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New Location, Building And Grounds For Open Door Orphans
Home At Cornettsville

This New Building: of Some 20 Rooms is Well Under, Construction, Located on Top of the
Mountain Above Cornettsville. It will Contain Modern Facilities and Housing: Quarters and Furn-isliin- g

a Home for Those Without a Home What a Blessing: it Will Be When It is Completed!

From Hill to Hill and'll"0,3" from Oklahoma,

Plain to Dell Could
Well Be said of the .

Ragsdales
lln 1938 when we first mov--d

to Whitesburg, Ky., we
heard almost daily of some
good Christian fete of Mr.

were conducting a Sunday
School and Bible Study school
at Premium.

Little did we know then
just how far reaching the
work of these two people
would (be.

This past Sunday, we had
the privilege of visiting them
and their 43 children at The
Open Door Children's Home
near Viper, Ky.

These two Christian work-
ers have shown great faith by
purchasing 460 acres of land
high up in what was origin-
ally known as Davis Moun-
tain, but was lately named by
their children, "Sunshine
Mountain." We would say this
is a very good name too, for
if there is any sun in the sky
at all, this place will get more
than its share of it, it being
situated on the top of a beau-
tiful flat section lying east
and west.

"Mom and Dad" Ragsdale
came to Kentucky from Cali-
fornia to do Christian work,
but saw so many homeless
children, that they soon real-
ized an orphans' home for
these children was the need
of the hour. They went to
Perry County on Hall's
Branch, where a good man
donated them 10 acres of land
where it seemed that land was
the scarcest, and they estab-
lished the "Open Door Chil-
dren's Home,' which incident-l- y

was going along nicely until
fire came, practically destroy-
ing all the work they had done
on their ibuilding. Mr. and Mrs.
Ragsdale did not throw up
their hands, nor abandon the
children they had taken in
which already amounted to
more than 40, instead they
made the .best of facilities left,
and in crowded conditions
have lived for the past four
years. The one thing they have
done is to keep their flock well
fed, and contented throughout
this.

Dream ncaring a reality
A new home was started on

the iiew land they purchased
last year and is now shaping
up nicely, and they have faith

- f ? - 1 t
and nope oi occupying it Dy
early fall. Knowing this cour
ageous couple like we do we
would say tney wm maxe it,
too. "Mom" Ragsdale, who is
so full of ideas and enthusiasm
that she fairly infuses one to
help her make her dream
come true, by talking to her.
The home was her idea, and
when she gave the plans to an
architect he drew them up for
her and we would say here
this. building when completed
will be beautiful and well
planned.

Her story of how she has
received so much help from
good people all over the coun-

try sounds like fiction. A man
from California has been here
three different times to do-

nate his services for wiring,

uiu uie iieaiiug ana uuur. j.uiu is xur our new er

man is giving his room. She was offered
to put down tUe throughout $500 for it but said she had
the and many other painted it for the Lord for the
stories which we will publish
from time to time.

Two young girls will finish
high scnool at Combs Memor
ial, this year and one young
girl has already graduated,
married and now lives in Cin-
cinnati, also one who is serv-
ing his country at this time.
"Mom" Ragsdale, stated when
talking to us that one of her
girls who had made a B av-
erage wanted to ibe a nurse
and the other will enter Bible
School, to follow in the foot-
steps of "Mom Ragsdale" and
teach the Bible.

The as already stated
is high up in the Mountains,
near Cornettsville and is

by beautiful virgin
timber, and beautiful awe-inspiri- ng

scenery. Plenty oi
water is available, along with
plenty small dales and valleys
fdr pools and lakes, which will
be built and stocked with fish
for the children's pleasure as
well as to helo smrolv fish for
the table. The water suddIvi
through all the drought last
year was plentiful, and of
course will always be so.

Land aplenjy for all types
of game is now owned as well
as crops, small, and large
fruits and they plan to plant
an orchard as soon as possible,
also establish pasture for their
own cattle.

o
MANY HAVE

OR MATERIALS
MRS. LOLA SMITH of Call

fornia, put on several projects
and worked hard to get
enough money to (buy the win
dows. There are over 100 win
dows.

MRS. COOK of California,
bought the front door.

MRS. LODA SMITH, of
California, bought an air con-

ditioner for the
MRS. F. E. UNDERWOOD

of California, bought a hospit-
al bed for the dispensary.

