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After 25 years working
with the Turnout Dance
Company in Hopkinsville,
Pam Wimsatt still gets the
same joy watching her stu-

dents take the stage. 
“It is so much fun now

and the dancers are phe-
nomenal,” said Wimsatt,
who started the company.
“They are dedicated to what
they are doing.” 

Turnout offers dance op-

portunities to girls from
local elementary and high
schools. The company per-
forms one show a year, usu-
ally in the spring or fall.
This year’s show, “Dance
Through the Ages,” will be
this weekend at the Alham-
bra Theatre. 

The show, which was con-
ceived by Wimsatt, features
dance styles from several
eras in American history.
This is the first time

Turnout has performed 
the show. 

“What we wanted to focus
on was dance in America,”
she said. “We wanted to
show how much it has pro-
gressed and changed over
the years.” 

The company has 11
dancers right now, a lower
number than it has had for
other shows, Wimsatt said.
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A man who authorities be-
lieve robbed a Hopkinsville car
dealership Monday afternoon
slipped out of  a Clarksville,
Tenn., motel room Wednesday
morning, minutes before police
surrounded the building.

Around 8:45 a.m., the
Clarksville Police Department

received a tip
that Christopher
J. Walker, 26, was
staying at the
M i d - T o w n e r
Motel on Kraft
Street, according
to a Clarksville
police news re-
lease. After sur-
rounding the
building, officers called Walker

on a cellphone to negotiate his
surrender. Walker answered the
phone but hung up, said Officer
Jim Knoll, CPD spokesman. 

Prior to entering the room,
police reviewed video footage
of  the motel and discovered
Walker had left moments before
they arrived.

The Hopkinsville Police De-
partment filed a warrant for
Walker’s arrest after he was
identified in a surveillance
video as one of  four men who
robbed the Hopkinsville dealer-
ship, Clarksville police Lt. Jef-
ferson Alexander said. 
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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Amber Powell, 12, Hopkinsville
Amber Powell may only be

12 years old but she already
knows what she wants to do
when she grows up.

“I want to be a reconstruc-
tive plastic surgeon,” Powell
said. “I was watching TV,
watching ‘Before and After’
in the second grade and I al-
ways wanted to do it since. I
think it’s a unique job.”

In preparation, Powell says

she works
for good
grades in
math and
science.
However
it’s not all
work and
no play for
Powell.

“I like to play soccer,” said
Powell, who enjoys the

sweeper position. “I’m good
at defense.”

Powell said she also enjoys
being in plays and is current-
ly rehearsing for the upcom-
ing musical, “Once Upon a
Mattress.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
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We’ll take it from there.
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Suspect evades arrest again
Police: Man left motel room
moments before they arrived

Acting on a tip
about a suspect
in a robbery at a
Hopkinsville car
dealership, po-
lice surround the
Mid-Towner Mo-
tel on Wednes-
day in
Clarksville, Tenn.
However, the
suspect, Christo-
pher J. Walker,
26, had just left
the motel min-
utes earlier, po-
lice said.
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The history of dance
SEE SUSPECT, PAGE A7
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Dancers from Turnout Dance Company perform Wednesday at Belmont Elementary School. The company is performing a show called “Dance Through
the Ages” this weekend at the Alhambra Theatre. 

Local dance company prepares 
for performances at Alhambra

SEE DANCE, PAGE A7

Guthrie woman sentenced to 10 years for sex crimes
BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

ELKTON, Ky. — A Guthrie
woman who pleaded guilty to
charges of  touching two children
in a sexual manner and having
sex with a 13-year-old must spend
10 years in prison, a judge ruled
on Wednesday.

Brenda Valentine, 24, has a
prior conviction of  sexually as-
saulting a 10-year-old in Texas.
Before announcing her sentence

Wednesday morn-
ing, Todd Circuit
Judge Tyler Gill
noted that Valen-
tine suffered
abuse herself
from her early
childhood, and he
speculated that
this shaped her
into a criminal.

“It is amazing to me what hap-
pens to children when adults start
messing with them,” Gill said.

But in the interest of  breaking
the cycle of  abuse, it was neces-
sary to give Valentine a substan-
tial prison sentence, he said.
Valentine will receive psychiatric
therapy, and it might make her
more amenable to the sex of-
fender treatment she’ll receive
later, said her attorney, Neil Kerr.

Given Valentine’s age, there’s a
chance she can make a clean start
when she gets out of  prison, Gill
said.

She came to court in a Todd

County Detention Center jump-
suit, with black boots and silver
cuffs around her ankles and
wrists. She wore glasses with
black rims and kept her hair tied
in a ponytail.

She hardly spoke, accept to
promise Gill she had told the
truth when she pleaded guilty.

Valentine pleaded guilty in Oc-
tober to second-degree sodomy,
second-degree rape (no force),
and three counts of  first-degree
sexual abuse. At Gill’s prompt-

ing, she summarized her actions
in open court, Kerr said.

Valentine said that in the late
fall of  2010, she gave a 5-year-old
and an 11-year-old a bath and
massaged them both in a sexual
way, not for her gratification, but
for theirs. She also admitted to
having sex with a 13-year-old,
Kerr said.

Kentucky State Police arrested
Valentine at her home in April.

SEE GUTHRIE, PAGE A7
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Special diploma
bill passes Senate

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A bill that would
grant special-needs
students a diploma
instead of  a certifi-
cate of  completion
for graduating high
school unanimously
passed the Senate on
Wednesday.

The alternative
high school diploma
is mainly an hon-
orary gesture and
wouldn’t change the
students’ graduation
requirements, and
employers will still
be able to tell that a
graduate has certain
limitations, said Sen-
ate Bill 43 sponsor
Sen. Dennis Parrett,
D - E l i z a b e t h t ow n .
However, Parrett said
calling the accolade a
diploma instead of
certificate will help
improve special-
needs students’ self-
esteem.

“It’s something
that’s just not fair,”
Parrett said. “It’s
kind of  a slap in the
face to those kids and
their families who
have to work hard to
graduate.”

Patty Grable, spe-

cial education direc-
tor for Christian
County Public
Schools, said she had
heard of  the bill, but
did not want to com-
ment because she
was unclear of  the
bill’s specifics.

There are two lau-
rels handed out to
graduates of  CCPS
special-needs pro-
grams. For example,
some students may
have difficulty read-
ing and need some-
one to speak the
material to them,
Grable said. If  those
students are able to
pass the course
under those parame-
ters, they receive a
diploma no different
from a traditional
high school student,
Grable said. 

Other students who
have more severe dis-
abilities can remain
in school until they
are 21 years old and
receive a certificate
of  attainment for
being in regular at-
tendance.

According to the
bill, in order to re-
ceive the alternative
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