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Foster care a
rewarding opportunity

Dear Editor,
Imagine a world in which the

concept of “family” is turned on
its head.

A world in which you are
forced to pack your belongings
and move to a new home and a
new family, often without your
brothers and sisters who are
being placed in other foster
homes.

And imagine you are the new
family taking in a child who is
confused, rootless and mostly
angry.

Very little imagination is re-
quired if you are one of the al-
most 7,000 Kentucky children in
foster care or one of the foster
families who open up their hearts
and homes.

April is Child Abuse Prevention
Month, and May is Foster Care
Month.

To many, these two topics are
one and the same. They are times
to honor our foster families and
to acknowledge the children in

foster care who deserve a loving
secure home.

Foster Care Month provides an
opportunity to celebrate the fos-
ter families that provide safe, sta-
ble and supportive homes for the
children and youth who are un-
able to live with their birth fami-
lies.

Children in foster care feel
more secure and are likely to do
better in school when they are
able to stay in the community
where they are growing up.

Reasons cited by people who
choose to become foster parents
include a desire to change tomor-
row’s future by helping children
today; a love of children and fam-
ily; and a desire to give back to
their community.

Our entire nation came to-
gether and rallied around the
children of the victims from Sept.
11, 2001.

Show you care for all children
whose parents cannot care for
them — find out how you, too,
can make a difference for a child
in foster care.

It is one of the most rewarding
opportunities available. For more

information on how to become a
foster parent please call Omni Vi-
sions Therapeutic Foster Care
today at 859-514-6022.

Please open up your heart and
home to a child in foster care
whose family is in crisis.

Nancy Cunningham
Licensing/Training

Coordinator,
Omni Visions, Inc.

Lexington

Why are schools
out of copy paper?

Dear Editor,
I have just finished reading an

email being circulated on behalf
of George Rogers Clark High
School. This letter states that
GRC is out of copy paper, and will
not be ordering more. It goes on
to state that teachers are in des-
perate need of copy paper to fin-
ish out the year. If you are able,
please send some in with your
child.

As a taxpaying citizen of Clark
County and grandmother to a

child that never has a textbook
but rather is taught with hand-
outs copied by her teachers, I
wonder how this child of mine is
going to be taught the rest of the
year.

What happened to all the
money that was paid for school
supplies at the beginning of the
year? I bought my textbooks
when I was in high school, and
the teachers did not need to
make so many copies. Why don’t
we have enough books to go
around? For the life of me I can-
not understand how you can run
a school or any other business
without copy paper.

What kind of people are run-
ning our schools, and what can
be done to see that textbooks are
available for every child?

How are the teachers going to
teach without copies?

I’m baffled at how this could
have happened and why there is
no money for copy paper. Do we
need an audit of our school sys-
tem to see where all the money
went? I’m certainly in favor of it.

Velva Hall
Winchester

Party on, Tea-Partier dudes!
Don’t sacrifice the “possi-

ble” for the “perfect.”
That’s the latest and great-

est advice a Bowling Green Daily
News editorial delivered to those
affiliated with the Tea Party
movement — via a “memo.”

The editorial pointed to 2010
elections in Nevada and
Delaware — elections where Tea
Partiers passionately backed can-
didates not supported by the po-
litical establishment.

These candidates won their
primaries but eventually lost to
leftist Democrats.

Citing polls indicating that
those defeated in the primaries
could have come out victorious in
the general election, the editorial
concluded: “These are two seats
that the Republicans may well
have picked up had the Tea Party
stayed out of those particular
races.”

But this shows a shallow and
incomplete understanding about
what the Tea Party is about as
well as what it is not about. The
Tea Party is not a political party.

It’s a movement that touches
all political parties in a serious
effort to return our nation to con-
stitutional government and fiscal
sanity.

It doesn’t care nearly as much

about whether an “R,” “D,” “L” or
“I” is next to a name as they do
about policymakers doing what’s
best for the citizens they repre-
sent.

Why
should we
care about
party affilia-
tion when it
comes to
policies that
promote
lower taxes,
less govern-
ment spend-
ing and the
elimination of costly, job-killing
regulations?

Pundits sympathetic to the po-
litical establishment of either
party should remember: Policies
will be around long after the
politicians are gone.

In speaking to thousands of in-
dependent-thinking Kentuckians
at Tea-Party events, I’ve been sin-
gularly impressed with the sheer
number of mothers, grandmoth-
ers, sons, daughters and college
students who say: “This is the
first time I’ve ever gotten in-
volved.”

Does anyone really think our
country would be better off if the
Tea Party would stay out of our

election process?
To say we would be better off

as a commonwealth or country if
they remained sidelined — even
if their votes don’t please the par-
tisans — goes against the very
grain of our founders.

Like Samson’s hair, the secret
to America’s strength is that indi-
viduals, not centralized power —
whether in Washington, Frankfort
or at party headquarters — of-
fers the best hope for this experi-
ment in representative
republicanism to survive.

