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Do you believe the legislature 
will authorize a referendum on 
expanded gambling?
Yes, 57% No, 42%
Total votes: 33
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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BY NASSER KARIMI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — An 
Iranian court has convicted 
an American man of work-
ing for the CIA and sen-
tenced him to death, state 
radio reported today, in a 
case adding to the acceler-
ating tension between the 
United States and Iran.

Iran charges that as a 
former U.S. Marine, Amir 
Mirzaei Hekmati received 
special training and served 
at U.S. military bases in Iraq 
and Afghanistan before 
heading to Iran for his al-
leged intelligence mission. 

The radio report did not say 
when the verdict was is-
sued. Under Iranian law, he 
has 20 days to appeal.

The 28-year-old former 
military translator was 
born in Arizona and grad-
uated from high school in 
Michigan. His family is of 
Iranian origin. His father, 
a professor at a communi-
ty college in Flint, Michi-
gan, has said his son is not a 
CIA spy and was visiting his 
grandmothers in Iran when 
he was arrested.

His trial took place as 
the U.S. announced new, 

BY SHANNON MCCAFFREY 
AND STEVE PEOPLES
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALEM, N.H. (AP) — For-
mer House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich demanded to-
day that Republican presi-
dential rival Mitt Romney 
tell the public more about 
how he operated as a ven-
ture capitalist, saying the 
GOP can’t have a nominee 
who will be vulnerable to 
Obama campaign charges 
of corporate raiding.

Gingrich said he hasn’t 
seen a new campaign fi lm 

that will be aired by a super 
PAC in his behalf in South 
Carolina, a production that 
faults the former Massa-
chusetts governor as a ruth-
less corporate raider whose 
work often led to pink slips 
for workers.

Gingrich said on NBC’s 
“Today” show that Rom-
ney “owes us a report on his 
stewardship” of Bain Capi-
tal in the last several years. 
In weekend debates, Gin-
grich and Romney crossed 
rhetorical swords over each 

Uptown co-owner 
Paula Arnold, left,  

praises stylist 
Sandie Eastman 

for being a cut 
above the rest.
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Noteworthy disparity
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Gary Johnson plays the organ at First Presbyterian Church. He is The Capital City Chorale director 
and the choir director, organist and pianist at the church.

BY AMY KAUFMAN 
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES – After last 
year’s frightening box of-
fi ce results, 2012 began on a 
more positive note with the 
surprise success of a low-
budget horror f lick made 
by two former Kentuckians. 
“The Devil Inside,” written 
by Brent Bell and Matthew 

Peterman of Lexington and 
directed by Bell, far exceed-
ed industry expectations 
upon its debut this weekend, 
collecting $34.5 million, ac-
cording to an estimate from 
distributor Paramount Pic-
tures. 

Heading into the week-
end, pre-release audience 
surveys had indicated that 
the movie would gross no 
more than $15 million do-
mestically. 

Instead, the movie – the 
only new release to hit the-
aters nationwide this week-

end – easily unseated “Mis-
sion: Impossible – Ghost 
Protocol” from the No. 1 
spot. After two weekends in 
the top position, the fourth 
installment in the Tom 
Cruise action franchise 
came in second with $20.5 
million. 

Since its release in mid-
December, the movie has 
racked up a strong total of 
$170.2 million. Because 
of the robust ticket sales, 
weekend receipts were up 
29 percent compared with 
the same period in 2011. 

That was welcome news for 
the industry after year-end 
results revealed that tick-
et  sales tumbled roughly 3 
percent in 2011, while atten-
dance fell to a 16-year low.

“The Devil Inside,” about 
a woman filming a docu-
mentary about exorcisms 
and her mother’s involve-
ment in them, probably will 
end up being a financial 
winner for Paramount. The 
studio acquired the movie 
for only $1 million, not in-
cluding marketing costs. 
Lorenzo di Bonaventura, 

the film’s executive pro-
ducer, said the fi lmmaking 
team kept the movie’s bud-
get at $950,000 by shooting 
in Romania and having staff 
members take on multiple 
jobs.

The team behind the 
movie initially tried to sell it 
through foreign sales agents 
but had difficult finding 
buyers. For a year it had no 
traction. Di Bonaventura 
heard about the movie and 
brought it to Paramount, 
where he has a produc-

DOWN ON THEIR LUCK 
STYLIST HELPS THOSE 

BY JORDAN SMITH
JSMITH@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

G
ary Johnson directs 
The Capital City 
Chorale, and he 
conducts the vocal 

and handbell choirs at First 
Presbyterian Church. He 
also plays the organ, piano 
and trombone. He is a mem-
ber of the American Guild of 
Organists, and he’s been the 
musical director at two other 
churches. 

Gary is a self-taught mas-
ter, has been a technique in-
structor to hundreds and is 
the son of a musical prodigy.

But the day-to-day real-
ity for Gary Johnson?  He’s a 
computer programmer.  

Gary, a lifelong Frankfort 
resident, graduated with a 
physics degree from Ken-
tucky State University and 
spends his days in front of a 
computer in the Common-
wealth Offi ce of Technology 
writing programs for state 
government departments 
and agencies.

The disparity between 
musical notes and gigabytes 
doesn’t compute until you 
hear why the 65-year-old says 
he loves his job as much as he 
loves music.

“Computer programming 
is like an art,” he says with 
an enthusiasm that spills out 
gradually from his calm de-
meanor.  

“It’s not a cut and dry 
thing,” he offers convincing-
ly. “There’s a lot of leeway. It’s 
a very creative kind of job.”

If the man can fi nd an ar-

Programmer/ 
pianist loves his 
job as much as 
making music
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Death sentence 
for American 
caught in Iran 
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Constant attacks 
on Romney worth 
the risk for Gingrich
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Kentuckians come up with an unexpected box offi ce hit

See ‘DEVIL INSIDE’, A7

‘Devil Inside’ way 
more popular than 
industry planned
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