MR. AND MRS. FRIBERG
from Oregon, (bought the light
fixtures for the nursery, in
memory of their baby who
went to Heaven.

MR. IA1ND MRS. CAPEDI- -
VTLLE of Idaho, the
tile for the nursery in mem
ory of their little ones,

Friends from California sent
money for hall light fixtures
m memorv of a dear iriend.

Ladies' Missionary Society
of North California,
made for some of the
bed rooms.

Mrs. Niskanen of Oregon,
and the Ladies of the Mission-
ary Society of fcer church
made drapes for the office,
Daddy and Mother Ragsdale's
room, girls' play room and
boys' bedroom.

MR JOSEPH SWOREN of
Conn., bought a chime door
bell for the front door.

MRS. J. R. MOORS of 111.,

sent five dozen colored alum
inum glasses for the table.

High School girls from Ore
gon sent some lovely dish
towles. Other groups have
made dish towels, towels, etc.

MISS VERA KYES, of Cali
fornia, painted a "beautiful pic- - a

,ture of Christ knocking at the
piuiiiuuug,

timeing

.building,

Home,

sur-
rounded

DONATED
FIXTURES

kitchen.

'bought

Redondo,
curtains

children of The Open Door
Children's Home and would
not sell it. Miss Kyes had
polio when she was 10 years

jold and was left very crippled.
Although she can stand up
she cannot straighten her back
so she has never been able to
stand up. straight. With tnis
great handicap she has a real
love for the Lord and has al-

ways used her talent for His
glory. .

All of the children of The
Open Door Children's Home
took money from their banks
and ibought the colored bath
room fixtures for Daddy and
Mother Ragsdale's bath room
(over $100) .

A Nurse, Mrs. K., from Cali-
fornia, sent 25.00 toward the
dispensary equipment.

Mr s. Mildred Redman,
teacher of Teenage Bible
Class of California. These
girls have saved $200 to go to--
ward our dining room table
and chairs.

Mr. and Mrs. Denver Min- -
iard, both of Leatherwood,
Cornettsville, Ky., will fur-
nish a boys' room complete.

Money that was sent td the
Home last year to buy Christ
mas gifts for the children was
put in the bank (the children
each received several mce
gifts and it was felt that they
did not need any more) and
win oe used to help turnish
the living room. Every donor
was notified how his money
would be spent and all were
very pleased because this
Christmas .gift will be used
for years to come. This
amounts to almost $200.

We now have, about $40,000
in the 20-roo- m home, includ
ing well, piping the water to
the ibuilding, etc. This has all
been donated iby friends who
love little children and want
them to have an opportunity
to grow up to be good citizens
and to know and love the Lord
Jesus.

We feel it will take about
$30,000 to complete the build-
ing and furnish it.

Most of the gifts that peo
ple have sent have been small,
but all the little gifts count
up. Many people living on a
pension have sent one or two
dollars. Some send a dollar a
month. These dollars all add
up and we are indeed thank-
ful for them, as well as the
few larger gifts that we have
received.

THOSE WHO HAVE WORKED
ON THE NEW HOME OF THE.
OPEN DOOR CHILDREN'S
HOME ON SUNSHINE, MOUN-TAI- N

AND. DONATED THEIR,
LABORS.

MR. FOX of California,
drew the blue prints.

HERNIAL MARCOM of Lex
ington, Ky., made changes on.
the blue prints and provided
for a larger dining room. He
also drew dormers in the roof
making a large third floor
play room.

FAlULKNEKS GARAGE of
Hazard, Ky., gave us a good
used Jeep Station Wagon and

Diamond T Truck for haul

ing men and materials to the
'building site.

RALPH. MAJOR, a school
teacher from California, spent
two weeks of his vacation
mixing and' pouring cement
on the foundation.

MR. A. C. MOHLENHOFF,
from California, drove his
pick-u- p truck back and help
ed several weeks. He also
used his truck to help haul
materials. He worked on the
foundation and sub floor, etc.

MRS. , LOLA SMITH of
California, bought all the win
dows for the Home (over 100
of them) then flew back and
painted them before they
were installed. ,

WAYNE WOODWARD from
California, but attending As-bu- ry

Seminary (near Lexing
ton, Ky.) spent his vacations
for the past year and a half
working at whatever needed
to be done. He helped dig the
wen, helped haul the logs and
saw them up, sanded wood-
work, etc.

