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Have an opinion? We would like to hear from you.
We invite you to write us. Letters submitted for
publication should include the signature, street
address and daytime phone number of the writer. 

Address:
Kentucky New Era
Voice of the People
P.O. Box 729
Hopkinsville, KY 42241
Fax: 270-887-3222
E-mail: opinion@kentuckynewera.com 

Publication of the writer’s name is required. Clear,
legible letters of 350 words or less on a community
issue or a single subject of general interest are
most likely to be published. The New Era reserves
the right to edit, condense or reject letters.

TODAY IN HISTORY n

Today is Friday, April 13, the 104th day of 2012.
There are 262 days left in the year.

On this date:
In 1860, the Pony Express completed its in-

augural run from St. Joseph, Mo. to Sacramen-
to, Calif. in 10 days.

In 1964, Sidney Poitier became the first
black performer in a leading role to win an
Academy Award for “Lilies of the Field.” (Patricia
Neal was named Best Actress for “Hud”; Best

Picture went to “Tom Jones.”)
In 1970, Apollo 13, four-fifths of the way to the

moon, was crippled when a tank containing liq-
uid oxygen burst. (The astronauts managed to
return safely.)

In 1986, Pope John Paul II visited the Great Syn-
agogue of Rome in the first recorded papal visit of
its kind to a Jewish house of worship.

In 1992, the Great Chicago Flood took place as
the city’s century-old tunnel system and adjacent

basements filled with water from the Chicago River.
Ten years ago: Venezuela’s interim president,

Pedro Carmona, resigned a day after taking office
in the face of protests by thousands of supporters
of the ousted president, Hugo Chavez.

Five years ago: Iraq’s parliament met in an ex-
traordinary session on a Friday, the Muslim day of
prayer, and declared it would not bow to terror-
ism; a bouquet of red roses and a white lily sat in
the place of a lawmaker killed in a parliament din-

ing hall suicide bombing.
One year ago: Ousted Egyptian President Hos-

ni Mubarak and his two sons were detained for in-
vestigation of corruption, abuse of power and
killings of protesters. A federal jury in San Francis-
co convicted Barry Bonds of a single charge of ob-
struction of justice, but failed to reach a verdict on
the three counts at the heart of allegations that
he’d knowingly used steroids and human growth
hormone and lied to a grand jury about it. 

WRITE US n

Mitt Romney’s trying to talk his way
out of  his gender gap, but, take it
from me, women like guys who lis-

ten. My wife told me that.
Since the Romney’s long marriage ap-

pears to be quite strong, he probably knows
the value of  being a good listener, too. Un-
fortunately, his speaking style doesn’t dis-
play much of  it on the campaign trail.

Listening matters. As important as pol-
icy may be, voters tend to choose the candi-
date they think, most of  all, is “on my
side.” They want someone who connects
with them, who conveys an understanding
of  their hopes and dreams.

That’s why recent presidents like George
W. Bush and Bill Clinton, whatever else
you think of  them, always seemed to have
their big ears on when talking to people.
Listening leads to a level of  connection
and understanding that voters, among oth-
ers, appreciate.

By that standard, I used to think that
Romney, the seasoned businessman and
former Massachusetts governor, might
well have an advantage. President Barack
Obama looked by contrast like a loner who
had to remind himself  to look less profes-
sorial and more warm and fuzzy.

Yet it is Romney who has habitually
stepped on his own campaign victories
with gaffes and a persistent awkwardness
about his own wealth and
political beliefs.

Unlike George W. Bush’s
folksy “I hear you,” or Bill
Clinton’s empathetic “I feel
your pain,” Romney’s deliv-
ery tends to sound about as
engaging as a CEO’s annual
report to stockholders.

I believe that helps to ex-
plain why a new ABC
News/Washington Post
poll that asks which man
“better understands the economic prob-
lems people in this country are having,”
gives the edge to Obama — 49 percent to
Romney’s 37 percent.

Among women, Obama scores 20 points
over Romney on this empathy question,
up three points since a February survey.
That tends to match the widening gender
gap between the two candidates in other
recent polls.

The partisan gender gap is not new. Men
have been voting mostly Republican and
women mostly Democratic for more than 30
years. But the gap suddenly yawned open
into a canyon in the past couple of  months.

A Pew Research Center poll has the for-
mer Massachusetts governor trailing Pres-
ident Barack Obama by 20 points among
women voters for the second month in a
row — and the two are virtually tied
among men.

The latest Gallup/USA Today poll found
Romney trailing the president by 9 points
among women in battleground states in
March — and by 2-to-1 among women under
age 50 — after a virtual tie a month earlier.

Why? Conventional wisdom blames a
string of  debates and controversies about
birth control and related social issues,
pushed heavily by former Sen. Rick Santo-
rum before he suspended his campaign.
Much to the delight of  Democrats, social
issues of  particular importance to women
often have crowded out the economic is-
sues on which Obama is more vulnerable.

As Romney looks increasingly like he
will be the Grand Old Party’s nominee, he
faces the same challenge that dogged Sen.
John McCain four years ago: How do you
hold onto the party’s skeptical conserva-
tive base while reaching out to attract
swing voters and closing the gender gap?
McCain answered that challenge by choos-
ing Sarah Palin as his running mate. That
didn’t work out so great. McCain lost the
election — and the pantheon of  TV pun-
ditry gained a new right-wing superstar.

