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SUPER SOPHOMORE
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Former Corbin Redhound Isaac Wilson was named a USCAA All American.

BY TIM BRANSTETTER
STAFF WRITER

Alice Lloyd College 
point guard and former 
Corbin Redhound Isaac 
Wilson was named 
USCAA All-American 
after a super sopho-
more season.

On the season, 
Wilson, a 5’11 point 
guard, led the Eagles in 
both scoring and 
assists. He poured in 16 
points and handed out 
five assists per contest.

Wilson was only a 
sophomore this season, 
but with Alice Lloyd los-
ing several seniors he 
was asked to step up 
and that was a role he 
not only cherished, but 
was able to flourish in.

"We had some big 
seniors that graduated 
last year," Wilson said. 
"Coach kind of put the 
burden on me this year. 
It seemed like when we 
needed a shot or a play 
made he always called 
my number and that's a 
good feeling. I love that 
situation. I love having 
my number called and I 
thrived in it this year."

Wilson connected on 
40 percent from the field 
and 76 percent from the 
free throw line. In addi-
tion, he was selected 
first team All-KIAC by 
the league’s coaches. 

Among all USCAA 
teams, he finished 

among the top 10 in the 
country in assists, and 
among the top 20 in 
steals, three-point field 
goal percentage, and 
free throw percentage.

Wilson credits the 
close relationship with 
his coach, J.R. 
Hammonds for his early 
success at the college 
level.

"He's like a dad to 

me," Wilson said. "I don't 
really think of him as 
my coach. I go to his 
house and eat hamburg-
ers. I do work study 
under him and we just 
spend a lot of time 
together."

The Eagles struggled 
during Wilson's fresh-
men season and fin-
ished with an 8-22 
record, but Hammonds 

handed the keys to his 
young point guard and it 
resulted in a much-im-
proved 14-15 record this 
season.

"He put a lot of trust 
in me," Wilson said. "He 
just kind of let me go 
and I think it paid off 
this year. Knowing that 
I have his trust makes it 
easier for me."

Wilson was named 
KIAC Player of the 
Week for averaging 21.5 
points and seven assists 
over two games. His 
highest scoring game 
was a 33-point effort 
against Cincinnati 
Christian.

Wilson doesn’t plan 
on settling for what he 
has accomplished dur-
ing his first two years of 
playing college basket-
ball. He has his sights 
set on becoming an 
NAIA All-American.

"Those awards are 
great, but it makes you 
more hungry," he said. 
"A big individual goal of 
mine is to make NAIA 
All-American."

Wilson admitted that 
his number one goal 
was more of a team 
goal.

"Awards are just 
plaques and people are 
going to forget about 
them," He added. "But I 
would love to win our 
conference before I get 
out of there."  
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Isaac Wilson drives to the basket against a Big Blue All Star.
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 LEXINGTON - Steve Wright is working his 
magic again.

He guided the South Laurel Cardinals to a 
state championship in 2005 and now his upstart 
Southwestern Pulaski Warriors are two wins 
away from capturing their first-ever state title.

Southwestern advanced to its first-ever 
semifinal appearance in the Kentucky Boys 
Sweet Sixteen by upending 16th Region cham-
pion Rowan County in quarterfinal action, 67-57.

“We knew what they can do, but we didn’t 
know if we could do anything about it,” Wright 
said. “I think our kids played excellent defense. 
They are a hard team to defend.”

The Warriors put a defensive clamp down on 
both Adam Wing and Tyler Thacker, who was 
coming off a career-high 25-point effort against 
North Laurel in the first round.

Wing finished with only five points on two-of-
13 shooting while Thacker scored nine.

“The kids done everything I asked them to 
do,” Wright said. “It’s tremendous for the 
school. I’m glad to be a small part of it.”

The Warriors, who are making their first trip 
to the Sweet Sixteen, withstood an 8-2 run by 
the Vikings (26-8) which made the score 45-all 
heading into the fourth quarter.

Steve Wright’s squad put together a run of its 
own after falling behind 47-45 less than a min-
ute into the final period of play.

Justin Epperson’s two free throws triggered 
a 13-0 run that saw Southwestern lead by as 
many as 11 points before wrapping up the 
10-point win.

The Warriors (29-8) pulled away thanks to a 
18-of-22 effort from the free-throw line while fin-
ishing the game connecting on 28-of-37 (75.7 
percent). They also hit 17-of-45 (37.8 percent) 
from the floor for the game.

“It was a tough, physical game,” Rowan 
County coach Shawn Thacker said. “It was a 
game of spurts. We knew they were a great free 
throw shooting team. We just turned the ball 
over too much.”

David Kapinga led Southwestern in scoring 
with an 18-point effort while D.J. Townsend 
scored 19 for Rowan County. The Vikings hit 
18-of-52 shot attempts (34.6 percent) and mis-
fired on 11-of-30 (36.7 percent) from three-point 
range.

The Warriors will play Saturday in the semi-
finals against No. 1 ranked Trinity, who defeated 
George Rogers Clark Friday, 62-39.

 
95th Annual PNC Bank/KHSAA Boys Sweet Sixteen at Rupp Arena
Quarterfinals
Southwestern 67, Rowan County 57
PSW               11  19  15  22  67
Rowan County  10  23  12  12  57
 
PSW (67) - Edwards 15, Schulz 8, Kapinga 18, C. Epperson 13, Lewis 4, J. 
Epperson 9.
Rowan County (57) - Wing 5, Egan 16, Newsome 3, Townsend 19, Thacker 
9, Hodge 4, Barnard 1.

Wright is still alive
PHOTO BY WADE UPCHURCH

Southwestern Pulaski coach Steve Wright reacts to a call.

AP – Oh, those fabulous 15s.
Did they leave your bracket in shambles? 

Join the club.
And sit back and enjoy this one. Because 10 

— or 15 — years from now, they still might be 
talking about Friday the 16th as the day the 
15s rose up and produced one of the greatest 
days in NCAA tournament history.

First, Norfolk State knocked off Missouri. A 
few hours later, another 15, Lehigh, beat Duke. 
And just for good measure No. 13 Ohio beat 
Michigan, making this the first time that three 
teams seeded 13th or higher all won on the 
same day.
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