DHAIN PHILIPS from Flor
ida, spent months logging and
sawing lumber for the new
building.

iRBV. RAY LUPOLD, of
Oklahoma,

a
has spent weeks.

at
auiereni times supervising
and buildings the Home. He
was a contractor and builder
before he entered the minis
try and is a very capable man
He will be back again to help
us in the near future, the
Lord willing.

MR. WITT of Texas, spent
seevral weeks helping with
xne construction work.

aCK UNDERWOOD of Cali
fornia, a builder, came and
supervised all the rough
plumbing and wiring. Later
tie returned and set the
plumbing fixtures and did
more on the wiring.

GEORGE LEWIS, HARRY
KEJO, and MR. DALE TUCK- -
er (past 60 years of age)
These three came a week be
fore Christmas and worked
for a week. They scraped tne
ice off the scaffolding and
kept working, putting on the
drop siding and roof. Mr.
Lewis will be back and lay
the plastic floors for us, later.

WMJUAIRD NIUSS from Wis
consin helped for one week.

EIGHT OF OUR OLDER
BOYS AND GIRLS spent the
three summer months run
ning the sawmill, sawing out
the rough lumber for the
Home. This was summer be
fore last.

Last summer the FOUR
OLDER BOYS dug the foun-
dation and carried the cement
to the men as the foundation
was laid.

One of our fourth grade
boys carried water all sum
mer 10 xne men that were
working.

LEE HAMBLIN, our oldest
boy (now in the army) work-
ed on the ibuilding for a year
before going into the army:
He spent all of his first fur
lough working there. He told
us when he left that as soon,
as he could get another fur
lough he would be home to
work some, more.

Several of the Kentucky
men who have worked on the1
building have donated some
tune or given a tithe of their
labor they are:

Philip Hall
Jack Brown
Aswell Cornett
Beckham Fields

Those who have .promised
their services as soon as we
are ready for tKem are:

MR. SMITH of California,
will fly back and do the paint-
ing and decorating. He will
paint the building inside and
out. Of course we will have
to hire men to help him be-
cause it would take too long
for one man to do all this
alone.

MR. GEORGE LEWIS o f
Kansas, will come as soon as
we are ready for him. He will
lay the plastic tile floors
they will be in every room ex-
cept the living room. Put the
plastic tile on the walls of the
bathrooms and showers.

WHAT WE NEED:
We have' very, very little

furniture that we can use af
ter we move. We lost all of
our furniture in the fire and
have just nailed things to--

gether here to hold us over
until we could get a place
built.

Twin Beds All alike.
Dressers and Chests, of

Drawers Different rooms
can be different but we would
like the things in each room
to match.

Living Room Furniture
We have almost $200 toward
this but we would like to fix
the living room up real nice
because this is where the old-

er children will entertain
their friends and they are
very anxious to have it nice.

Dining Room Tables and
Chairs We would like
these all alike. We will need
high-chair- s, youth chairs and
standard chairs.

Twin Sheets.
Pillow Cases.
Bedspreads 'Chenille o

Bates so they can be washed.
Dresser Scarfs.
Electric Stoves and two

Electric Ovens (Must be

Little'Waifs Who Have Come
To Home Love Care
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PATSY ANN two years old.

Hazard, Kentucky
January 15, 1955

These two precious little
lives Aiin Melton,
two years old, and
Melton, eight old. Al-
though younger, Harold is the
larger one and is on the
These two little ones were
found a neighbor woman

had heard them scream-
ing, and rushing over to

the trouble, discovered
children who 'had been beaten
to unconsciousness and left

dead. doctor at the
Hospital where the

children were immediately
Daddy Ragsdale

in all the years of
practice, he 'has never taken

such a pitiful case.
They were covered with blood
and dirt and practically

having been on a diet
raw beans. To that they
are both very anemic and
fering from malnutrition hard
ly describes their sad condi
tion. Harold had a gash in his
head and a fractured skull.
Patsy Ann has a brain-co- n

cussion. Both have many spots
their little backs where

they have been with

very, very large ones).
Electric Mixer Commer-

cial Size.
Electric Irons.
Kitchen Cabinets.
Light Fixtures for every

except nursery and hall.
Floor Lamps, Table Lamps,

Two Just
The For and

Clocks, End Tables,.
etc. For the rooms so they
will look and be like a real
home.

Playground Equipment
We want to a pony too
the little ones ride as soon
as we can.

Pianos Most the chil-

dren have real talent but few
can take lessons when he have
only one to practice on.