I assure you that those 116 pa-
triots who showed up at Griffin’s
Wharf, boarded the Dartmouth,
Eleanor and Beaver on Dec. 16,
1773, and hurled 90,000 pounds
of tea into the cold waters of the
Boston Harbor did not stop on
their way to get the blessing of
the local party bosses. No doubt
they would have been encouraged
to turn around and go home.

Today’s independent thinkers
that comprise the Tea Party
movement have every right to
support whatever policies and
candidates they choose.

It’s fortunate for the rest of the
Bluegrass State that these Tea
Partiers have not gotten that
“memo.”

Case in point: after local bu-

reaucrats raised sewer rates by
15 percent, the Northern Ken-
tucky Tea Party swung into action
and got legislation passed requir-
ing elected officials to approve
rate increases.

Tea Partiers also waged war
against the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s newest unilat-
eral mandates forcing local
taxpayers to pay the price for un-
proven, multimillion-dollar water
treatment plants. These unprece-
dented mandates will result in
Kentuckians’ water bills shooting
up by 25 percent.

“It’s a federal mandate but the
state of Kentucky never chal-
lenged it – but we are,” said
Garth Kuhnhein, president of the
Northern Kentucky Tea Party.

“The EPA at its public hearings
claimed that the cost would only
be about $1 per year, but it’s
going to be 100 times that.”

I’m just glad the Northern Ken-
tucky Tea Party didn’t get “the
memo.” I’m glad they still believe
that the “perfect” – or at least
“better” – is indeed “possible.”

Jim Waters is president of the
Bluegrass Institute, Kentucky’s
free-market think tank. Reach
him at jwaters@freedomken-
tucky.com.

Jim Waters

E D I T O R I A L

Residents of the Holiday Hills
neighborhood have now had eight
months to sign up for the curb-

side single stream recycling program.
And some have done just that — sign
up.

At a recent Winchester Municipal
Utilities Commission meeting, General
Manager Mike Flynn said 512 of the 539
households in Holiday Hills had signed
up for the recycling service as of March
30.

But he later said just 352 households
have actually used the service.

Mayor Ed Burtner, a Holiday Hills res-
ident himself who participates in the re-
cycling program, said more
participation is needed.

“And I don’t know how it could be any
(easier),” he said. “We give them a Cur-
bit. It’s single stream. It’s picked up
once a week. We need to try and encour-
age people to use the service.”

Burtner is right. If residents keep the
Curbit in their garage or somewhere
that’s easily accessible throughout the
week and throw in recyclables as they
go, all they have to do is drag the Curbit
out to their curb every Friday.

Even if the Curbit is not completely
full every week, every bit recycled is a
little bit more kept out of landfills, so
every bit counts.

From December 2009 to January
2010, the entire WMU service area was
surveyed, and about 1,450 WMU cus-
tomers responded.

The most important question in that
survey: Do you support the use of curb-
side recycling as a means of capturing
recycling materials? Seventy-one per-
cent of those who responded said “yes.”

Holiday Hills was chosen for the pilot
program because it includes a variety of
socioeconomic households, and it pro-
vides a confined perimeter for WMU
workers to learn their capacity to pro-
vide efficient curbside recycling.

WMU officials will decide how to
move forward with the Holiday Hills re-
cycling program after a comprehensive
study of the utility’s solid waste opera-
tions is complete, they said recently.

Expanding the curbside recycling pro-
gram to other areas of the community is
dependent upon how the Holiday Hills
experiment goes, as officials have said
before. That is another reason more res-
idents should participate.

The people of Holiday Hills are the
first in the community who get to try out
curbside recycling, and being the first is
pretty cool.

So why not take advantage of it?
If the thought of figuring out what is

or is not recyclable overwhelms you,
visit
www.wmutilities.com/recycling/wmure-
cyclingcenter.html, for a list WMU has
for its customers.

And, if you don’t have access to a
computer, here’s a breakdown of that
list:

— rinsed aluminum cans
— corrugated cardboard (no cereal

or pizza boxes)
— brown, green or clear glass
— magazines
— rinsed metal containers
— mixed, non-shiny paper
— newspaper
— telephone books with the front

and back covers removed
— grade 1 and 2 plastics (plastic con-

tainers with the recycling symbol
around the numbers 1 or 2)

Members of the community, WMU of-
ficials and workers, and local leaders
worked hard to get the pilot recycling
program up and running, and those ef-
forts should not be in vain.

By taking advantage of the program,
you’re blazing a path for the possibility
of better recycling opportunities for the
entire community.

And you’re also setting a positive ex-
ample for other residents of the commu-
nity who hopefully will get the service in
the near future.

Being a trailblazer’s pretty cool, too,
right?

And more simply, it’s about doing the
right thing for the environment and pre-
serving a better community — and
Earth — for the future.

Recycle
Neighborhood
program needs

even more
participation


