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 DEAR ABBY: One of 
my sister’s best friends, 
“Tara,” has had a crush 
on me since we were 
kids. She’s 21 and I’m 25. 
My sister always knew 
about it, but never told 
me. I had a crush on 
Tara, too, but I was too 
shy to tell her. 
 I moved out of state 
when I turned 18, but 
Tara still lives there. She 
and my sister keep in 
touch. Now that I’m back 
in town, Tara has been 
coming to visit me. We 
have no physical contact, 
only verbal. During one 
of the visits she confessed 
her crush and so did I. 
 The trouble is, Tara 
got married a year ago 
and has a 2-month-old 
baby with her husband. 
She says she hasn’t been 
happy in her marriage 
and has filed for a divorce. 
We want to be together, 
but want to wait for the 
divorce to be final before 
starting a relationship.
 I suspect that she’s 
only divorcing her hus-
band to be with me. Am I 
being too quick to judge? 
Is it a bad idea to be with 
her? Should we just 
remain good friends? I 
need a woman’s opinion. 
— UNCERTAIN IN 

TEXAS
 DEAR UNCERTAIN: 
If you and Tara are seri-
ous about not starting a 
relationship until her 
divorce is final, then the 
answers to your ques-
tions will become appar-
ent during that process. 
But please remember, 
ending her marriage will 
probably not cause her 
husband to vanish into 
the ether. Because he’s 
the father of her baby, he 
will be part of your lives 
forever.
  DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band, “Simon,” is a work-
aholic. I didn’t know him 
long before I married 
him, which was a mis-
take. He never adapted 
to being part of a couple. 
His rewards all came 
from work — the pay-
checks, kudos from cli-
ents and fellow employ-
ees, and others saying 
what a good provider he 
was. He bought our kids’ 
love with presents, not 
presence.
 He was gone at dawn, 
came home after the kids 
were in bed, volunteered 
to work on his “off” days 
and usually stayed later 
than scheduled. He kept 
busy with everyone and 
everything except us. I 
raised our children alone 
and worked outside the 
home as well. I took them 
to their sports events, 
extra activities and to the 
synagogue. We didn’t 
need the “extra” money, 
but he was never satis-
fied, always wanting 
more. I was faithful to a 

ghost, living alone and 
crying for too long. After 
30 years I realized I didn’t 
miss him anymore. He 
had broken my heart and 
fractured my dreams.
 It’s too late for me to 
start again and find love. 
Abby, tell young wives to 
trust their hearts and 
priorities. They deserve 
warmth, not cold cash. 
— ALONE NOW BY 
C H O I C E  I N 
PENNSYLVANIA
 DEAR ALONE: What 
a sad story. You married 
someone who may have 
had such an overwhelm-
ing fear of poverty that 
he sacrificed the joys of 
family for financial secu-
rity. While you may not 
have had romance, I’m 
sure you have earned the 
love of your children. 
Allow yourself to enjoy 
what your husband has 
accumulated. 
 And if you’ve had 
enough of solitude, con-
sider this: It’s never too 
late to find love. People of 
every age do it every day, 
but first you need to find 
it within yourself. Unless 
you do, your bitterness 
will spill over onto every 
relationship you have.

 TO MY IRISH 
READERS:
 “May the most you 
wish for 
 “be the least you get.
 “May the best times 
you’ve ever had 
 “be the worst you will 
ever see.”
 Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day! — LOVE, ABBY

Man fears married woman still has childhood crush

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
Hundreds ask Vt. to keep prank 

pig on police decal
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — 

Remember the pig hidden within the 
decal on the doors of some Vermont 
State Police cruisers?

There’s now a movement under way 
to keep it there.

But it turns out there was more 
wrong with that image than just the 
white pig hidden as a splotch on the 
cow, made to resemble one of Vermont’s 
ubiquitous Holsteins. State law 
requires that the cow in the crest be 
red ? not red and white ? as a tribute to 
the hardy Devon cattle first brought to 
Vermont by English settlers.

“What I would really like is for the 
governor to just leave the pigs on the 
car. That’s the bottom line, at no 
expense to anybody,” said Barre musi-
cian Cid Sinclair, who created the 
Facebook page “Save the Vermont 
Pigs.” The site has been liked by more 
than 500 people. Two hundred people 
have signed an online petition, he 
said.

“No harm, no foul, take it as an 

opportunity to have some fun,” Sinclair 
said. “We live in pretty bleak times and 
it’s pretty rough. We have an opportu-
nity to laugh together as one, as 
Vermonters.”

The pigs in the 16-inch decal were 
first noticed last week by a state police 
trooper who was washing his car. The 
crest is believed to have been altered 
by a Vermont prison inmate who made 
the image several years ago. The pigs, 
a derogatory term for police, are on 
about 30 cruisers.

The Department of Corrections said 
last week that new decals would be 
made at a cost of $780. But state police 
spokeswoman Stephanie Dasaro said 
Thursday that so far none of the offend-
ing decals had been removed.

She said officials had been made 
aware of the state law that requires 
the cow in the crest to be red but had 
been told it was OK to use the existing 
emblem.

“We value our emblem and what it 
represents for our state and our agen-
cy and we want to be in compliance,” 
Dasaro said.

DEAR ABBY

 PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20) — One of 
your very best assets is 
the ability to see value in 
things that others totally 
overlook. Keep an eye 
peeled for these kinds of 
opportunities.
 ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Get your duties out 
of the way as early as 
possible, because you are 
going to want some time 
to have a little fun with 
your friends as well. You 
deserve it.
 TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) — The trends and 
tides of time will start 
shifting in a favorable 
direction, making it pos-
sible for you to achieve a 
huge objective that you 
never thought would be 
possible.
 GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) — If possible, avoid 
involvements with friends 
who are too deeply 
immersed in tradition. 
There’s nothing wrong 
with it, but your benefits 
will come through more 
progressive interests.
 CANCER (June 
21-July 22) — Don’t dis-

count a unique idea that 
dominates your thinking 
just because it happens 
to be a departure from 
your usual conceptions. 
Being different can be 
good at times.
 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— Listen attentively 
when others speak, 
whether or not you con-
sider the orator to be 
smart. Valuable informa-
tion or a brilliant idea 
could come from some-
one whom you’d least 
expect.
 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Don’t be hesitant 
to experiment with a new 
procedure or technique 
involving your work or an 
independent project. 
What you develop might 
be a time-saver and could 
increase productivity. 
 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — While your associ-
ates are trying to articu-
late the problem, you’ll 
have effectively analyzed 
the issue and already 
come up with the answer. 
Don’t wait for them — 
move ahead on your 
own.

 SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 22) — It’s a good 
thing that you’ll be 
resourceful enough to 
squeeze things in under 
the wire, because you’re 
inclined to let important 
duties go until the last 
minute. Don’t make it a 
habit.
 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Try to keep 
your schedule as flexible 
as possible, because 
there is a strong possibil-
ity that an enticing situa-
tion will manifest itself. 
Find time for fun as well.
 CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19) — When it 
comes to anything finan-
cial, both chance and cir-
cumstances are likely to 
favor you. Something 
opportune is in the mak-
ing, and you should be a 
part of it.
 AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 19) — Because 
associates have consid-
erable respect for your 
judgment, they are likely 
to support an endeavor 
that you’re developing. 
Take help where you find 
it.
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