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SUPERLAWN
Garden Center

SUPERLAWN
Garden Center&

–Evergreen Trees
Arborvitae, Hemlock, Holly, 
Leland Cypress, Pine, Spruce

–Flowering Trees
Cherry, Crabapple, Dogwood, Hawthorn, 
Lilac, Magnolia, Redbud, Serviceberry

–Shade & Ornamental Trees
Bald Cypress, Birch, Elm, Gingko, Honey Locust,
Linden, Maple, Oak, Sycamore, Tulip Poplar, Willow

–Garden Seeds
–Onion Sets
–Seed Potatoes
–Fertilizers, Insecticides, Weed
Killers, Potting Soil, Soil Conditioners
–Gifts
–Evergreen & Flowering Shrubs
–Spring Bulbs
–Pansies

–Annuals & Perennials
–Hanging Baskets
–Mulches
–Strawberries
–Raspberries
–Blackberries
–Blueberries
–Rhubarb
–Cabbage
–Broccoli
–Cauliflower

–And Much More!

Monday-Friday 7:30-5 • Saturday 8-3 • Closed Sunday

Like us on1108 N. Main St., Hopkinsville, KY

270-885-4769

Located on Hwy. 41 North 

at the 2nd Gate at Outlaw

Construction Company

C&J Mulch
270-885-7660

Huge Price Reduction!
Call ahead to set up deliveries!

PLACE ONE LIQUORS
ACROSS FROM BRADFORD SQUARE

2941 Ft. Campbell Blvd. • 885-1321

DISCOUNTED
Maker’s Mark and 
Jim Beam Candy

LOTTERY
Kentucky

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)
— These Kentucky lotter-
ies were drawn Thursday:

5 Card Cash: AC-KD-2C-
10D-10H

Cash Ball:01-12-18-23,
Cash Ball: 2, Kicker: 5-3-7-
8-3

Decades of  Dollars: 06-
13-15-23-28-38

Pick 3 Evening: 2-0-8
Pick 3 Midday: 2-5-1
Pick 4 Evening:1-5-2-7
Pick 4 Midday: 4-3-2-3

Tennessee
NASHVILLE, Tenn.

(AP) — These Tennessee
lotteries were drawn
Thursday:

Cash 3 Evening:3-2-2,
Lucky Sum: 7

Cash 3 Midday:1-1-3,
Lucky Sum: 5

Cash 4 Evening: 7-4-7-2,
Lucky Sum: 20

Cash 4 Midday: 2-1-2-0,
Lucky Sum: 5

LAKE LEVELS 
Kentucky Lake and Barkley

Lake Elevation, last updated
at 9 p.m. Thursday, Kentucky
Lake, Upper Stage, 356.5;

Normal Stage, 355.8; Lower
Stage, 301.6.

Lake Barkley, Upper Stage,
356.5; Normal Stage, 355.8;
Lower Stage, 303.1.

Water Temperatures, Ken-
tucky Lake, 71 degrees; Ken-
tucky Dam, 71 degrees;
Barkley Dam, 67 degrees;
Normal Temperature,63 de-
grees.
Source: Explore Kentucky Lake.

PRECIPITATION
Christian County Daily Pre-

cipitation (inches); Monday,
0.00; Tuesday,0.00; Wednes-
day, 0.00. Month to date, 0.03;
Year to date,10.77.
Source: Kentucky Mesonet.

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghan
President Hamid Karzai said Thursday
that it might be better to hold presiden-
tial elections a year early to lessen the
strain that could be caused by foreign
combat troops leaving Afghanistan at the
same time he ends more than a decade as
leader of  a nation at war.

Karzai, who assumed the helm of  the
country shortly after the U.S. invasion
that ousted the Taliban rulers, has been
the face of  a yearslong international
drive to transform the country and end
the insurgency. Re-
cently, however, his
relations with the
United States and
other international
partners have be-
come heavily
strained by his anti-
Western verbal as-
saults and
mercurial approach
to policymaking.

The next presi-
dential elections are
scheduled for 2014
and the majority of
NATO combat
forces will leave
Afghanistan by the
end of  that same year. At that time,
Karzai will be at the end of  his second
five-year term and the constitution bars
him from running for a third term.

The prospect of  an early departure for
the controversial leader would please
Afghans and others who are ready for a
fresh start because they don’t think
Karzai has not done enough to battle cor-
ruption or improve daily life in the im-
poverished country.

