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NEW ORLEANS — Freshman Mar-
quis Teague will start at point guard
for the University of Kentucky to-
night in the Final Four.

But it wasn’t long ago that Teague
thought he would be wearing the oth-
er uniform, noting that he told Uni-
versity of Louisville coach Rick Piti-
no several times he was going to sign
with the Cardinals before later
choosing to go with the Wildcats.

“At the end of the day, I had to
make the best choice for me,” he said.

Teague, a McDonald’s All Ameri-
can from Indianapolis Pike, said he
was close — several times — to mak-
ing an announcement that he was
headed to U of L.

One of those times was about 15
minutes after Edgar Sosa hit the
game-winning 3-pointer to beat UK
on Jan. 4, 2009. Indianapolis’ Ryan
Taylor and Michael Chandler both
committed to U of L in the locker
room that night. Teague also was on
an unofficial visit for the game.

“When I was a sophomore, I
thought I was going to Louisville,”
Teague said. “I told the (U of L)
coaches that I was coming, but my
dad told me to wait and make sure
and I just ended up changing my
mind.

“I’m really happy with my deci-
sion.”

Behanan: No regrets
U of L freshman forward Chane

Behanan made a proclamation Dec.
19 that he caught some flak for.

“We're the No. 1 team in the coun-
try in my eyes, and like I said, we're
going undefeated,” he said. “Point
blank, period.”

The Cardinals didn’t go undefeat-
ed but have made it to the Final Four.
And Behanan said he has never re-

gretted his words.
“At the time, we were on a roll and

undefeated,” he said Thursday. “A lot
was going through my mind, and I
thought the way we were playing and
the performances from Peyton Siva
at the time, we could have made a
run.

“Peyton picked up his game at the
right time, and I think we all feed off
Peyton. Coach (Rick) Pitino brought
(the comment) up to me one time, and
then we dropped it right then. Thanks
for reminding me; now I’m going to
tell him that I don’t regret saying it
right after this (Final Four appear-
ance).”

Buckles frustrated
Three Cardinals — Mike Marra,

Rakeem Buckles and Stephan Van
Treese — have missed much of the
season with knee injuries.

Buckles, a junior from Miami,

said he’s trying to keep his spirits
high despite being frustrated that
he’s missing the biggest game of his
career.

“I am so happy we made it, even
though I am watching right now,”
Buckles said. “It really sucks to
watch, but it’s a great experience.”

Hood practicing
UK junior Jon Hood suffered a

torn knee ligament last summer and
said it’s been difficult to watch the
Wildcats’ run to the Final Four from
the sidelines.

But the 6-foot-7 Hood was recent-
ly cleared to participate in some ac-
tivities at practice and said this week
he has gone through all the individual
workouts.

“No contact yet,” he said. “But it
feels good and it doesn’t hurt. I will be
able to do some agility drills and pick-
up games in June.”

Davis update
UK 6-foot-10 freshman Anthony

Davis had a big morning in the Big
Easy.

He started off having breakfast
with basketball legend Oscar Robert-
son, the namesake of the trophy that
Davis won as the U.S. Basketball
Writers Association’s Player of the
Year. Two and half hours later, Davis
picked up another shiny new spoil of
his special season: The Associated
Press’ College Basketball Player of
the Year.

Speaking of Davis, his injured left
knee has been a hot topic of discus-
sion this week. Davis gave the UK
staff and fans a scare when he collid-
ed with Baylor’s Perry Jones III early
in the second half of the game.

Several times this week Davis
said his knee was “fine.”

Several teammates said Friday
they’re not worried.

“He’s doing everything he always
does: blocking shots, catching alley-
oops, running the floor,” Teague said.
“He looks great.”

FINAL FOUR NOTEBOOK

CATS’ TEAGUE NEARLY
OPTED FOR CARDINAL RED
By Jody Demling
and Kyle Tucker
jdemling@courier-journal.com
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The University of Kentucky’s Anthony
Davis is awarded the Associated Press
College Basketball Player of the Year
honors at the Marriott Hotel in New
Orleans on Friday morning. SAM
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NEW ORLEANS — A lot
of eyes will be on the Final
Four matchup between
Louisville and Kentucky
tonight in the Mercedes-
Benz Superdome, and
some of those watching
will be recruits for both
teams.

Both coaches said ear-
lier this week that making
it onto this stage was big
for their brand, and all of
the media attention and
hype can’t hurt recruiting.

“It’s the one day during
the year where there’s
just one game on national
television and everybody
is watching,” CBSSports.-
com recruiting expert
Jeff Borzello said. “It’s a
statement that we are still
the cream of the crop even
with all of these Cinderel-
las popping up. And it’s a
big stage to be on.