Cookers

Table Cloths for the dining
room There would have to
be eight just alike. The table
will have formica tops but on
special occasions we would
like nice table cloths for
them.

eight months old.

lighted cigarettes. They had
black eyes and many bruised
spots from beatings.

The mother was arrested
and tried by the Hazard court
for and battery. At
the trial, Mr. Davis, our State
Child Welfare worker, stepped
in and took two children
from the mother, asking us to
take the little things. How
could we refuse? So the court
has signed them over to us.

We went to the city jail to j

see the and get a case
history of the children our
records. The mother will re-

main in the city jail until cir-

cuit court sits in February.
My heart went out to that
young mother (age 20) for I
could see she had never been

the way of Life. We
an hour together locked
two iron doors. At first,

she was cold and bitter, but
before long God undertook
and she cried the remainder
of the time. The babies have

legal She had been
living with a year-ol- d

married man. Do pray
hre salvation.

Wednesday, December 29th,
we in to see the two ba- -

air. and Mrs. J. S. Ragsdale are pictured here holding the young-
sters after they took them under their care. Most assuredly one
can see at a glance the remarkable change In their little lives.
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bies who are still in the hos-
pital. We ;found that Harold
was doing "as well as could be
expected. The doctor says . it
is a miracle that he lived, be-
cause there was only a thin
tissue between the end of the
gash and the brain. He said
that most babies would have
died immediately. Patsy Ann
is still runmng quite a temper-
ature. The poor little thing is
so weak and starved that her
head is too large and heavy
for her strength. Her body is
smaller than that of a

baby. She can sit
up but has never been able to
walk. When I said '"Hello,
Patsy," she looked at me and
put out her frail little hand.
I asked permission, and the
nurse let me hold her for a
long time. She seemed happy
and contented and patted my
hand as I held her. When the
nurse came to give her some
medicine and I had to put her
back in bed, she cried a bit,
but when we left she said
'bye" and waved. Harold slept
through it all and is gaining
daily.

We hope to bring the babies
Home in about a week now if
Patsy Ann's temperature goes
down. These little ones will
need much care and love.
Pray for me as I strive to let
God work through me. It was
necessary for us to buy four
more- crib beds for them.
Two for the bedroom we
squeezed them in someway
and the other two I will put in
the dining room and kitchen
so that I can have them near
me while I cook or work at
my desk. Two of the beds were
cheap ones which we got for
$7.00 each. I want you to
know that your gifts are be-
ing used for children such as
these. God will surely re
ward you. Pray that they will
know Him as Saviour and
Lord at an early age.

Now about the new Home.
The first of December, we had
to lay all the men off because
of finances and the cold,
snowy weather. About ten
days before Christmas we re-
ceived a letter from Mr.
George Lewis of Kansas, say-

ing that he and two carpent-
ers were coming to work for
a week and that they were
writing Mr. Lupoid of Okla
homa to come with them. (Mr.
Lupoid was here this summer
for quite a while.) In the let-
ter was a check for $500.00
from the Keir Trust Fund.
You'll never know what this
letter meant to us. We had
been praying for this amount,
to finish paying all our bills,
especially the rough electric
wiring. A couple of days later
the three men from Kansas
and' Mr. Lupoid arrived. Talk
about weather! We really had
it that week, but it didn't stop
these men of God. They soxap--
ed the ice off the scaffolding
and worked while it was sleet-
ing and finished putting on
the drop siding. They worked
from daylight until dark, then
came down here after supper
to visit with us and the chil-
dren. They asked Daddy Rags-
dale to get the shingles for
the roof so that if the Lord
gave them a day of sunshine,
they could put them on. Dad
dy Ragsdale felt embarrassed,
but not for long because he
was handed another $500.00
check from Ythe Kejr Trust
Fund. Do you know that we
couldn't buy enough shingles
in Hazard of any one kind to
cover our roof? This was a
shock to the lumber yard
and wholesale houses for they
all thought they carried a lot
in stock. They just didn't
realize that our house was so
big. We didn't have a day of
sunshine so they didn't need
the shingles after all. (But we
now have them on Sunshine
Mountain and will 'be putting
them on soon.) While these
men were here, Daddy Rags-
dale put the crew of local men
back on and 'they are still
working. Now that the place
is all enclosed and two coal
stoves have been set up, they
can work every day. Over
Christmas God sent in several
nice checks and a number of
small ones so the men will
continue to work as long as
(Continued On Back Page)


