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TV SCHEDULE
Saturday — 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

(NBC Sports)
Results and tee times, Page C2

MEDINAH, Ill. — Keegan 
Bradley made Friday at the 
Ryder Cup feel like the best 
day of his life, and it wasn’t 
too shabby for the rest of the 
Americans.

Bradley led a strong per-
formance by rookies on both 
teams at Medinah by teaming 
with Phil Mickelson for two 
wins against Europe’s best 
two partnerships. Even with 
Tiger Woods getting shut out 
on opening day for the fourth 
time, the United States took a 
big step toward regaining the 
cup with a 5-3 lead.

Next up for Woods is a ses-
sion on the sideline.

Sticking to his plan of not 
wanting his players worn out 
by the end of the week, U.S. 
captain Davis Love III decided 
to bench Woods for the first 
time in his Ryder Cup career, 
ending his streak of playing 31 
consecutive matches.

As for Bradley? His energy 
is boundless.

Mickelson took Bradley 
under his wing last year for a 
series of money games at the 
majors to prepare the 26-year-
old from New England for a 
stage like this. And did he ever 
deliver. He was into every shot, 
cocking his head to the side to 
read putts, charging up the gal-
lery and Mickelson in a com-
mand performance.

“This is literally what I’ve 
dreamt about since I was a lit-
tle kid,” Bradley said. “I got to 
do it next to my idol all day.”

Bradley holed a 25-foot bird-
ie putt in morning foursomes to 
hand Luke Donald and Sergio 
Garcia their first loss ever in 
Ryder Cup foursomes. Next up 
were Rory McIlroy and Graeme 
McDowell, and the Americans 
won the first three holes. Mick-
elson wasn’t there only for sup-
port. Right when Europe was 
trying to rally, the four-time 
major champion closed it out 
with a 7-iron to 2 feet that was 
conceded for birdie.

“Phil is a smart guy,” Love 
said. “He knows how to pick 
partners.”

It was a day Bradley didn’t 
want to end.

“Oh, baby, I wish we could 
go 36 more,” Bradley said.

He wasn’t the only rookie 

to shine on a mild day in the 
Chicago suburbs. Nicolas Col-
saerts, the 29-year-old from 
Belgium, helped Europe avoid 
getting shut out in afternoon 
fourballs by single-handedly 
taking down Woods and Steve 
Stricker. 

Colsaerts made eight bird-
ies and an eagle — a 10-under 
62 if he was keeping score on 
his own. He teamed with Lee 
Westwood, who was just along 
for this amazing ride for a 1-up 
victory that ended 11 hours of 
enormous cheers and plenty 
of American red on the leader-
board.

“I don’t think there has ever 
been a better debut than that,” 
Westwood said.

Woods and Stricker also lost 
to Ian Poulter and Justin Rose 
in morning foursomes, mak-
ing this the fourth time in the 
seven Ryder Cups that Woods 
has played that he lost both 
matches on the opening day.

There was nothing Woods 
could do against Colsaerts, 
the biggest hitter in Europe 
who isn’t too bad with the 
putter, either.

“Nicolas probably had one 
of the greatest putting rounds 
I’ve ever seen,” Woods said.

Woods turned in a mixed 
performance. He missed a 
6-foot birdie putt on the 15th 
to fall 2 down, and then came 
back with a bending, 25-foot 

birdie putt on the 16th and a 
shot into 4 feet on the 17th 
that looked as if it might 
square the match. Instead, 
Colsaerts rolled in a 25-foot 
birdie putt for a halve. Woods 
had a 12-foot birdie putt on 
the 18th to halve the match, 
only it caught the left lip.

“We ran into a guy who 
made everything today,” 
Woods said. “I don’t know 
what he shot. He was like 
7 under through 10. I quit 
counting after that.”