“Recruits are watch-
ing, parents are watching,
AAU coaches are watch-
ing. Everybody is watch-
ing one game.”

Kentucky has three
players committed for the
Class of 2012: Willie Cau-
ley and McDonald’s All
Americans Archie Good-
win and Alex Poythress.
The Wildcats expect to
sign more next month and
are recruiting top players
such as Shabazz Muham-
mad, Nerlens Noel, Amile
Jefferson and Anthony
Bennett.

Goodwin said he’s been
paying close attention to
the Wildcats’ run.

“I’m talking to all the
guys,” he said. “They’re
telling me this is the year
for them, and I’m telling
them the same thing and
go get it. I hope they’re
successful this year and
we’re successful next
year regardless of wheth-

er they stay or go to the
NBA.”

Poythress said it’s been
“fun to watch” and noted
that he “can’t wait to get
there next year so we can
try to do the same thing.”

U of L’s only signee in
the ’12 class is Terry
Rozier, and the Cardinals
are not likely to sign any-
one else this spring. Ro-
zier said he’s been watch-
ing.

“It’s like I already play
for them, I am so happy,”
he said. “It’s big for them,
and it’s great for Coach
(Rick) Pitino. They’re fun
to watch because they
bring it.”

The Cardinals have
commitments from junior
guard Anton Gill and
sophomore guard Quentin
Snider. U of L will likely
sign Gill and two others in
the Class of 2013, with the
priority on a post player.

Gill, considered a
top-30 prospect in his
class, saw the Cards play
several times in person
this season. He said mak-
ing the Final Four “shows
why I want to be a part of
that.”

“I live in North Caroli-
na, so I get a lot of ‘Why go
so far?’ or ‘Why Louis-
ville?’ and ‘Why not North
Carolina or N.C. State?’ ”
he said. “But this kind of
sums up the whole thing
for me and why I made the
decision I did with Louis-
ville.”

RECRUITS FIXED
ON CATS, CARDS
Signees excited
for future mates
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

THE NEXT WAVE
A look at Kentucky's and
Louisville's signees thus far in
the 2012 class:

KENTUCKY
William Cauley, C, 7-0, 225
Olathe (Kan.) Northwest
Archie Goodwin, SG, 6-4,
181
Sylvan Hills, Little Rock, Ark.
Alex Poythress, PF, 6-8, 215
Northeast, Clarksville, Tenn.

LOUISVILLE
Terry Rozier, PG, 6-0, 165
Shaker Heights, Ohio

The winner proceeds directly to
Monday night’s national champion-
ship game against either Kansas or
Ohio State. Kentucky is pursuing its
eighth national title but first under
Calipari. Pitino won one of those titles
for the Wildcats in 1996.

But Pitino’s quest is more unlikely.
With a 30-9 team, he is trying to be-
come the first coach to win Division I
titlesat twoschools,andtogiveU of L
a third championship banner to hang
with the ones the Cardinals won in
1980 and ’86.

Theloser?Nobodywantedtodwell
on that topic, especially Calipari and
his guys. They would have a more
daunting time explaining a defeat to
U of L than the Cardinals would have
explaining a stumble against UK,
which is 36-2 and the top overall seed.
The Cardinals are a four-seed. Only
one four-seed (Arizona,1997) has won
this tournament since the NCAA
started seeding the field in 1979.

“We’re not here to have fun or par-
ty or anything like that,” UK senior
Darius Miller said. “We’re trying to
win a championship.”

“You never know, when the ball is

thrown up in the Final Four, who is go-
ing to handle and overcome the ner-
vousness of playing in a Final Four,
and who’s going to be totally focused
in and not bothered by it,” Pitino said.
“You never know.”

What I do know is this:
» That Pitino’s sons and closest

friends say they have never seen him
more at ease before a game this sig-
nificant. He invited about a dozen
guys to his suite Thursday night for a
card game of acey-deucy while sign-
ing off on a trip by his players to the
French Quarter until 11 p.m.

» That the Wildcats defeated
U of L by seven points in Rupp Arena
on New Year’s Eve and are favored by
8½ in the rematch.

» Thatcoachesandplayersonboth
teams have not added a whiff of ugli-
ness to the atmosphere.

During two days of interviews,
players from the two teams have in-
sisted they do not roar at each other
the way the fan bases will today, and
they have the anecdotes to prove it.