Electing a new leader in 2013 also
would clear the slate as the international
community looks for a smooth transfer
of  power before most of  the foreign
troops go home or move into support
roles.

“I have been talking about this for a few
months now,” Karzai said during a press
conference with visiting NATO Secre-
tary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen.
“With all the changes that are taking
place — with the complete return of  in-
ternational forces to their homes from
Afghanistan and the holding of  the pres-
idential election at the same time —
whether that will be an agenda that we
can handle at the same time.”

Karzai said no final decision has been
made about early elections and that such
a decision would take a long time.

He said he had been thinking and con-
sulting for some time about finding a way
to avoid holding the election and the
troop pullout simultaneously.

Karzai has said he wants Afghan forces
to be in charge of  protecting and defend-
ing the nation by the end of  2014, the
same time the international military
coalition has decided that it would end
its combat mission and move to a support
role.

Karzai already has said that he would
be happy if  the transition could be ac-
complished sooner, but either way is fine.

“Should we allow the transition
process to complete itself  in 2014 and
bring the presidential elections one year
earlier to 2013?” he asked, rhetorically.

“This is a question that I’ve had and
I’ve raised it in my inner circle,” Karzai
said. “I’ve not had a final decision yet,
but it will not be soon.”

Karzai’s term expires in May 2014 and
the constitution says elections must be
held 30 to 60 days before an incumbent
leaves office.

An official with Afghanistan’s election
commission, which
is in charge of  con-
ducting the poll, said
preparations were
still under way for
the balloting in
March 2014 and no
one had approached
the commission
about organizing an
earlier vote.

“My understand-
ing is that early elec-
tions can happen if
something happens
to the president or if
the president re-
signs,” said Zekria
Barakzai, deputy

chief  electoral officer. In such a case, the
commission would have three months to
organize elections, he added.

Wahid Muzhda, a Kabul-based politi-
cal analyst, said holding elections while
NATO troops are leaving would be diffi-
cult because of  concerns that attacks
would spike during the vote.

“We are not sure that the Afghan se-
curity forces are able to handle the se-
curity needed for an election,” Muzhda
said. “If  we have it in 2013, at least we
would have foreign troops to help.”

Muzhda said he suspects the interna-
tional community is pressuring Karzai
to hold the election in 2013.

Karzai’s spokesman Aimal Faizi, how-
ever, denied that, saying there had been
no international pressure to set an ear-
lier date for the elections andKarzai was
simply considering it as an option to
smooth the security handover to Afghan
forces. “The year 2014 will be a very
busy year,” Faizi said.

The U.S. Embassy in Kabul declined to
comment on Karzai’s statements.

William Patey, the outgoing British
ambassador to Afghanistan, told The
Guardian last week that he had heard
some people discussing the idea of  early
elections but that it had not been for-
mally discussed by Western diplomats.
“There are perfectly good arguments
why 2013 would be a good time,” he said.
“But by holding it in 2013, you risk an
argument that foreigners brought it for-
ward so they can control it.”

Fogh Rasmussen, who was in Kabul
for talks on the transition of  security re-
sponsibilities from the international
coalition to Afghan security forces, said
NATO it is on track to fully hand over
responsibility by the end of  2014 as
scheduled.

Afghan president may 
call early elections
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Neighbors looked on as smoke filled the
sky above a single-story wood home at
901 Oak Hurst Drive just after 2 p.m.
today.

No one was injured in a fire that de-
stroyed the home.

The homeowner was outside mowing
the yard at the time of  the fire.

The homeowner told the fire depart-

ment that the windows were blackened
and white smoke was coming from the
home when he went back in the home,
said Michael Workman, battalion chief
of  the Hopkinsville Fire Department.

The cause of  the fire is unknown but
the fire is believed to have started in the
central part of  the home, said Workman.

The homeowner’s name was not avail-
able at the scene.

Oak Hurst Drive home 
destroyed in afternoon fire
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Hopkinsville firefighters work to extiguish a fire that destroyed an Oak Hurst home on Thursday afternoon.

“We are not sure that the
Afghan security forces are
able to handle the
security needed for an
election.”

Wahid Muzhda
Kabul-based political analyst n

Need
Special

Occasion 
Banners?
Start at $24 ea.

885-7667
1618 East 9th Street, Hopkinsville, KY

(located inside the Kentucky New Era)


