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Father 
held his 
infant in 
drug deal
He’s charged with 
endangering child
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WEEKLY POLL: Cable TV rates
Should the Frankfort Plant Board drop some cable channels to 
hold down rates?   Yes, 80%  No, 20% Total votes: 165

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
nFCHS shuts out Panthers
nWHHS comes up short vs. Woodford

>>LOCAL, A5
Senators consider unemployment insurance loan bill
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Cherry blossoms frame the Kentucky statehouse dome during spring-like weather at 
the Capitol.

Lovin’ the cherry blossoms

By JacK GiLLum
ASSociAted PreSS

CHICAGO (AP) – With Re-
publicans locked in a conten-
tious and expensive primary, 
President Barack Obama has 
spent a small fortune in recent 
months to build and maintain 
a campaign operation that is 
larger, more diverse and more 
focused on November’s general 
election than any of his oppo-
nents’ organizations.

Republican contenders like 
Mitt Romney and Rick Santo-
rum have surely been watching 
their expenses during their pri-
mary elections: millions here 
for ad spending, millions there 

for travel, rallies and consulting 
fees. What’s left keeps the lights 
on, the phones ringing and the 
staff paid.

But Obama, who faces no se-
rious challenger for the Demo-
cratic nomination, has sunk his 
cash into an expansive brick-
and-mortar operation with of-
fices in nearly every state. His 

campaign has spent more than 
$135 million on operations 
through February, according to 
an Associated Press analysis of 
Federal Election Commission 
records. That’s about $3 million 
more than all his GOP challeng-
ers combined.

Republicans bristle over re-
ports that Obama’s paid staff 
exceeds 500, many of whom 
work in the campaign’s Chica-
go headquarters.

“I think the campaign is sin-
gle-handedly trying to lower 
the unemployment rate by hir-
ing field staff,” Romney politi-
cal director Rich Beeson said. 

PRESIdENTIAL ELEcTION

Obama outspends GOP campaigns by millions

See oBama, A7
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Representatives from the Taiwanese gov-
ernment were in Frankfort Wednesday to de-
liver a $30,000 check to help victims of the Feb. 
29 and March 2 tornadoes.

“We are here to bring the love and care from 
Taiwan to the people of Kentucky,” said Anna 
Kao, director general of the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office in Atlanta, during a press 
conference at the Capitol.

“We feel privileged and would like to be able 
to extend a helping hand to our best friend. We 
are here beside you … Taiwan is closer than 
you think.”

By KayLeiGh ZysKowsKi
kzySkowSki@StAte-JournAl.com

A local man has been indicted after Frank-
fort Police found he was selling prescription 
pills while caring for his infant child, a pros-
ecutor says.

David Bogue, 29, of 103 Carey Ave., is 
charged with two counts of selling less than 10 
Percocet pills and endangering the welfare of 
a minor, according to the indictment.

On Feb. 23 he sold several pills to a confi-
dential witness twice, Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Larry Cleveland said. 

“Apparently, he was taking care of his baby 
at the time of the sale, so he just brought his 
baby along and was actually holding his ba-
by when he made the sales of the Percocets,” 
Cleveland said.

Also, Natasha Money, 20, address unknown, 
was charged with receiving stolen property, 
identity theft and tampering with physical ev-
idence. 

“She had property that 
was taken in a burglary in 
Scott County,” Cleveland 
said. 

She took a large TV and 
Wii video game console to 
sell at a Frankfort pawn-
shop where she sold the 
TV that was worth a couple 
thousand dollars for $75 
but said she wasn’t offered 
enough for the Wii, Cleve-
land said.

“When she sold the TV, she used the driv-
er’s license of Ashley Lewis, and that driver’s 

By Kevin wheatLey
kwheAtley@StAte-JournAl.com

A legislative task force may 
consider changes to Ken-
tucky’s public pension plans 
under a resolution passed 
by the Senate State and Lo-
cal Government Committee 
Wednesday.

House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 162, which passed by a 6-
0 vote, calls for a 12-member 
Kentucky Public Pensions 
Task Force that will examine 
all state-administered retire-
ment plans and recommend 
any changes in investments, 
benefits and funding.

Rep. Mike Cherry, D-
Princeton and sponsor of 
HCR 162, said the unfund-
ed liabilities faced by state 
workers, teachers, state po-
lice, legislators and judi-
cial retirement plans – more 
than $30 billion combined 
– prompted him to draft the 
resolution.

“We are addressing the 
problem,” Cherry said af-
ter the meeting in reference 
to House Bill 1, which was 
passed in 2008 and gradual-
ly increases the state’s con-
tributions to pension plans 
while decreasing some ben-
efits for future retirees.

“But because of the eco-
nomic conditions since 2008, 
we still find ourselves with a 
problem of an increasing un-
funded liability, and we need 
to have this study group to 
look at things we can do.”

The Kentucky Retirement 
Systems, with about $13.5 
billion in assets, oversees 
pension plans for more than 
340,000 state and municipal 
employees and retirees.

With retirement and 
health insurance obligations 
combined, it faced an un-
funded liability of $19.2 bil-
lion at the end of fiscal year 
2011, but its officials have 
said there’s no risk of default-
ing on current obligations.

While Lexington police 
and firefighters testified 
against a provision giving 
the task force authority to 
review Lexington’s pension 
system, Sen. Damon Thayer, 
a Georgetown Republican 
and chairman of the com-
mittee, said he’s more con-

natasha Money

Taiwan gives 
gift of $30,000 
for tornado 
recovery effort
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Task force 
may form 
to address 
Ky. public 
pensions
Concern grows 
over unfunded 
liabilities

Republicans bristle over 
reports that Obama’s paid 
staff exceeds 500, many 
of whom work in the 
campaign’s Chicago head-
quarters.
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