rac-
ing could be made an island, pro-
ponents inserted a so-called “es-
cape clause” in the proposal that
called for it to be reviewed by a
committee by Sept. 1, 2013. That
committee could then call for
changes if the policy — which at
that point would have affected
only races for 2-year-olds — was
harming Kentucky racing.

But Ludt said during the meet-
ing that the inclusion of an escape
clause gave credence to oppo-
nents’ concerns.

And commission members
Burr Travis, a Northern Ken-
tucky attorney, and Frank Jones,
a Louisville business owner, said
it wasn’t really an escape clause
because it could take months to
repeal the new rule — if it were
repealed at all.

Travis said that if the rule
were to be adopted, he wouldn’t
buy yearlings this September at
Keeneland because they couldn’t

race in Kentucky on furosemide.
The commission, which nor-

mally has15 voting members, has
one empty seat because Gov.
Steve Beshear has not appointed
a replacement for former mem-
ber and trainer John Ward, who
resigned when Beshear appoint-
ed him to be the commission’s ex-
ecutive director.

Ward, who spoke in favor of
the ban at an advisory commit-
tee’s meeting earlier Monday,
could have cast a deciding eighth
vote for it.

Beck, who endorsed the selec-
tion of Ward, said he had no re-
grets about recommending him.

Most reveal reasons
All 14 commission members

stated the reasons behind their
vote, except for Michael Pitino,
who declined to comment. Pitino
is the son of University of Louis-
ville men’s basketball coach Rick
Pitino, who is a thoroughbred
owner.

The vote came hours after a
commission committee created
specifically to deal with the issue
of race-day medication voted 4-1
to recommend the ban. That com-
mittee held a daylong hearing in
November on the issue in its only
meeting before Monday.

Beck said approval of the ban
was sought Monday in an effort to
move the rule through a legisla-
tive review process so that it
could be effective Jan. 1.

A ban would bring U.S. racing
into line with everywhere else in
the world outside this country
and Canada. In recent years,
some major organizations have
endorsed ending the use of race-
day medication in North Ameri-
ca, led by The Jockey Club.

The Breeders’ Cup, for which
Ludt is board chairman, is ban-
ning race-day medication in its 2-
year-old races beginning this
year and in other races next year.
Ludt said his support for that pol-
icy and his vote against a Ken-
tucky ban were separate, adding
that he believed the Kentucky
proposal went further than other
suggested limitations.

U.S. horsemen who oppose the
change point to a South African
study that says there is a thera-
peutic benefit from furosemide,
which helps reduce respiratory
bleeding. Proponents of the drug
say animal cruelty groups would
come down harder on the sport if
a horse bled to death on the track.

Reporter Gregory A. Hall can be
reached at (502) 582-4087.
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race.
Korir said the secret to his vic-

tory was hydration.
“I knew it was going to be hot,”

he said. “Two weeks ago I started
preparing for this day. Every day
I’m concentrating on hydration
and drinking a lot of water, and
when I got to Boston to get ready,
all I did was drink and drink and
drink.

“Today, I paid very close atten-
tion to my water bottle. I was pay-
ing more attention to the hydra-
tion stations than to the other run-
ners.”

The victory could catapult Ko-
rir into the Kenyan Olympic pic-
ture, with that country’s Olympic
chairman in attendance and de-
fending champion Geoffrey Mu-
tai struggling before dropping
out after 18 miles with stomach
cramps.

Sharon Cherop won the wom-
en’s race to complete the Kenyan
sweep, outkicking Jemima Jela-
gat Sumgong to win by 2 seconds
in 2:31:50.

Korir, who is a full-time U.S.
resident, also has applied for U.S.
citizenship and could represent
this country if that were to be
processed in time.

But he wasn’t worried about
the Olympics on Monday.

“To me, the Boston Marathon
is the Olympics of marathoning,”
he said. “To win here is a great
honor and a blessing. Whatever
comes now, I will not worry about
it and will be happy.”

The win also represents anoth-
er kind of opportunity for Korir,
who with his wife, Canadian run-
ner Tarah McKay, founded the
Kenyan Kids Foundation in his
hometown of Kitale. They’re
building a hospital in honor of a
brother who was killed by a black
mamba snake at the age of 10 and
also have been sending a number
of kids in his hometown to school.

Korir has made a practice of
donating much of his prize win-

nings to his foundation. The two-
time Los Angeles Marathon
champion will receive $150,000
for his win in Boston.

“This is a great opportunity,”
Korir said. “My wife said all day
people have been ‘liking’ our
foundation on Facebook. This is
what God created me to do, and
God is providing the stepping-
stones for my life of helping peo-
ple.

“We have 40 students who we
are supporting now,” Korir said.
“Next year we will have 80. A

year ago we only had about seven.
We thank God every day.”

Korir will return to Louisville
today to meet with U of L track
and field coach Ron Mann and
will offer support to some run-
ners he has worked with who will
take part in the Kentucky Derby
Festival races, though he won’t
run himself.

“Louisville, I tell everyone, is
the perfect place to start a run-
ning career,” Korir said. “You
have great coaches, good races,
the media will cover you when

you win. It has been a wonderful
place for me.”