Romney’s awkwardness about equity for
women showed itself  when a reporter
asked for his thoughts on the all-male Au-
gusta National Golf  Club. Obama had just
called for the club, which is the home of
the Masters golf  tournament, to accept
women as members.

Romney agreed, but with an awkward
response so loaded with qualifying “ifs”
that it sounded like an insurance contract:
“Certainly, if  I were a member, if  I could
run Augusta, which isn’t likely to happen,
of  course I’d have women into Augusta,”
Romney said. I think that was a “yes.”

Romney often sounds like he could use
what President George H.W. Bush used to
call “the vision thing.” It calls for more
than balanced budgets. It begins with a
strong inner desire to repair the nation’s
divisions and revive our sense of  shared
values and common purpose. Women ap-
preciate that. Men do, too.

Email CLARENCE PAGE at cpage@tribune.com. Tribune Media Services
distributes his column. 

A Fort Campbell infantry soldier who
grew up in Brazil and came to the
United States when he was 17 years old
to learn English and then earned a bach-
elor’s degree in biology nearly gave his
life in Afghanistan to save other soldiers
in his unit.

His story, as told by the Army, should
not be forgotten.

Sgt. Felipe Pereira, 28, became the
most highly deco-
rated soldier at
Fort Campbell
since the Vietnam War when Secretary
of  the Army Gen. Ray Odierno awarded
him the Distinguished Service Medal on
Thursday. The ceremony was at Fort
Campbell. The Distinguished Service
Medal is second only to the Medal of
Honor for heroism in the Army.

Pereira’s honor is rare. Among nearly
4,000 members of  the Army who have re-
ceived the medal, only about 200 were
enlisted soldiers. The others were offi-
cers, and nearly a fourth were colonels.

On Nov. 1, 2010, following a patrol in
Senjaray, in the Kandahar Province,
Pereira was returning to his combat
outpost as the leader of  Alpha Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 101st Airborne Division. An
explosive attached to a motorcycle deto-
nated in the middle of  Pereira’s squad
and he sustained shrapnel wounds to
his spleen, liver and left lung. Two sol-
diers — Spc. Jonathan M. Curtis, 24,
and Pfc. Andrew N. Meari — were killed
and others were injured and pinned
down by enemy gunfire.

The Army’s citation says Pereira re-
fused medical treatment. With his lung
collapsing, he commandeered an all-ter-
rain vehicle and drove into enemy fire to
help his wounded comrades. Bullets ric-
ocheted off  the vehicle, and Pereira re-
turned fire, according to the Army. He
helped evacuate one group of  soldiers to
the outpost, then returned to the line of
fire and rescued another group.

Fort Campbell, the members of  the
101st Airborne Division and their fami-
lies have carried a heavy load in the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Their
daily acts of  heroism are too numerous
to count or fully comprehend. 

This rare honor extended to one of
Fort Campbell’s bravest soldiers re-
minds us why we owe our highest regard
to so many soldiers.

Thank you, Sgt. Pereira, for your serv-
ice. We will not forget.   

Remember
Sgt. Pereira
for service
to comrades

Mitt Romney’s
woman woes

Reality in college basketball
Even before John Calipari coached

the University of  Kentucky men's
basketball team to a national title, he
was accused of  running an NBA
farm team.

Now, after winning the NCAA
Tournament by starting three fresh-
men and two sophomores, it has only
added fuel to the critics' fire.

There is a perception that Calipari
is somehow destroying the image of
student-athletes by not discouraging
them to delay their dreams of  play-
ing in the NBA.

“It's not about me, it's about them,”
Calipari said recently.

We can already see the counter ar-
gument coming: If  it were truly
about the players, wouldn't Calipari
be trying to convince them to stay in
college and get their education?

Ideally, yes. But Calipari under-
stands that's not the reality.

Many of  Calipari's past players —
Derrick Rose, John Wall, DeMarcus
Cousins — likely would have gone
from high school to the pros. But the
NBA changed its rule prior to the
2006 season, saying a player has to be
out of  high school for one year or be
19 years old to enter the draft.

Instead of  twiddling their thumbs
for 12 months, the blue-chip players

are choosing college — and the Uni-
versity of  Kentucky is at the top of
the list. One year is better than none,
and it may inspire a player to return
to school later on.

So that's where the hypocrisy
comes in from other coaches who say
they're preaching to their players
about the benefits of  remaining in
college beyond one-and-done.

Of  course, the longer the NBA-cal-
iber players stay in college, the more
wins it means for the coaches. Be-
cause the only thing that matters, es-
pecially in the power conferences
such as the SEC, Big East and Big 12,
is winning. And W's secure jobs, if
not lead to bigger and higher-paying
coaching positions.

If  there's a college coach out there
who says he wouldn't have Anthony
Davis or Michael Kidd-Gilchrist —
Calipari's two super freshmen who
will likely go pro — he's simply lying. 

Would we like to see Davis and
Kidd-Gilchrist play another three
years and get their degrees at Ken-
tucky? Sure we would.

But that would be a perfect world.
And Calipari can't be blamed because
it's not.

From the Messenger-Inquirer, Owensboro
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“If you have only one smile in you,
give it to the people you love. Don’t
be surly at home, then go out in the
street and start grinning (and
saying), ‘Good morning,’ at total
strangers.”
Maya Angelou
American author and civil rights activist


