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Have you ever been bullied?

28 percent

72 percent

No — 45 votes

Yes — 116 votes

Most widely read local 
stories last week on 

kentuckynewera.com
— Death sparks movement against 

bullying, suicide
— Wife charged with husband’s murder
— Fort Campbell releases information

on slain soldier
— Cadiz woman finds comfort after 

losing son, sister
— Police: Minors performed sex acts online

‘The lines
have been
drawn’
Obama’s backpedaling on
birth control does little to
pacify local group, church

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

The pro-life group Right to Life
Pennyrile has begun a campaign
against President Obama’s health
care legislation regarding contra-
ception and birth control. 

Announced
in late January,
Obama’s bill
o r i g i n a l l y  
required reli-
gious institu-
tions, including
colleges and
hospitals, to
provide free
birth control
and contracep-
tion for their
e m p l o y e e s .
Obama later re-
vised the policy
to state that re-
ligious institu-
tions would not
have to cover
birth control,
but that insur-
ance companies would have to
make it available free of  charge. 

The Catholic Church, which is
against birth control, has opposed
the bill. The United States Confer-
ence of  Catholic Bishops has links
on its website where users can
write to legislators with their
thoughts on the policy. It has also
posted videos from bishops across
the country voicing their opposi-
tion. 

Ron Todd, treasurer for Right to
Life Pennyrile, learned about the
law in late January and felt com-
pelled to act. Browsing the USCCB’s
website later, he saw the link for
writing to legislators and wanted to
adopt the same concept. Working
with Right to Life, he had 500 post-
cards made with language opposing
the law. The postcards were

SEE CONTROL, PAGE A2

Resources available for vets

Todd superintendent
announces retirement

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Mike Kenner, superintendent of
Todd County Public
Schools, announced
he will be retiring
from his post at the
end of  June.

In a Monday post
on his Facebook
page, Kenner said,
“I made it official
tonight. I will retire
at the end of  the
current school year.”

Kenner was hired as Todd County
superintendent in February 2007.
At the time, he was the interim
principal at Todd County Central
High School. He was the eleventh
superintendent for the district since
1934.

Prior to being hired as superin-
tendent, Kenner was a principal
and a teacher in Todd County. 

“It’s time
to stand up
and stand
for what
we believe
in.”

Ron Todd
Treasurer for Right 
to Life Pennyrile n

Kenner

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Fort Campbell discharges 300
to 500 soldiers every month. In
light of  the ongoing withdrawal
from Afghanistan, these num-
bers won’t relent anytime soon,
said Harold Riggins, director of
the Army Career and Alumni
Program at Fort Campbell.

These men and women are
flooding into a poor job market,
their résumés reflecting years
they’ve spent outside the private
sector.

The situation has improved in
recent months. The unemploy-
ment rate among veterans who
served in Iraq or Afghanistan
plummeted last year — from 15.2
percent at the beginning of  2011,
to 9.1 percent as of  last month —
but the rate is still higher than
unemployment among people
who never served in the mili-
tary.

In January, the unemploy-
ment rate for non-veterans was
8.7 percent, the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics reported.

However, the influx of  veter-

ans that will result from the
drawdown in Afghanistan
threatens to bring unemploy-
ment rates back up. In response,
many agencies, from the local to
national levels, are offering
ways to connect soldiers with
potential employers.

“There is no way on God’s
green earth that a veteran
should be unemployed over
somebody who’s never served,”
Riggins said. “It should be better
for these guys.”

In November, President
Obama proposed hefty tax cred-
its for businesses that hire un-
employed veterans from the
post-9/11 era.

In December, the Army
started requiring every soldier

Tax breaks exist for businesses
that put former soldiers to work

SEE RESOURCES, PAGE A2

Office ready to
help in Hoptown

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Unemployment offices
throughout Kentucky are of-
fering free career resources
to all post-9/11 era military
veterans, including former
members of  the National
Guard, as long as they did not
receive a dishonorable dis-
charge.

The Christian County of-
fice is on Riverfront Drive,
near the post office and Hop-
kinsville Police Department.

SEE HELP, PAGE A5
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A vegetable wagon (above) passes through Old Havana. A man (below) watches tourists walk through Rumba Alley in Havana. The alley features Afro-Cuban music and dancing.

THE CUBAN NOTEBOOK n

Crossing a border: Adventure, wild ride through Havana
HAVANA — I had been in Cuba for a

week when I climbed into the back seat of
the small taxi, a boxy Russian Lada, and
put a notebook between my palm and knee.
Carol Lachenman, a recently retired spe-
cial education teacher from Chapel Hill,
N.C., took the seat beside
me, and her sister, Jeanne
Lemkau, slide into the front
with the driver. Windows
down, we jolted from a hill
at the front of  Hotel Tulipan
and headed into the night.

Quickly, the noise of  Ha-
vana and a warm breeze
filled the car. The exhaust
from hundreds of  vehicles
was a minor annoyance
after several days to adjust
to the pollution. The taxi had a jerky
bounce to it, and old cars all around us
belched and rattled and squealed. A mo-ped
turned a corner with our taxi, and keeping
pace, it whined about a foot from my left
ear. It sounded as if  Havana was inside the
car with us. It felt that way also. I loved the
noise and energy.

“There is certainly a carbon monoxide
issue,” Carol said.

I was expecting an adventure. Cuba had
not disappointed me so far. It was coming.

Jeanne leaned toward the driver, and

JENNIFER
P. BROWN n

SEE CUBA, PAGE A5

In January, New Era Opinion Editor Jen-
nifer P. Brown spent 11 days in Cuba. She
traveled with 26 other Americans who ob-
tained people-to-people visas on an arts and
culture trip organized by Witness for Peace
and the Latin American Working Group.
Both organizations want the United States
to lift the embargo that prohibits most trade
and financial dealings with Cuba. The 

e m b a r g o
turned 50
years old
this month.

This se-
ries will continue
next week with columns and
photographs in the Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday editions of  the New Era.

About this column

To have
and 

to hold
SEE INSIDE

Gov. Beshear: 
‘No significant 

damage’ to piers
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Eyes on the podium
Title hopes alive for 4
local grapplers in state
wrestling tournament
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