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 It’s the women, stu-
pid! Barack Obama can-
not win re-election with-
out piling up a sizable 
majority among female 
voters. Sorry, fellas, but 
the ladies will pick the 
next president.
 In 2008, 8 million 
more women voted than 
men, and women 
accounted for 53 percent 
of the electorate. Obama 
barely edged John 
McCain among male 
voters but trounced him 
by 13 points among 
females. Recent polls 
reflect a similar trend 
this year.
 In the latest Wall 
Street Journal/NBC poll, 
Obama trailed Mitt 
Romney, the likely 
Republican nominee, by 
6 points among men but 
beat him by 18 points 
among women. Peter 
Hart, a Democratic poll-
ster who helped conduct 
the survey, summarized: 
“Up until six weeks ago, 
Democrats suffered 
from an intensity gap, 
but this has closed as 
women — particularly 
suburban women — 
have turned against the 
GOP.”
 Team Obama is keen-
ly aware of this shift, 
and the president now 
makes a direct appeal to 
women in almost every 
public appearance. At 
his latest press confer-
ence, he said women 
vote on a “whole range” 
of issues and added: “I 
believe that Democrats 
have a better story to 
tell to women about how 
we’re going to solidify 
the middle class and 
grow this economy.”
 The president is only 
the point man for a 
much larger campaign. 
Recent online ads for 

his re-election effort fea-
ture his wife, Michelle, 
and his two daughters. 
Mailings went out this 
week to a million women 
emphasizing the bene-
fits they’ll receive from 
the president’s health-
care bill, including low-
cost mammograms and 
extended coverage for 
grown children in their 
20s. On International 
Women’s Day, the State 
Department publicized 
an initiative that’s given 
grants to female entre-
preneurs in 41 coun-
tries.
 Of course, women, 
like men, are deeply 
influenced by the econo-
my. Mitt Romney’s wife, 
Ann, was right in saying, 
“Do you know what 
women care about? 
Women care about jobs.” 
They also care about 
family budgets and the 
recent spike in gas pric-
es that some polls show 
is depressing Obama’s 
favorable rating with 
both genders, particu-
larly in low-income 
households.
 Since 1980, however, a 
structural gender gap 
has favored Democrats, 
and it’s worth dissecting 
why. Start with the role 
many women play in 
their own families. They 
tend to be the nurturers, 

the caretakers, worrying 
about their children and 
their parents, and that 
makes them more sup-
portive of social welfare 
programs, from food 
stamps and Medicare to 
the new health-care 
measure.
 “Women 30 to 55 are 
always the most impor-
tant target in health 
care,” says Bill 
McInturff, a Republican 
who helps conduct the 
Wall Street Journal/
NBC survey. They “are 
more engaged and 
active in the health-care 
system, more than any 
other age and gender. 
It’s not surprising they’d 
be a target of the Obama 
administration and cam-
paign on this issue.”
 This caretaker role is 
not just personal. It’s 
often professional as 
well. Look at the jobs 
dominated by women — 
teachers, nurses, social 
workers. And many of 
them work for govern-
ment agencies or get 
paid by government pro-
grams. No wonder work-
ing women gave Obama 
a 21-point edge over 
McCain, while non-
workers split almost 
evenly.
 The other key vari-
able is economic vulner-
ability. Obama won mar-
ried women with chil-
dren — a more secure 
group — by only 4 
points; his margin was 
18 points among all 
other women.
 Recent flare-ups over 
social issues such as 
contraception and abor-
tion have to be under-
stood in this context. By 
framing these contro-
versies as a “war 
against women,” 
Democrats are trying to 

exploit an advantage 
that’s been there for 
many years. And some 
Republicans are afraid 
they’re succeeding.
 Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
of Alaska says she “let 
down” her constituents 
by supporting an 
amendment that would 
have allowed employers 
to withhold insurance 
coverage of contracep-
tion on religious 
grounds. “The wind had 
shifted,” she told the 
Anchorage Daily News, 
“and Republicans didn’t 
have enough sense to 
get off of it.”
 Not only do many 
women disagree with 
the hard-line Republican
view on these issues, 
but also they feel they’re 
an unwanted distraction 
at a time of economic 
stress. Democratic poll-
ster Celinda Lake told 
The Washington Post: 
“Particularly among 
blue-collar women, what 
we hear is, ‘How can you
be arguing over this 
when Rome is still burn-
ing for me and my fami-
ly?’”
 In the latest Pew sur-
vey, Obama outpolls 
Romney by 31 points 
among women under 
age 50. That margin will 
kill the Republicans 
unless they listen to 
Romney’s wife and start 
talking about jobs and 
gas prices. The 
Romneys might also 
consider trading in a few
of their five sons for 
those delightful daugh-
ters of Jon Huntsman. 
Just for the campaign, 
of course.
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ROBERTS & ROBERTSSomewhere, a teen-
age girl is fretting over 
her body image and the 
upcoming ACTs. She’s 
thinking about how, for 
her friend, ADHD med-
ication not only kills an 
appetite but improves 
focus.

Somewhere else, an 
aching student athlete 
is wondering about the 
powerful pain medica-
tion a relative took 
after a back injury.

And, still, plenty of 
children are curious 
about the mood-alter-
ing drugs they’ve 
heard so many adults 
call “happy pills.”

Prescription drug 
abuse has been on the 
rise in Kentucky with 
fatal drug overdoses 
claiming more lives 
than car crashes, 
according to the state 
attorney general’s 
office.

And it’s not just an 
adult problem. One in 
five teens has abused 
prescription drugs, up 
from one in 10 over a 
three-year period.

Children’s exposure 
and access to pills has 
played a key role in the 
increased abuse.

Taking medication 
for a chronic illness is 
common, and they see 
that, even among their 
peers.

A couple years ago, 
Medco Health 
Solutions Inc. released 
a national nine-year 
study showing what 
researchers called a 
shocking increase in 
prescription medicine 
use among children. In 
2009, more than 25 per-
cent of insured chil-
dren in the United 
States and almost 30 
percent of 10- to 
19-year-olds were tak-
ing at least one pre-

scription medication. 
Noting the increase in 
type 2 diabetes, the 
study cited significant 
increases in pediatric 
use of drugs to treat 
high cholesterol and 
blood pressure, acid 
reflux, depression and 
other conditions.

Without interven-
tion, an otherwise rea-
sonable child might 
think it’s OK to pop a 
pill just as their friends 
and relatives do.

There is some good 
news, according to the 
Kentucky Office of 
Drug Control Policy.

A child who sees or 
hears an anti-drug 
message every day is 
38 percent less like to 
use drugs. And when a 
parent is talking to a 
child about drugs on a 
regular basis, that child 
is 52 percent less likely 
to use drugs.

The anti-prescrip-
tion abuse message is 
one children need to 
hear — loud, clear and 
frequent.

Recently, Attorney 
General Jack Conway 
and others visited John 
Hardin High School 
freshmen and 
Bluegrass Middle 
School eighth-graders 
to talk about prescrip-
tion drugs, the strong 
addictions they cause 
and the lives they 
wreck or end.

Younger children 
should hear this mes-
sage, too. Ideally, a 
partnership between 
law enforcement, 
schools and parents 
would deliver the mes-
sage year after year, 
starting with the 
D.A.R.E. programs at 
the elementary level.
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