Love said he told Woods 
and Stricker they would be 
sitting out the foursomes 
matches Saturday morning, 
“and I can guarantee you, nei-
ther one of them are very hap-
py about it. Not because they 
are sitting out; because they 
have to wait till tomorrow af-
ternoon to come back.”

European captain Jose Ma-
ria Olazabal set himself up for 
second-guessing when he sat 
out Donald, Garcia and Poulter 
for the afternoon matches. 
They have a combined 31-13-5 
record in the Ryder Cup.

Olazabal put Donald and 
Westwood together for Satur-
day morning, while Colsaerts 
will play with Garcia. McIlroy 
and McDowell will play for a 
third time, although the Span-
ish captain said the pairings 
were not the problem.

“I’m going to make it clear 
to the boys that they need to 
step it up,” he said. “They need 
to play better golf, simple as 
that. There is no secret about 
this game. You have to make 
more birdies than your oppo-
nent. And if you don’t do that, 
you’re going to struggle.”

Mickelson set an American 
record by playing in his ninth 
Ryder Cup, and he won his 
opening two matches for the 
first time in his career. 

Mickelson came up with 
some big putts and amazing 
shots, and the 42-year-old felt 
about 10 years younger playing 
alongside Bradley, who turned 
into a rock star at Medinah, es-
pecially on the par-3 13th, per-
haps the toughest tee shot be-
cause it was long and into the 
wind. He hit it to 15 feet left 
of the flag, and as the crowd 
chanted, “USA! USA!” Bradley 
nodded at them repeatedly.

ROOKIES ON BOTH TEAMS TAKE SPOTLIGHT 

U.S. takes 5-3 lead 
on opening day

By Doug Ferguson
Associated Press

RYDER CUP

Keegan Bradley nearly made a long eagle putt on the 15th hole during a four-ball match in Ryder 
Cup play Friday. Bradley, a U.S. Ryder cup rookie, teamed with Phil Mickelson for two wins.

DAVID J. PHILLIP | ASSOCIATED PRESS

European fans 
watched their 
team miss a 
putt Friday 
during the 
first round of 
the Ryder Cup 
at Medinah 
Country Club 
in Medinah, 
Ill. The United 
States took 
a 5-3 lead 
after the 
teams split 
the morning 
rounds 2-2.

BRIAN CASSELLA 
MCCLATCHY-

TRIBUNE

Europe’s Rory McIlroy, paired 
with Graeme McDowell, went 
1-1 on the first day, including a 
loss to Mickelson-Bradley.

CHARLIE RIEDEL | ASSOCIATED PRESS
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FRANKFORT’S
DEALMAKER!

925 Versailles Road
Frankfort

Call Jim Hughey at

1-866-695-8166

All prices plus tax and license. Dealer keeps all incentives and rebates.

Jim Hughey

2012 CHRYSLER 200
TOURING SEDAN

Auto.

2012 JEEP WRANGLER
SPORT 4X4

Several to choose.

AS LOW AS

$21,999

AS LOW AS

$15,900

AS LOW AS

$16,617

AS LOW AS

$23,477

AS LOW AS

$23,166

AS LOW AS

$21,796

AS LOW AS

$17,955

AS LOW AS

$19,877

AS LOW AS

$28,104

AS LOW AS

$22,800

AS LOW AS

$20,566

AS LOW AS

$35,578

2013 DODGE AVENGER
SE SEDAN

Auto.

2013 DODGE
CHALLENGER SXT

5 speed, auto.

2013 DODGE
CHARGER SE SEDAN

Auto, V6.

ALL NEW! 2013 DODGE
DART SXT

4 cylinder.

2013 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN SE

Auto, V6.

2013 DODGE
JOURNEY SE

4 speed auto.

2013 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE LAREDO

Auto, V6

2012 JEEP LIBERTY
SPORT

V6

2012 RAM 1500
REG. CAB ST

Auto

2012 RAM 2500
CREW CAB ST

6 speed manual

0%
APR AVAILABLE

ON SELECT MODELS