U of L guard Russ Smith and UK
guard Doron Lamb were AAU team-
mates in New York City. U of L for-
ward Chane Behanan said he loves
UK freshman Michael Kidd-Gilchrist
like a brother. Ditto for Chicago na-
tives Anthony Davis (UK) and Wayne
Blackshear (U of L). They got along
Thursday night at the NCAA Champi-
ons Dinner, where players from all
four teams were fitted for Final Four
rings.

“After the game we can hang out

and everything,” Lamb said. “But on
the court there ain’t no friendship.
Got to do what I got to do to win the
game.”

What Pitino has appeared to try to
do is create an atmosphere where
most of the hype is beating down on
UK and its six likely NBA draft picks.
UK started this season thinking na-
tional title. U of L started this tourna-
ment trying not to get knocked out in
the first round for the third straight
year.

The Cardinals practiced first Fri-
day, bouncing onto the court at 1 p.m.
Before the players were finished
stretching, U of L fans in the Super-
dome ignited a round of the school’s
trademark C-A-R-D-S cheer.

There was Pitino, drawing his
players into a circle at midcourt to
join the fun. Pitino pumped his right
fist as every letter was called out.

“In St. Louis (in 2005 during
U of L’s last Final Four appearance)
he was like this,” athletic director
Tom Jurich said, wrapping his arms
around his shoulders tightly. “Now
he’s leading the C-A-R-D-S cheer.

“It’s been indescribable. To say
that we expected this, anybody would
be crazy to say that. Who knows
what’s going to happen?”

Who knows, indeed? But an entire
state can’t wait to find out.

Reach Rick Bozich at (502) 582-4650 or
rbozich@courier-journal.com, and read
his blog and previous columns at
www.courier-journal.com/bozich.

BOZICH: ‘On the
court there ain’t
no friendship’
Continued from Page M1

NEW ORLEANS —One year ago this
week, the McDonald’s All American
Game was played in Chicago, and two
Windy City stars were the headlin-
ers.

Anthony Davis and Wayne Black-
shear, two of the best prospects in the
2011 class, had played together since
sixth grade and remain close friends.

The two will be on opposing sides
tonight when Blackshear and his Uni-
versity of Louisville teammates take
on Davis and top-ranked Kentucky in
the Final Four at the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome.

“We’re happy for each other,”
Blackshear said.

“We don’t say nothing about it to
each other,” Davis said. “It’s not like
we say, ‘I’m going to beat you’ or this
or that. We’re just close.”

The 6-foot-10 Davis called Black-
shear his “best friend.” The two start-
ed to bond when they played for the
Chicago Select AAU team.

“After that, we’ve been just like
brothers,” Blackshear said. “We have
stayed close through the years, and
our families are close. I think my
mom is going to meet his mom for
lunch (today). We’re just close like
that.

“We are kind of like the same per-
son. We like video games, we like to
chill and play basketball all day. We
are very similar.”

But the freshman seasons of the
two Chicago stars have been drasti-

cally different. Davis has won every
National Player of the Year award
that has been released to this point,
while Blackshear has struggled
through injuries.

“I’m happy for him,” Blackshear
said. “We’re close friends and we sup-
port each other. It’s been fun to watch
him.”

Blackshear hurt his left shoulder
in the McDonald’s game last year and
injured the right one at the beginning
of this season. He had two surgeries
and has been a spot player since re-
turning for the West Virginia game
on Feb. 11.

“I was at a point that I didn’t even
think I was going to play this year,” he
said. “It’s been real difficult. I just
had to stay focused and stay basket-
ball-grounded. It’s hard, but I have to
be ready because you never know
when you’re going to be called on.”

DAVIS, BLACKSHEAR BEST BUDDIES
Chicago stars bonded
as AAU teammates
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

13905 LACLARA WAY - STONE LAKES SUBDIVISION
$275,000

Sleek and stylish 4-5 BR, 2.5 bath 2 story with professionally FINISHED BASEMENT!
Shows like new! Impressive 2 story entry leads to a spacious great room with

fireplace. Sensational eat in kitchen with new GRANITE countertops, tiled backsplash,
marble floor and new stainless steel appliances! Elegant formal dining room with

trey ceiling. EXQUISITE Owner Suite with trey ceiling and lavish bath with whirlpool
tub, separate shower, double bowl vanity & HUGE walk-in closet. Fantastic finished
basement with gorgeous bar, family room, possible 5th bedroom and bonus room

ideal for a pool table or office. Wonderful fenced backyard with tree line for privacy.
Convenient to expressways, shopping, restaurants, downtown & more!

LaVonne Cottrell 502.693.0499
Lavonne@homesinlouisville.com

Top Producer 15 yrs Experience
Re/Max Properties East • Fax: 502.719.8199
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