
Bria Smith came to the University
of Louisville women’s basketball
team as one of its most touted sig-
nees ever. The McDonald’s All

American from Massapequa, N.Y., was
ranked as the No. 8 player in the country
by ESPN HoopGurlz.

Coach Jeff Walz expected her to back
up junior standout Tia Gibbs, but then
Gibbs went down with a season-ending

shoulder injury in the opener against Mis-
souri State.

“Bria had to be thrown into the fire,”
Walz said. “I expected her to compete for a
lot of minutes, but she’s had to do it a lot
different without Tia. She’s had to grow up
and do it under fire, and she’s handled it
well.”

The 5-foot-10 guard is the lone Cardinal
who has started all 24 games, and at times
she has been the best player on the floor.
She is third on the team in scoring at 10
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“I think every game for me is another learning experience,” said freshman guard Bria Smith,
who was a McDonald’s All American in high school. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Bria Smith hit the court sizzling for Cards
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Peyton Siva said he believes
that he and his University of
Louisville basketball teammates
took for granted that they would
be good this season. The mixture
of veterans and heralded fresh-
men jumped out to a 12-0 start
and a No. 4 ranking.

Then humility came knocking.
The Cardinals lost five of seven
games from Dec. 28 through
Jan. 16, including a 31-point rout
at lowly Providence, and had

many observers
wondering if they
would even make
the NCAA Tour-
nament.

“Being in the
top10, a lot of peo-
ple relaxed and
weren’t working
that hard,” Siva
said. “Once we
dropped (in the
rankings), every-
body realized
we’re not good un-

less we come together as a team.
It really pushed a lot of people.”

It pushed the Cardinals (19-5,
7-4 Big East Conference) to play
together and win six of seven
heading into Saturday’s game at
West Virginia. The Cards and No-
tre Dame are the hottest teams in

the Big East, each having won
five in a row.

The Mountaineers (16-9, 6-6)
are in the same position U of L
was in a month ago, having lost
four of five.

The Cards’ loss at Marquette
— in which Kyle Kuric didn’t play
because of an injured ankle and
Rakeem Buckles was lost for the
season with a torn ACL in his left
knee — finally knocked them out
of The Associated Press’ Top 25
for the first time all season.

Kuric agreed with Siva that
their early ascension made them
a bit overconfident.

“We felt like we’re just going
to show up, we’re not going to
have to work hard, we’re going to
blow everybody out and it’s

Cardinals now getting it together

“Everybody realized we’re not good unless we come together as a
team,” said Peyton Siva (3). “It really pushed a lot of people.” C-J FILE

UP NEXT
Who: West
Virginia
When: Noon
Saturday
Where:
Morgantown
TV: ESPN

Midseason slump
turned out to be
a loud wakeup call
By C.L. Brown
cbrown@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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FORT MYERS, Fla. — Former
Red Sox pitcher Dennis “Oil Can”
Boyd says he probably pitched
under the influence of cocaine “at
every ballpark” during his 10-
year career.

“There wasn’t one ballpark
that I probably didn’t stay up all
night, until 4 or 5
in the morning,
and the same
thing is in your
system,” Boyd
said in an inter-
view with Jon Mil-
ler of WBZ radio
in Boston. “It ain’t
like you had time
to go and do it
while you were in the game,
which I have (done) that.”

Boyd was 78-77 with a 4.04
ERA in his career. In eight sea-
sons with the Red Sox, from 1982-
89, he was 60-56. In his last two
seasons, he was 18-21 with Mon-
treal and Texas.

“Some of the best games that
I’ve ever, ever pitched in the ma-
jor leagues, I stayed up all night.
I’d say two-thirds of them,” he
said Wednesday at JetBlue Park,
where Boston holds spring train-
ing, “and if I had went to bed, I
would have won 150 ballgames in
the time span that I played and …
I felt like my career was cut short
for a lot of reasons.”

One of them, he said, was “big-
otry.”

Boyd said he “wasn’t doing
anything that hundreds of ball-
players weren’t doing at the time,
because that’s how I learned it
and I just caught the deep end of
it. And the reason, too, also, that I
caught the deep end of it (is) I’m
black and the bottom line was that
the game carries a lot of bigotry
and that was just an easy way for
them to do it.”

He said that “If I wasn’t out-
spoken and so-called ‘a proud,
proud black man’ maybe I would
have got empathy and sympathy
like other ballplayers got that I
didn’t get; like a Darryl Strawber-
ry or Dwight Gooden, Steve
Howe. I can name 50 people that
got third and fourth chances all
because they weren’t outspoken
black individuals.”

The right-hander, now 52, said
not all of his teammates support-
ed him, but veterans like Dwight
Evans, Bill Buckner and Don
Baylor did.

He also said he never had a

Boyd
admits
cocaine
use
Former Red Sox
pitcher says he was
high on the mound
Associated Press
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SEATTLE — The dunk looked
almost like a hologram, some-
thing we’d seen before that was
being replayed years later.

Another Shawn Kemp, wear-
ing a different uniform and that
same No. 40, rose on the run and
hammered a left-handed dunk
last week against UCLA that
quaked Edmundson Pavilion the
same way another Shawn Kemp
did so often, almost 20 years ago
inside KeyArena.

It was deja vu all over again,
kind of like that music video
where Natalie Cole is singing a
duet of “Unforgettable” with her
late father Nat King Cole. It was
the meeting of present and past.

On that crowd-pleasing dunk,
you saw the father in the son.

“I’ve said all along, he has a lot
of me inside of him,” Kemp Sr.
said Tuesday.

The journey from Canton, Ga.,
to Seattle hasn’t been easy for
Washington’s 6-foot-9 sophomore
post player. Coming out of high
school he didn’t qualify academi-
cally to play in college. Before
this season, he hadn’t played bas-
ketball in two years, and there
were times when Kemp Jr. won-
dered if he’d ever play again.

“It was tough,” he said. “It was
very nerve-wracking because
there was a point in time when I
didn’t think I’d be able to play col-
lege basketball. I wondered if I
would get the chance to play at
the level that I wanted to. But af-
ter working really hard and do-
ing what I had to do, I finally got

Washington's Shawn Kemp Jr.
dunks against Cal State
Northridge in December. ELAINE

THOMPSON/AP

No. 40,
the son,
finds
his way
Shawn Kemp Jr.
battles to carve his
niche in Seattle
By Steve Kelley
The Seattle Times
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