Korir said he’ll also begin to
wade through the emails and text
messages that he hadn’t even had
time to look at as of Monday eve-
ning, because he had to turn his
phone off, it was ringing so much.

After a journey that took him
from Kenya to Murray State to
Louisville, through a harrowing
experience in his home country
when hostilities broke out while
he was visiting that he narrowly
escaped with the help of friends

at home, Korir said he was over-
come when he reached the tape at
the finish line.

“Wow. God is good,” Korir
said. “That’s all that went through
my mind. I can’t believe it. Six
months ago I was sixth overall. I
couldn’t even see the leaders
when they were ahead of me. I
never thought I was going to get
them.”

Eric Crawford can be reached at
(502) 582-4372. The Associated Press
contributed to this report.
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Wesley Korir, shown after winning the Boston Marathon, could represent Kenya in the Olympics. Or, if his application for citizenship is approved
in time, he could represent the United States. ELISE AMENDOLA/ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Anthony
Hensley could light up a
room and turn a bad mo-
ment into something good,
his brother said.

“He’slikearockstarthat
never played an instru-
ment,” said Raymond Hen-
sley. “He just had that type
of personality. He took life
seriouslybutenjoyedlifeto
its fullest.”

Anthony Hensley, 37, a
resident of the Villa Park
suburb of Chicago and fa-
ther of two young daugh-
ters,diedSaturdayafterhis
kayak rolled over on a re-
tention pond near Des
Plaines, Ill. Authorities and
family members said they
believe a swan that might
have been nesting in the
pond became aggressive
and caused the kayak to
overturn.

Family members said
Hensley worked for North

Barrington, Ill.-based Knox
Swan and Dog LLC, which
places the birds in ponds to
control and rid large geese
populations. The company
also uses dogs to chase
geese away from area
ponds, grassy properties
and golf courses. A compa-
ny representative could not
be reached for comment.

Raymond Hensley said
hisbrotherwasathleticand
an experienced kayaker.

“He played on a softball
team,” he said. “He was in
great shape.”

Hensley’s stepmother,
Tammy Hensley, said sher-
iff’spolicewenttohishouse
Saturday to tell his wife,
Amy, about the accident.

“It just terrible; no
words can describe it,”
Tammy Hensley said. “We
areallveryupset,butIcan’t
stop thinking about his two
daughters.”

She said Hensley’s wife
and his daughters, Hayden
Rose, 3, and Gabriella, 1,
were the pride of his life.

“He would do anything
forthem,”shesaid.“Every-
thing he did was for them.”

HismothersaidHensley
has been married for 10
years. She said he also
worked for Knox Swan and
Dog for about10 years.

Raymond Hensley said
his brother had many
friendsandwaswell-known
in his community.

“He was a great little
brother,” he said. “I don’t
know a single person who
said one bad thing about
him.”

Awitnesstoldpolicethat
Hensley tried to swim to
shore but went under the
water and did not resur-
face, according to Tony
Brzezniak, deputy area
commanderforCookCoun-

ty sheriff’s police.
Paramedics arrived on

the scene about 7 a.m. but
were unable to find a body,
prompting dive crews to
join the search and scour
the 50-foot-deep pond,
Brzezniak said. They found
Hensley’s body at 7:49 a.m.,
and he was taken to Advo-
cateLutheranGeneralHos-
pital in Park Ridge, where
he was pronounced dead at
8:15 a.m., Brzezniak said.

Detectives spoke with
Hensley’s employer, who
toldthemit’smandatoryfor
all employees to wear a life
vest. Police said a life vest
was found inside the kayak,
thoughitwasn’timmediate-
ly clear if that was a spare.

MonikaWoznica,31,said
Hensley had been a fixture
of the pond for years, often
bringing his kayak and his
dog when he fed the swans
and cared for them.

Family: Swan encounter
led to Ill. kayaker death

WASHINGTON — De-
fense Secretary Leon Pa-
netta on Monday an-
nounced new steps to com-
bat sexual assaults in the
military, with serious of-
fenses such as rape and
forcible sodomy subject to
a court-martial review at
the authority level of Army
colonel or Navy captain.

“Sexual assault has no
place in the military. It is a
violation of everything that
the U.S. military stands
for,” Panetta told a Capitol
Hill news conference after
a closed-door meeting with
members of the House
Armed Services Commit-
tee who have pushed for
the Pentagon to take ag-
gressive steps to stop sexu-
al assaults.

The Pentagon said Fri-
day that the number of re-
ported sexual assaults had

increased slightly last
year, with 3,192 cases in-
volving service members
as either victims or perpe-
trators. But the Defense
Department also has esti-
mated that 86 percent of
sexual assaults go unre-

ported, a re-
flection of
the fear
some have
for the
prosecuto-
rial system
or their own
standing in
the service.

Panetta
said that as Pentagon chief
he would issue a directive
changing the way cases are
handled. A higher author-
ity within the military now
will review the most seri-
ous cases, ensuring that
cases remain within the
chain of the command and
leaders are held responsi-
ble.

Military aims to
stop sex assaults
By Donna Cassata
Associated Press

Panetta
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