
Terrorism has been the 
norm for Native 

Americans since 1492
Sept. 24 was National Native American 

Day. They were the great people who first 
lived on this land now known as America. 
They loved and treated their Mother Earth 
with respect. About everything they owned 
has been stolen from them. The land has 
been damaged and in some areas destroyed.

The great Cherokee Nation who tried 
to help and work with the white man over 
100 years ago was stabbed in the back and 
betrayed for a few pieces of gold, not silver. 
Does this sound familiar?

During the battle of New Orleans, the 
Cherokees saved Andrew Jackson only to 
have him and his friends stab them in the 
back. Not much different than today.

This low-life Jackson did not prevent them 
from being dragged from their homes and 
marched over the Trail of Tears in 1838. Out 
of approximately 16,000 souls who began the 
winter march, about half died from exposure, 
disease and outright murder.

A soldier who was made to go on the Trail 
of Tears wrote many years later in his diary 
that it was the most disgusting thing he ever 
witnessed. He said many of the Cherokee 
ladies who were pregnant were bayonetted 
through the stomach and left to die.

My wife’s ancestors marched. Our son is 
named Joseph after the last warring Chief 
Joseph of the Nez Perce tribe.

Fighting terrorism since 1492.
Bill Manuel

Lexington

Outlaw the circus
So the circus has come and gone.
Do the parents who take their children 

to the circus tell them how they train the 
animals to perform? Or do they just leave out 
that part? I have read that physical punish-
ment is often their training method.

Circuses have been outlawed in some cit-
ies. Why doesn’t Lexington do the same?

Lucille Taylor
Lexington

Personnel board political
Perhaps I, along with Clint Eastwood and 

Sen. John McCain, have become just another 
angry old man. But this has been fueled by 
yet another case where state government has 
shirked its responsibility.

I understand that the Kentucky Personnel 
Board removed an operations manager in the 
corrections department when it determined 
the state merit employment system had 
been usurped, once again. The individual in 
question had been recommended by House 
Democratic Majority Leader Rocky Adkins 
and then the corrections commissioner, 
LaDonna Thompson, put him in place of 
the person originally chosen for the job. Of 
course, everyone denies political pressure 
had anything to do with this, and even the 
Personnel Board decided Adkins did nothing 
inappropriate.

So what we have here is a situation where 
an original merit employee was fired; a politi-

cal hack was put in his place but subsequent-
ly was removed because it was determined 
that the hiring was “inappropriate.” Yet no 
one was determined to be responsible for this 
dubious activity; not the commissioner, not 
the House Democrat and certainly not the 
board members who voted just to forget the 
whole thing.

It should be noted that Adkins even re-
fused to honor the subpoena for the hearing 
on this subject, claiming that it was improp-
erly served. His disregard of a legal subpoena 
also apparently had no consequences. “No 
problem here folks, nothing to see, just move 
along, please.”

And the people in Frankfort wonder why 
they are held in such low regard by the 
public. 

John Johnson
Carlisle

Biblical view of marriage
It’s time to read your Bible again, says 

Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson in the Sept. 
15 Herald-Leader (“Bishop writes of what he 
knows: gay marriage”), so I did and present 
the following.

Trying to understand his view is not 
easy for me. He says, “Not only did I love 
my wife, but I loved being married.” So he 
divorced her, remarries and this time he is 
the wife. “Whosoever shall put away his wife 
saving for the cause of fornication causeth 
her to commit adultery,” Matthew 5:32. 

So what is a wife? Webster dictionary 
says, “a married woman.” And if I counted 
correctly the word wife appears in the Bible 
396 times and each time as a woman. The 
word husband appears 120 times and each 
time as a man.

Earl H. Stewart
Grayson
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By Paschal Baute 
“You know all Catholics are going to 

hell,” my mother-in-law told my wife after we 
married.  

“But mother, there are a lot of Catholics 
in the world,” she replied.  

“Honey,” said her mother, “heaven won’t 
be crowded.”  Then she added, “It’s my duty 
to judge others.” 

Much later, after being in our home many 
times, she mellowed remarkably.

Growing up Catholic in a small Kentucky 
town, we were taught and believed that all 
Protestants were going to hell. The “we-
they, white-versus-black” dichotomy was so 
strong. Catholic boys were forbidden to join 
the Boy Scouts because all the troop leaders 
were Protestant. Religion invites us to make 

our world views absolute. Is 
this still the main challenge 
of our civilization?

In both the West and the 
East, religious faith has as-
sumed a monopoly on God’s 
favor. The result has fueled 
wars, crusades, inquisitions, 
massive killing and now, 
suicide bombers. Religious 
persecution was so bad in 
Europe that inhabitants of 
12 of our original 13 colo-
nies crossed oceans to find 
religious freedom.

The superior privilege of Christian faith 
encouraged us to view native Americans 
as savages and so justify our actual geno-
cides. Because the Bible accepted slavery, 
Christians justified the mass importation of 
Africans for slave labor in the cotton fields 
of the South. We fought a great and terrible 
Civil War, each region believing “God is on 
our side.” Nazi Germany had 20 million 
Catholics and 40 million Lutherans. Some 
worshiped even in sight of the smoke of the 
crematoriums where 6 million Jews perished.

Each of the major faiths still claims a mo-
nopoly on the mysteries of God. This claim, 
I suggest, is the source of much hate and 
violence everywhere, not just in the Middle 
East. This “power over” attitude easily trick-
les down into political discourse. Rancor, 
stereotyping, labeling, misrepresentation and 
even lying are justified politically. We can too 
easily demonize those who think differently. 
Cable news and talk radio are full of this. 

All the Abraham religions — Hebrew, 
Christian and Muslim — are guilty of these 
exclusive claims today. When we are raised 
in such cultures, we can easily transfer the 
absolute claims to other views, moral, social 
and political. We are so sure of our point 
of view that we do not need to listen to 
strangers. Civil discourse becomes almost 
impossible.

Yet Abraham kept his tent open on all 
four sides so he and Sarah could see strang-
ers coming from all directions and so have 
food ready to welcome them. The Hebrew 
Bible commands us to “love the stranger” 
some 36 times. Is it time for religious lead-
ers to surrender the exclusive claims of their 
traditions? This claim divides the world into 
“us” versus “they” — assuming privilege 
from God. Yet faith can only be truly ac-
cepted as a gift, as an obligation. We are 
commanded to love one another, even and 
especially, those who are different from us. 

Our country was the first in history to be 
founded on principle rather than power. We 
claim power is from the people, not from the 
top down. Have we outsourced conscience? 
Should Americans be the first to remind all 
leaders, “All humans are created in God’s im-
age. We have the God-given freedom to find 
our own way.”  God now speaks in 7.000 
different languages — not merely through 
the King James version of the bible.

My favorite quote from Christian tradi-
tion is from Gregory of Nyssa: ”Concepts 
create idols; only wonder and awe under-
stand anything.” When we accept the incred-
ible gift of faith, we are empowered with 
a vision of compassion, hope, forgiveness 
and graciousness. In contrast, the exclusive 
claims of religion divide us. Sadly, they are 
causing us to lose a generation of young 
people from our faith communities. 

Human nature seeks power, but religion 
and power do not mix. We should stand up 
to religious leaders whose teachings serve to 
divide us. Can any of us presume to under-
stand the heart of God if we have no heart 
for those who are unlike us?

True faith 
requires 

acceptance, 
openness
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